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te win not 54 matter of ſutptizey | 
that Yout Grace's exalted ſtation in 
the Church of En gland, and alſo the 

high reſpectability of Your perſonal 
character, ſWbuld have excited i in my 
mind a wiſh, that the following work a 
might be honoured with Your Grace's 
Acceptance, and receive the benefit of 
5 ſuch defirable patronage. 5 


„ | Its 
* . r 
: P 7 35 


iv 


DEDICATION. 


Its object is 1 bring forward, in a 
new point of view, that Cloud of 
Witneſſes, who, in the earlieſt ages 
of Chriſtianity, ſtood forth in the de- 
fence of a pure, bat perſecuted, Reli- 
gion; and who gave the beſt evidence 
of their full conviction of its truth, 
by a readineſs to ſeal their teſtimony 
with their blood. ; 

If this attempt to exhibit the ex- 
amples of © men of like paſſions with 
ourſelves,” ſo wonderfully ſupported 
under their ſufferings in the cauſe of 
Gop and Religion, ſhould, in Your 
- Grice! 8 opinion, be calculated to con- | 
5 vert the unbeliever, | to filence the 
gainfayer, or to animate the indif- 
erent, Your Grace will want no far- 
ther inducement to honour: it with 
Your 


2 


DEDICATION. TR : v 


Your cootaction ; 5 You will lt 
condeſcend to give it currency and 
| importance, by ſuffering it to go forth 
into the world with advantage, under 
the ſanction of Your Grace's name. 


1 have the honour to be, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
os My LD. 
- Your nen s moſt aligns” 
and moſt obedient _ 
* Servant, 


SAMUEL CLASSE. 
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8 nothing is more fatal to out pro- 
greſs in any undertaking, than a per- 


ſuaſion that ſucceſs is unattainable; ſince 


no one will long perſiſt in- the purſuit of 


accompliſhed, it ſeems highly condueive 
to the intereſts of Religion to ſneve, that 


its virtues are within our reach in this life, 


and that the a 1 in a 


2 . 1 in : the.thorny oth of 
6-5 . ſufferings, 


an object Which he thinks can never be 
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1 PREFACE. 


ſufferings, and ſteadily purſuing the way 
to celeſtial happineſs, we ſpeak more for- 
cibly to our hearers, than if we urged them 


with the moſt eloquent abſtract arguments. 


The heracticabiliſy of what Ve recommend 5 


to them is evident, and we can, with con- 


_— bid par: 12 hy and do likewiſe.” 


21 This good effect, it is to 1 hoped, may 
ariſe from the following pages. They are 
intended to lay before the reader, ini a very 


.comprehenſive' view, [the lives,” the cha- 


racters, the writings, and the ſufferings of 
ſome of the moſt eminent ſervants of Gop, 
whoſe” praiſe is in the goſpel, and whoſt 


naines, we doubt not, are in the book of 
life; who häve long fince been called to 


the enjoyment of that happineſs, which 


their faith foreſaw, and to which their 
hopes aſpired; who, having fought a good 


hed their courſe, are iche 
5 


| PREPACE. wr 

ritors of that crown of righteouſneſs; which 

_-whp Lonp, the Righteous Judge, ſhall give 

them, in the great n of His eee 
to n the ny N 
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Thie Author is well aware, n what 
b and to What great advantage, ithe 
pious, learned, and excellent Mr,Nzr.$0x 
has gone before him in a ſimilar path: 
but the manner in Walen "the Aubjett 
is here treated being in "Retail, HARSH 
of queſtions- and- anſwers, is A Aeon 
that he flatters himſelf. he ſhall not be-fuſ- 
pected of the leaſt intruſion on the plan of 
that juſtly admired and celebrated writer: 
whillt; at the ſame time, he would be un- 
ouiling of his hiſtory of theſe holy perſons is 
chiefly drawn from that well finiſhed picture 
which Mr. Nelſon has given us, and from 
tte ſame ſources of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 


—_— > 
wr . i 
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kGcamprehentixe in its obje& then that 
of Mt. Nelſon's; Which! takes withip þ its 


from. which. his information. was derived, 
The practical reflections the Author hopes 
will be found to have a ſufficient degree of 
novelty in them to excite attention; and 
his beſt purpoſe will be anſwered, if they | 
| ſo addreſs themſelves to the heart, 
e an . n ie 
of bis xeaders, : bur bott eudbig 
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t is true, that this aha is 5 


view every feſtival and very fal 
to be nne . W — England 
_ 2 ans II 


eee . 


* af theſe, as well: as other holy 
I PRE be . days, 
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days, is fadly fallen into diſuſe. . The daily 
| ſervice of the Church of England, being; 
to the great ſorrow of ſerious Chr iſtians, 
almoſt univerſally neglected, it is too pro 
bable, that theſe feſtivals, When they habe 
pen on week days, will ſoon meet with little - 
more attention,. Though there, ate ſeve: 
ral reaſans, why, in many inſtanges, they 
might, at leaſt in the metropoli 5 


obſerved than ordinary days; e | u 10 
doubt that they, were re ber gan 


| nefited, do 8 avail mene 
privilege, our Churches in the vicinity of 


dhe public edifie W 
45 duet eee or ſtate * * | 


* 
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belt declare. It was preſumed, however 
by the Compiler of the following pages, 
that whenever any of thoſe Saints Days 
occurred on a Sunday, he might take ad- 
vintage of "that circumſtance, and deliver 


ny vccaſibnaP Event: e a I nab 


To thoſe who' had no opportunity of "ay | 
fulting Mr. Nelſon, all that they heard 
- was e and conſequently: not altogether 
unintereſting. To ſuch as were de quai ted 
with that pious and uſeful work, the hiſtory 
of the Saint was preſented in a ſomewhat 5 

different light; and the obſervations drawn 
from the hiſtory were laid before them, at 
leaſt, with the ſame deſire of producing 
in their minds edification and conviction, 

| ages _ 2 ee he ene be 3 


6 1 


the VOY: partial attendance: of. their p 
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mitted to fay, aaa ix general c 


| towards them. 
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* : alas) hs Miniſters ala our Church 
e but too much cauſe to lament, that 


riſhiqhers on the evening ſervice affords. 
them too few opportunities of addreſſing 
them generally on religious ſubjects. We 
have neither wit, it ſeems, nor words, nor 
any mode of attraction, unleſs Wwe would 
violate the dignity of our profeſſion, and 


ſtoop to the arts of the enthuſiaſt, which 
can induce thoſe whom we moſt with to 


ſerve, to dedicate more than a ſmall por- 
tion of the Sabbath Day to the ſervice of 


Him, whoſe. command extends to the due 
obſervance: of the whole of it. 


a * 7 t. * 5 
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Amn a een, ns ment 


therefore, Which the Cle hn in general are 
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a 5 of theie is of perſonal Kind- 
_ - neſs, of liberal ſupport, of unremitted re- 


ſpect, they are often conſtralned to lament, 
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that; with regard to the obſervation of the 


Sabbath, and ll more of Feſtivals and 
Saints Days, they have no cauſe to be vain 
of any progreſs. they 


make, in the improvement of their re- 
ſpective flocks :- or rather they have cauſe 


do be not a little mortifled at the ineffcacy 
c of * moſt ſtrenuous manta) los” 


19 5 
* * 


be Author 1 50 ki andere 7 
perlolal fituation in this reſpect as ſingu- 
Hrly unfortunate: on the contrary, he has 


 Feveral very pleaſing, very fatisfactory ex- 


ceptions to make in his ow particular caſe. 
le deplores the general prevalence of a 
cuſtom, which militates againſt the obſer- 


Vance of a moſt important duty, the at- 


of | | tendance 


_ 5 
tendance on the evening fervice on che 
Lonxp's Day: and he ventures to take this 


„chat there are very | 
few inſtances, ings! Aa man of fortune 


and of influence could do greater ſervice | 
to Religion, and to thoſe about him, : than 
85 by a ſtrict enquiry, who among his de- 
pendents are attentive” to, and ho are 


e regardleſs of, the public duties of Religion; 
ſe who among them nenen 
69 their' families on the Loxv's Day, edecu- 


raging them to their duty by their good 
example; and who diſcountenance the 
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u- de Houſe of Gov.” och te 


a The Author has been Abe drawn 
e. || afide to make theſe obſervations; which he 
 acknowleges more immediately reſpect the 


f a | 

fer- Sabbath, than thoſe days which are dedi- 
TY * to the co of the firſt 
nce 0 33 e Fr 3 
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2. nder 
Martyrs and Advocates for the math, of 
Chriſtianity. But his opinion is, that a 
thorough . for the make Haag 
proportionate regard to the memory of 
thoſe, Who walked in the ſteps of their 
| Bleſſed Maſter: and whole. higheſt ambi- 
tion it was, to be acconnted. worthy to 
| ſuffer. reproach, and calumny, and even 
death itſelf, for His name's ſake; on whoſe | 
hearts. this prayer ſeems to have been in- 
ſeribed, in indelible characters; and whom 
this principle ſeems to have actuated even 
in the moſt trying circumſtances of their 


lives, from the commencement to the * a 


of Sage, labour 3 CC 

. 25 DE; 3 2 
. 1 me ae 8 TRR RTIER- 
bus, and let my laſt end be like His!“ 
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SAINT, ANDREW. 
"THE APOSTLE. 


| NOVEMBER. 30. 


dr Marr. . 18, 19, 20. ws: 


85 And 1 Teſs, walking: by the fea of Galilee, 
ſau two brethren, Simon, called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, cafting a net into 
tie fea; far they were - fiſhers. And he 
© ſaith unto them, Follow me, and I will 


mate you fiſhers of men: And they ſiraight< - 


edt ct their nets and een . 


e has WR obſerved, that the courſe ”"_ 
our Liturgical Service is not at all di- 


rected byithe'courſe of the fun i in the hea- 


vens, or conformodts the order of nature, 


5 ER ; in 


Fond 


/ 


( 


_ 
ol -® 
Ly "= 
| 
\ i 
| } 

. 

= 13 

1 
„ 
os 

. 

HE 
l JF 

l 


* 
" \ 
2 3 — 
— = 


= 4433 Kg a we — — — A - 

— PP — a. 

- —w4Iss * — * —_ — — — * — 
” * 1 2 — - * a * 


ti ts 


4 sT. ANDREW. 


in the Material and viſible world.” The 


+ 59 ſiint, St. Andrew, ies whe cele- 


Pa 4 


tural year, ou will She; Winds at the 
head of that illöſtrious catalogue of holy 
. perſons, whoſe graces and virtues we com- 


memorate ; as of perſons who ſtood for- 
ward, not only at the hazard, but at the 


ain h oſs of their 3 in a defence of 


the Retighen whick So 3 To this 
pre- eminence the Apoſtle of this day feems 


more immediately entitled, as being the 


firſt of the diſciples who came to Chriſt; 


Having been prepared by the doctrine and 


diſcipline ef St. John the Baptiſt, for the 


reception and | acknowledgement of the 
Meffiah, From which eircumſtance, I 


would point out to your notice, of what 
infinite advantage it is, that perſons, ſet- 
1 out on their Chriſtian are ſhould 


122 * 0 2 * 1 at 


anne 98 
at Erſt be induced, by wholeſome inſtrus- 
tions and good Samples, to enoouräge fa- 
vourable ſentiments of the doctrines which 
they are about 10 receive, for this future 
guitle and direction of their 
we find St. Azdrew, by his early attach - 
mant to that diſtinguiſhed teacher of righ- 
teeouſneſs, St. John the Baptiſt, affording 
tz moſt air: and promiſing hopes of that 
eminent piety, which he afterwards mani -· 
felted: The preparations of the heart of man, 
_ faith Solomon, are of the Lon; and never 
is the care of the good huſbandtnan more 
evidently ſhewn, than in preparing dhde 
oil of the heart” for che due feceptien 
chat ſeed, Which, being watered and neu- 
riſhed by divine grace, may wars. forth. | 
fruit unto life eternal. It was no incon | 
Sent advetags; "which St. DE POD 
enjoyed, When being attendant on he 
fore - runner of our Saviour, he heard: hin 


55 0 . 
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12 it ſhould be given ma 9 5 


5 sr. ANDREW: 


a Him, as He paſſed 17 ay 
ing, Behold the LAM or Gon, that taketh 
away the fin of the world! He had before 
heard him declare, that the approach of 


the Meſſiah was near at hand; he had 


heard him, doubtleſs, deſcribe the dignity | 
of His nature and character; and had liſ- 
tened to him, whilſt he dwelt on the im- 
portance of the errand upon which He 
was about to make His appearance in the 
world. All theſe were circumſtances, it 

muſt be acknowleged, highly favourable 


to this Apoſtle's reception of the Goſpel, 


when! it ſhould be preached to him by Chriſt 


Himſelf; highly favourable to his cody 


obedience to the divine Call, whenever in 


24 


concerning the Meſſiah, that He was the 


Lamb of Gop, ordained to be offered as a 


ſacriſice for the ſins of the whole world, 


you 


Ins ANDREW. 1 | 


. that Wnwpaſtlc feb. - 
lowed our Saviour to His place of oder 


| thathe there ſought His divine inſtructions; 
5 andl that, from all: / Hich he ſaw and heard, 

| his faith in Cbriſt was ſtrengthened and 
3 red. He is now ſolicitous to im- 

| part to his brother, Simon Peter, the moſt 
| 1 ereſting, and moſt important intelligence 
avitie world: Me laue found the: Me Haß, 
* -which- 14, being interpreted, f the'Chrifty we 
® have found HIM, of whom Moſes and the 
i Prophets have ſpoken, Jz8vs: the ſon of 


God: We have found Hr, whom the 
* Prophets deſcribe as the Defire of all nu. 
N tons, the long expected happineſs of man- 
. kind. The natural warmth and eagerneſs 
of St. Peter's mind, We may be- well af- 
7 ſured, would not ſuffer him to be indifferent 
: about this joyful news: He haſtens with 
bis brother, St. Andrew, to obtain full ſa- 
4 


n. in the matter, wire it ſeemed 
. ff. ao that 


8 1 ANDRYYE- 


* 


At ot thedalelved only, but dhe W bole 
world, was: concerned. They bears and 
ar gominced but de net, with inſtamta- 
.heous cagerricfs, put themſelves forward, 
us tlie diſciples uf this new Inſtructot il 
--: [They ixetiathal to the humble but Jabo- 
Tous: profoffibn in Galiler e but We may 
teflectionꝭ on What they had heard and. 
een that much and vory intereſting diſ- 
churſe on topic of ſuch infinite megni- 
tude and importance engaged them both, 
| amight ; the. labours of their calling, aA» 
moſt a hoe yeat had now palled; finge 
frſt introduction to the Saviqur af 
the world; the event, to Which my 
den refegs ſerved ods ener their eyes, 
| ITE: 


* 5 WIS AS 8 N I . 4 4 1 
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of hearts, (for fuck our Saviour in v. 
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sr. ANDREW —© 9 
; wang. Inſtauendifearerts; Himel to; be, 
. even in His ſtate of humiliation) Was ig- 


noxant of the imprefiion; Which His doc- 
rine, His miracles, His general demeanor 


ble fiſhermen, St. Andrew and St. Peter: 
| ee weine that it was a mere 
matter of acci 37 which * ce | 
pennt eee oh: text. i.. hd 


ho done, _ whats the beſt and, 6. 


Arxeſſe nnen 
pared to receive the invitation, hen, in an 

_ inſtant, He ſuid unto them; Followwie; any 

I uill male vas fiſhers of men. The effect 

was ſuch as full) anſwered His expefta- | 
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10 ST.” ANDREW. 


tian 6 


: they flraightway way their nets" and 
followed Wd et gti AY eyed. 
Here you muſt allow me to obſerve that 
chis caſe was a ſpecial one: that the occa- 
1 was of an extraordinary nature; and 
that no example is hereby offered to any 
man to quit an honeſt uſeful employment, 
by which himſelf and his family are to be 
ſupported, in order to obey the calls of a 
—_—_ religion, which preſeribes'miduftry, as well 
_ Xs dv; and which demands of us 3 
on | bo” due care of our dependents, as well as | 
ih; a due attention to our duty to GOD. But 
w_ tus far the example may ſurely be allowed 
mA to operate with its full force; by inducing 
us to leave whatever advantages the world 
may offer to our acceptance, if they cannot 
be obtained but by. a-negle& of our firſt and 
moſt important duties which we owe to 
Gop. Our Saviour here tells them, that 
chere ſhould de ſome degree of fimilitude 
deen 


- 
x 
»_ 
a 
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hat 
ade 
on 


Church of Chriſt ſuch as ſhould be dif 


ST. ANDREW. 11 


teen the employment to which Hewas 
about to call them, and that wherein they 
were at preſent engaged. Folloꝛu me, ſays 


he, and 1 will make you fiſhers of mem. The 
kingdom of heaven, or the ſtate of the Goſ- 
pel upon earth, our Saviour ſome where 
compares to a zet, in which were encloſed 
a- great multitude | of | fiſhes, both bad and 
good; a final ſeparation of which, He tells 
all-wiſe Judge ſball make an everlaſting 
dicüncdien betwint the good and evil; be- 
twixt ſuch as obſerve, and ſuch as deſpiſe 
His laws. To be fhers of men, then, 
ſeems to imply an earneſt and unwearied 
care and endeavour to bring within the 


to receive, and rightly to improve the bleſſ- 

ings of the Goſpel. Our Lord foretold, 
and the event juſtified his prediction, that 
_ who had been en induſtri- 
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oufly engaged in a laborious —— 

ing, would be not leſs powerfully aſſiſted 
ma work of infinitely greater importance 

up from the depths of ignorance and delu- 
fion, to the liglit of the knowledge of che 
truth, Would be the un immediate. 
object of their labours. 227 355 ee 
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„„ -  edUnderrthas powerful ſince, na 
tended our Saviour's perſon; ens timo 
of his having been called to the office of 
an Apoſtle, went forth, after our Saviour 8 
aſcenſion, to the province, allotted him, as 
t nd ſcem, by ſome ſuperior direction. 
- _ Lhe lot Was probably caſt; which Was to 
determine what parts of the world the dis 
ciples ſhould: take; which lot, in a matter 


a. "dhe 


of fuch infinite conſequetice, wg __ 
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Alrected by inſinite Wiſdom. In the courſe 
of his miniiſtrys he ventured boldly to re- 
buke vice even though it was armed with 
that authority, the force of which it-pleaſed | 
Gop that this diſciple ſhould eminently 
feel. 1 The idolatrous 7 governor 5 of the | 
PREY bim Pry to bes Gin and 
then crucified, with ſome eirehmſtancea, 
which rendered bis death miſerably tedious 
to himſelf, though peculiarly inſtructive to 
PR bis ſufferings: His hands 
and his feet were not nailed to the crals, 
as his bleſſed Saviour's had been; his dean 
was therefore more lingering; but his faith 
and patience were eee than death, 
it might preſent e 
Which of you will not be affected when 
I tecite to you this . artnet ain 
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e 
ght of it? 4 Long,” ſays he, „ have I 
expected and deſired this happy hour: wel- 
come the croſs on which I am about to be 
_ lifted up, for the ſake of that Goſpel, which 
He who died on thee for the fins of the 
world; left as an invaluable legacy! I come 
to thee with joy and triumph, intreating 
| thee to receive me as a diſciple and fol- 
—_—_ lower of Him, who offered Himſelf upon 
It = ne as an all- ſufficient ſacrifice and pro- 
: pit for us. Thou wert eminently 
Will, "JE conſecrated by bearing the body of Chriſt, 
and wert more adorned with his limbs, 
| than if thou hadſt been inlaid with pearls: 
1 8 thou haſt long been expected by me: thon 
_ dag receive my Lord and Saviour before 
. me: to thee 1 have long looked forward 
| paces impatience; and now rejoice that I 
| an” arrived at thee. O! be thou the 
11 WM means of n fate to my bleſſed 
1 5 bnd | | OG . 


1 
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EEE 


4 Maſter ; ho nat long ſince wert the in · 
ſtrument of conveying the ineſtimable bleſ- 
ing of Redemption to mankind.” To this 
croſs he remained bound with cords-for 
two days; during all which time he never 
_ ceaſed exhorting the people to continue 
a ſtedfaſt in the faith, which he had delivered 
told, were made uſe of to ſpare: his life; 
might be of no avail, but that he might 
then be ſuffered to Wag to be _— 
and to be with Chriſt. ag 
Ihe leſſons which this feſtival is deſigned 
to teach us are various. F irſt, when, 
like St. Andrew, we en are made 
- acquainted with the truth and i importance 
of Religion, we. ſhould. ſhew the fame 
earneſtneſs, which he. did, -in- haſtening to 
his brother St. Peter: with the glad tidings, 
a be had found, the Meſſiah; by endes | 
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voutidg/ ro make all our relations, bl 
and dependents the true followere and tor. | 
vants of the Bleſſed Jeſus. 
of Duty and Religion, which, asFhave/al 
ready obſerved, may be made per 
fiſtent' with the honeſt and faichful n 
charge of the duties of our ſeveral: ſtations 
in the World. Thirdly, we leatn (from 
* Apoſtle's previous attachment to St. 
John the Baptift, before he was called by 
"har Saviour;) that a courſe of humilia- 
tion and repentance is the ſitteſt prepara: 
tian for tlie graces and virtues preſeribed ö 
by the Goſpel. And laſtly; though we, in 
theſe happier days, may not be expoſed to 
the ſorrows and tribulations, which" the 
firſt profeſſors and teachers of Chr 
were under the neeeſſity of encountering, 
nme maſt : 
mbet, that no fafferintg is to be declitied, $ 


0 


4 


sr. ANDREW. 17 
whether of cenſure, ridicule, or reproach, 
if this ſhould be our portion in the way to 
heaven: thus chearfully taking up the 
croſs, without provoking contempt by in- 
diſcretion and folly ; and rejoicing, when 
we are counted worthy to ſuffer for the 
name of JEsus; being aſſured, that thoſe 
momentary trials, to which we may be 
liable in our Chriſtian courſe, will, at the 
end thereof, work out for us a far more ex- 
| ceeding and eternal weight of glory, en 5 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lond: 
To whom, with the Faxuts 1 Pi 
HoLy Guosr, three Perſons and one Go, 
be all honour and glory, thankſgrvmg and 
Hraiſe, world without end. AMEN. 
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SAINT: T HOMAS, a 
o Fro? —_ : 
5 An.e vv 6 al HS Ky 
St. jour XX. CY 2 
me, Wel thou haft ſeen me, 5 hag: 
believed; bleſſed are they that b have” not 
"os and of awe have believed. Rags | 


N the character of the. Apoſtle, St. 
Domat, (che outline of whoſe hiſtory 

the plan which 1 have propoſed leads me 

to ſet before you,) we have a remarkable 
inſtance of ſlowneſs to Aa conviction 

N on the one hand, and of a readineſs to 
„make the fulleſt acknowlegement of it, 
when once it had taken place, on the 
other. "When" we hear this incredulous 


Dx? __,_ diſciple 


22 7 Sr. THOMAS. | 
diſciple yielding at length to the fatisfac- 
tion produced by his ſenſes, on having 
ſeen, and, even touched,” the wounds of 


_ — * 1 


his bleſſed Maſter—when we liſten to his 


fervent exclamation, My Loxp and my 
Gop !—we know not whether we ſhould 
moſt gratefully admire— His goodneſs 
and mercy, who for the confirmation of 
our faith, ſuffered this Apoſtle to doubt 
of our Sqviour's zefurreQion, and thus. led | 


him to bear ſuch ample teſtimony to the 


Divinity of the Son of Gop ; or, the gra- 
cious condeſcenſion of the bleſſed Ixs us, in 
pardoning the weaknehs of his ſervant, and 
conſenting to the removal of every abſtacle 


to his faith in this eſſential article of Chrif- 


tianity. It has pleaſed Gop, by this inci- 
dentalcircumſtance of St, Thomas's back- 


-— wardnels to believe, to furniſh us. with a 


molt undeniable argument, for our conyie- 
"0 WHO all Pb or ſeryple, that, the | 


very 


add and 3 was + raifed from the 


power of death, and completely reſtored to 
life. Such as have themſelves had too much 
ſlowneſs of heart to believe what is ſo fully 


declared in the Goſpel, concerning * | 


vinity of our Saviour, have been inclined to 
treat-this rapturous exclamation of _ | 


* Load AND MY Gop!” merely as a ſtrong 
expreſſion of wonder and aſtoniſhment : 


but ſuch perſons by no mean. conſider the 
words in their proper ſignification: they _ 


are a full, perfect, unequivocal acknow- 
legement, on the ground of a moſt entire. 
conviction, that HE, who could thus raiſe 


Himſelf to life, and who, by ſo doing, had. 


accompliſhed His own prophecies concern- 


THE MIGHTY. GoD.—lIt is as though. the 


Apoſtle. had faid, © Thou art my very 


Lond and Maſter, whoſe doctrines I have 


9 04.5 nee 


* 
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— with delight; 3 to "whoſe 1 ; 
15 have ſo frequently been an aſtoniſhed. 
wnneſs; and of r almighty power 
over the principalities and powers of dark- 
neſs I can now no . entertain a mo- 
ment' doubt. 

- Thavedwelt . more at upon 
this topic, becauſe I think it is, what it 
was intended to be, the fulleſt argument 
| imaginable of the truth of that doctrine, 
Which I conſider as the chief Corner-ſtone 
of our Religion. Our bleſſed Saviour's reply 
in the words of the text manifeſtly declares, 
that He admitted the Apoſtle's confeſſion of 
his faith; and conſidered it, as, in its ob- 
vious meaning, juſtly applicable to Him- 
ſelf. What muſt be their ſentitnents- of 
Him, whom they ſee accepting as his Juſt 
right the title of Lon D, and of < Gop,”- 
and who yet continue to aſſert that He 
was a mere man ! The dilemma 1 into whieh” 
n „5 93 


r. THOMAS. ts 


they are throw n f is fatal to their dane 
difficulties they have to conquer are unſur- 
mountable; and their impiety is without 
excuſe. Inſtead of reproving the forward- 
neſs of this Diſciple in giving Him that 
adorable appellation My Lon p and my Go, 
He ſaith unto him, Thomas, becauſe thou Eaſt 
feen me, thou haſt believed: —BeliFeed what? © 
elieved that I am Gop, as well as man, and 
that I have incontrovertibly declared my al- 
mighty power, by my reſurrection from the 
dead. Bleſſed are they, that have not ſcen; 
bleſſed are they, that, without this ſort of 
evidence which thou haſt required, have yet 
believed that Lam their Loxp and their Gop/ 
- Having now declared to you the fatis- 
faction which I myſelf. derive, and which 
I truſt every impartial hearer or reader of 
this hiſtory will not fail to derive, from 


ſuch a elear, abſolute, and unqualified de- 


clara of the 3 the AO and 5 | 


nn ar. nous. 


made of our xr faith, G4 am not to FER 
count AE the hs «whale 8 
for the ſake of the Goſpel we this day com- 
memorate; and whoſe flowneſs to believe 
may be conſidered as ſtamping an addi- 
ns, his faith, which required fuch 
demonſtration: inaſmuch as it ſerves. to 
convince us, that he was not afterwards led 
on by any enthuſiaſtic fervour to perſevere 
ibis profeſſion even unto death; but that he 
5 by the fulleſt conviction, that 

| the Goſpel which he preached contained the 


Words of eternal life, and was the record 'of 


_ who was very God, and very man. 
Of this Apoſtle's kindred and country 
e have very little account in the evan- 
gelical hiſtory: he was called Didymus, 
which ſigniſies a twin; either as having 
aQually: been fo, or as having aſſumed a 
name, which in the Greek language is of 
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the fame aten with that of Thomas 
among the Hebrews: he was certainly 3 
lew.; and probably was of Galilee: and 
there are ſome circumſtances which incline 
| us to believe, that he purſued the occu⸗ 
pation. of - fiſhing; as we find him ac- 

companying St. Peter on his return to that 
employment, after our Saviour's refurrec- 
* To, the credit of this Apoſtle, it gught 
to be obſerved, that, although, in the in - 
ſtance before us, we find a backward- 
neſs to receive conviction, there does not 
upon other occaſions appear any want of 
Leal, or Chriſtian fortitude ; but rather an 
cagerneſs to meet danger, inſtead of a wiſh 
to avoid it. When the Apoſtles were diſ- 
ſuading our Saviour from returning into 
Judea, becauſe the Jews had ſought to 
ſtone him, (in which reſolution He, how- 

ever, perſiſts, that He might raiſe vp La- 


4 Zarus 
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their Maſter i « 


| how ſhall webe partakers of His glory? 0 


ſpirit of enquiry, an unwillingneſs blindly. 


the full conviction of his judgment and 


qbaltibn; tho' urged for the particular pur- 
8 poſe of individual information, produces, 1 


— öl AB. 


kur ol the dead,) St. Thomds pröpols 
that they ſhould at all events accompany 
et US alſo go that we may | 
« die with Him: Let us be partakers of 
His ſufferings, whateher they may be, or 


” Throughout the whole of this Apoſtle's 


FOI there is a more than ordinary | 
to embrace any doctrine, which had not 


underſtanding. Jeſus ſaid, „ go to my 
Father's houſe to prepare manſions ' for 
you : this ſeems to ſatisfy the other dif- 
ciples ; but Thomas, ſeeking for yet far- 
ther ſatisfaction on the ſubject, faith unto 
Him, Lond, 6 we hnow not with thou 

« roeft, and how can woe know the way? This\ 


as on 1 many other occaſions, an anſwer of 


8 Y 
W. . 28 4 


| unvoerſal 


ST. THOMAS. 29 


anverſal impuartance ; and of infinite conſo 
lation to all true, believers ; 3 Jeſus ſaith unto 
lim, I am the Way, and ile Truth, and the 
Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me. Thus doth, our Saviour, with equal 
condeſcenſion and; wiſdom, declare, that 
He is the perſon ſent by the Father into the 
world, to ſhew to mankind the path which 
leadeth to eternal life; and that they who. 
keep in the way which he hath pointed out. 
to them, will not fail, through His bleſſing, 
to arrive at the kingdom of heaven. My Hog 

With reſpect to the country in which the | 
Apoſtle St. Thomas. exerciſed his miniſtry, 
the province allotted him was Parthig. He 
is ſaid to have viſited ; the region from 
which the wiſe men came, WhO brought 
preſents to the new-born, Saviour of the 
world; and to have baptized ſeveral of its 
| inhabitants, and appointed them as his fel- 
ae zin the Propagation; of the 
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Goſpel. - Hir Atended his Ebours 0 thi. 
Inhabitants of India; where the bramins 
or prieſts conſpired fo put him to death. 
In his fetirement, for the purpoſe of de- 
votion, they farrounded hint with an ariti- 
ce—they loaded hir with darts aud 
ſtones — at length, one, more compaf. 
fonate than the reſt, pierèed him through 
With a lanee, and put un end to his fuller. 
ings. One act of decent attention was 
not denied him: che object of their ehvy 
and their apprehenſion being now femeved, 
his perſecutors did not object to the inter- 
ment of his body in the church, which he 
Hilnſolf had cauſed to be erested. 
This is the outline of this Aiſtinguiſhed 
: Apoftie's life, character, and fufferings ; 
our purpoſe in the commemération of his 
 Excelibiie virtues; of His hetvie conſklncy, 
2s well as of that mixture of human frailty 


and infitmity t6 which the beſt of men ure 


| coy in mo of on. Stvidur's Os 
From the patiende and eondeſtenfich 5 
of our bleſſe# Lord: itr thus besring win 


liable, cannot better be anſwered, than by 
inen from what has been ſaid the fol. 
es ance au ae cem to 


in this Apoſtle's general turn of mind 4 
diſpoſition favourable to Religion, and well 
: e to aſſent to * ruths, an 16 


| 619tlide bo Which the tert telle, we fh 
degree of ineredulity, nearly Bordering on 


abſolute unbelief: yet he inſtantly yielded, 
when ard means of Went were. 


—— ei backward: ' 
- neſs to believe; by eke fulneſs of his ac- 


knowlegement, and by his decifive telt 


the 


% l THOMAS: 
ihe inſrmities of his; ſervant, let us 


not haſtily to reject thoſe as. Ban, 


| conviction, who may not be ſo ready as we 
could with, to receive the tr 


ruths of the 


5 eee aa Em We can, though Sen 

| 5 bleſſing OROUL. endeavours, perſuade them 
0 4% His will, they will nat long oppoſe 

our holy Re- 


mende w. the Hr EG gef , ) 
bgion.. nt 1 30 12 225 Adi lid 


Secondly, wegbſerve that the text pro- 
them bleſſed who have Alten; * 


n me? 


| 1 not had that ſort of d. 


Goſpel: we muſt be content, hy little and 
little; * overcome the prejudices Which 
indiſpeſe "1 men to ee, thoſe do- 


which, St, Thomas . required; that Chriſt , 


was actually riſen from the dead, and yet 


have believed this fact: it. is a truth, Which 


muſt ever be conſidered as the great hul- 


wark of our Religion; and it muſt needs 


be 


# 
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Seriptures afford us; the teſlimony of 
enemies as well as friends; the teſtimony 
of men and of angels ; and the teſtimony 
of Chriſt Himſelf, © T ant He that livethy 
and was dead, and behold T am alrve for 
evermore.”” . 


The Goſpel, which we protects to believe, 
and which we-receive as the unerring rule 
of our conduct, ſtands confirmed on the 
foundation of prophecies fulfilled; of mi- 
racles performed; of moſt authentic re 
cords of hiſtorical facts; in ſupport of Wie 
many of its true believers have chearful) 
facrificed their lives. It has alſo ſuck in- 
terhal evidence of its truth, and of its divine 
| original, as ro other fyſtemm of religion ever 
| pollefſed. Ik is pure, atid tends to the ad 
vancement of purity ii ar Akt embi | 
it; its precepts' are holy, — fait 
hx its tendeney is i to make us happy 


"D in 
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in this life; chiefly by holding forth to us 
the bliſsful proſpect of glory in che next, 
through the infinite merits of that atone- 
ment, which its Author was pleaſed io 
offer for the fins of the world. Let our 
faith in this Goſpel be the prevailing prin- 
ciple of our religious conduct; and let no | 
dangers diſcourage us from the profeſſion 
of it. Let us, with the Apoſtle of this 
day, ſhew a diſpoſition to practiſe what we 
know to be the will of Gop; and if we 
have any doubt or perplexity in our minds 
concerning matters of a deeper and my- 
ſterious nature, let us hope, that Gop will 
reveal to our humble and well- directed en- 
quiries as much as his wiſdom ſeeth ne- 
ceſſary for us to know, in order to our 
everlaſting ſalvation. Let us be thankfyl 
for the deciſive evidence afforded us of all 
that is neceſſary for us to know and be- 
Pre to our ſoul's N and as to thoſe 


„„ ſecret 
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ſecret things which belong. unto the Lo 


our Gop, let us wait with patience for 
that hour, when the myſteries of God 
ſhall be fully revealed to our enlarged ca- 


pacities; when we ſhall ſee Gop as He 


is, and dwell with Him in bliſs unutter- 


able for ever and ever. 5 
Now 0 Gop the Father, Oc, 
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LEY 


Shen Us « Child is born ; unto ot 
given; and the government ſhall be uſton 
His ſhoulder : and His Name ſhall be 
called Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 
Gov, the bee nan the Prince 
of <a 80 | g 
HE i whoſe: tein of 
the Meſſiah is here recited; is with 
5 Wood reaſbn file; « The Evangelical Pro- 
phet; his expreſſions on many other oc- 
 cafions as well as in the paſſage before us 
reſembling rather an hiſtory” than a pro. 
720 5 4 phecy 
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phecy of the bleſſings and glad tidings of 
the goſpel-diſpenſation, < Unto Us a Child 


is born, unto Us a Son zs given;“ that is, 
in theCeounfels of His LibRnite wiſdom, 
with whom things paſt, preſent, and fu- 
ture, form one unchangeable period; and 


who is the fame yefteraay, to-day, and for 


ever: one day with Him being as a thou- 


ſand years, and a theuſund years ag one 
_ day. Won ws 9 Men n Wy! 

Ihe nature of this bighly-diftingaiſhed 
Feſtival cartyigg our thoughts to the, hu- 


birth, it may be the more neceſſary, that 
we ſhould inſiſt on thoſe characters of the 


- Medals wich.declraillias © 
Gon, . Mell as Mery Mandll To this! 


_ facred hiſtory ems particgtarly: abe 


in the narrative. of the bfg f Jeſus, from 
the firſt to the lateſt moment of it. ven 


e His nativity, Heaven itſelf interpoſes 
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in aſſerting His dignity, who, being con- 
d ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, :: ſhould be 
5: Called the Sox of Gov. His birth, in a 
1 ſtate of the utmoſt degradation, is cele- 
* wbrated by a choir of Angels in that hymn 
which ſo aptly deſeribed the purpoſe of 
His coming: Glory ta Gop in the 
u AHigheſt. and on earth peace, good-will 
de towards men.” A bright ſtar in the fir- 
mament of heaven is appointed to direct 
ed the Eaſtern ſages to the place of His ha- 
wu” Il tivity; and coſtly offerings of gold, and 
rs frantincen/e, and niyrrh, are preſented to 
ut W Him, 'who was. denied- the ordinary a- 
ne commodations- of ordinary children, . At 
che moment of His condeſcenſion to the 
-firſt-ordinance'of- eircumciſion, a ham was 
given Him, (the name of Ixs vs,) above 
. Tn e ne 
or nn Go. N 3 \ MOSS | "as 1 


2 
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Thus might we go on through every pe- 
riod of His life, even to the moment of 
His departure out of the world; when the 
ſun was darkened the earth ſhook—the 
rocks were rent — he graves were opened 
the dead àroſe and all nature ſcemed to 
Sytnpathize with the Gop of nature ſuffer. 
ing a tx wo eee A ee on 
5 oroſs. - 4 "v0 
With minds . Sgt: let us con- 
ider the Prophet's deſcription of the Mef- 
r ee of the text. f 15 N 
Dito Ur a Child is born In all raſpodt 
as truly a child, as any of the children of 
men, for er ie hy e e * 
RA $8 bern tos a7 9, 
Luton 20 8 5 ee 


His going down with His parents to Na- 
RKareth, and becoming ſubject unto lem. 
ws 20h 


many other | inſtances of filjal 'obedience, | 


* * 
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But here the Prophet elevates our minds 
from the. contemplation of the Son of a 
poor virgin, to the. character of the Son of 
God, contraſting, the glory of the latter 
with the humiliation of the former in one 
and the ſame perſon. For, paſſing from 
the recital of His ſelf-abaſement, he next 
declares the Fer of His Sede. 
minion : 

1. The . 60 be #hon His 
PEA meaning, that the charge and 
government of His Church, with which 
He bath promiſed to be preſent to the end 
of time, ſhall be laid upon Him; to illu- 
ſtrate which, the Prophet introduces an 
alluſion to the cuſtom of wearing the * key, 
the enſign of power and authority, ſuſ- | 
pended from, or borne upon Bs; ſhoulder. 


He' was appointed * * © 5 OR Na the 


= | See Biſhop Lowih on n Obap x 


4 THE'NATIVITY of CHRIST. 
pfſalmiſbs prophetical expreſſion, c on Gob's 
holy hilt of Sion, to be the governor,” the 
'  evardian, the protector and preſerver of 
His Church; and alfo to be the ſovereign 
of all the empires of the world, whether 
temporal or ſpiritual; to diſpoſe of them 
according to His infinite juſtice, and wil- 
dom, and goodneſs ; to rule the kings of 
the earth, who riſe up againſt Him, with 
a rod of iron, and to break in pieces the 
ſons of pride, like a potter's veſſel. 
N. The Prophet then 3 to the dig- 
nified titles WWD Child, which ſhould be 
born 630: 5 ALES FH ne 
2. Hrs Name fhatl be called eee | 
When "the" Angel Jehovah appeared to 
Manodh, previous to the birth of his ex- 
traordinary fon, and the queſtion was aſked, 
What is thy name; that when thy ſay- 
ings gome to paſs, we may do thee ho- 
nour?“ The anſwer to this queſtion was, 


1A « Why 


7 


| which the ſame Divine Perſon, under a 


.the tithe, Monderful, 1 is, witk all the rea- 


_-SEELOR. 


72 
rum NH VE ob chf. 43 
Why aſkeſt chou my name, feeing it is 


ferret? The original ood”. a, *< ſee... 
ing it is wonderful; the ſame word, by 


different appearance, is here deſcribed by 
the Prophet: avornderful, as hath been al- 
ready declared, in every circumſtance, from 


whole enurſe of His unexampled life, 
even to the te. aſſumption of bis glory, 
an Tlis naſcenſton into Heaven; the par- 
tiaulars of which it is impoſſible to review, 
and nat avithout{hefitation pronounce; that 


ſlar-inithe world ; appropriate to the Child" 
here ſaid to be born; to the Son here an. 


nuunerds as given to the world. 
7. Ein name ſhall be cata Co dente 


- The . eee of "rs Gio 
law: He. came bo dec the will 5 


„8, Judg, xi 18. bn, fa ix. f. 


86 e eee ener. 
Go; ; and His gunſel is, thut we ſhould 
obſerve, and obey, it; He came to deliver 
à complete rule of 5 duty, V and His counſel 
is, that wie. ſhould, in every part of our 
came. to exemplify to the world, in His 
perſon, in His character, and above all, 
in His infinitely meritorious ſufferings, 
the, ſtupendous counſels ,of infinite Wil- 
dom, juſtice, power, and mercy, reſpect- 
ing | the reſtoration of fallen man: And, 
laſtly,.. whereas the revelation of the 
counſels of. Heaven was made known to 
our fathers, by * different portions, and! in 
various manners, by dreams and viſions, 
by oracles, ſigns, and prophecies; they 
were communicated completely to us, in 
cheſe laſt days, by the ſtill, ſmall, but 
perſuaſive voice of Him, that « ſpake , 
A ONS” IP, n and whoſe doc 


K 
71. 


* 


purpoſe? Our aſtoniſhment can only be 


=> 
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trines were accompanied and confirmed by 


5 br teſtimony of miracles. | 


His name | ſhall be called Tus, 
— TY Gop. | 
If there is any meaning in words, this 
exnretien, unleſs it can be done away by. 
fome fair interpretation, 18 deciſive in "IM 
vour of that apoſtolical declaration: amidſt 
innumerable others, that in the perſon, | 
thus humbled for our fakes, dwelt all the, 
Fulnaſs of tlie Godhead bodily : He is de- 


ſcribed as hu brightneſs of God's glory, 


as. the. expreſs image of His perſon, and 
as upholding all things by the word of 
His power.” What language can denote 
Divinity in che perſon and character of the 
Son of Man, if this is inadequate to the 


equalled by our pity and concern, when 
we ſee men ſtudious to evade ſuch direct 


and poſitive. ee, bor no > hover: pur- 


poſe, 
[ 
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A ro rod Chriſti of it brighteit 
jewel, an the profeſſors of Chriſtianity of. 
their ſureſt conifbrt. If Ze Child Ixsus is 
not alſo the Mio HT Gop, the whole ſyſtem | 

of our religion falls at once to the ground . 

we ate yet in out fins, and fill under the 
ſentence FS conde ination.” B For no n 


r 


| fingers, or as an a Wks atonement ä 
for them: that act of grace muſt have 
| remained unaccomplithed for ever. 
F. But, His name ſhall alſo be called 
THE EVERLASTING Farytn : "theſe 
words have been well tranſlated®, : the | 
Father of the everlaſting age. . 
* The ſeveral diſpenſa tions of God, have 
— divided into different periods or 


BIEN ATSDNLD 5 14 

* ww 28 is thus rendered by Biſhop "oY and by 
Dr. Kennicott ; the latter of whom had thrown great 
CHA ages Wikies: 
ig hie beautiful chapter. | 


: 2; Ages, 


m SS © 
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ages, as the patriarchal, the legal, the biſto- 
rical, and the prophetical. All theſe were 
ordained'to continue for their allotted time, 
and to have an end when the purpoſes of | 
their appointment ſhould be accompliſhed. | 
The'ceremonial law, which was given by 
Moſes, © ceaſed, when grace and truth 
came by Jefus Chriſt. The types were 
no longer of uſe, when the 
whom tbey directed men's 


erſonage, to 


peured; and the prophecies d of 


courſe; When He, in whom they were 
etch fulfilled, was manifeſted to the 
World. Thus were all the preceding ages 


| of perde ſwallowed up in that, which 


was to continue, and will remain ſo long 
as the world fd laſt. The author of 
the epiſſle to the Hebrews" tells us, that 


God, by his Sn a, made the worlds, but 
| whoever attends to the original expreffion; 


id $420 1 Gl IP POP ETA 4 78 hb 3-4 5 as 


e aldvas imo. Heb... 2. 


E | will 
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will ſee at once, that i it alludes to the dif- 
ferent ages or periods of the world, and 
does not offer the ſlighteſt argument in 
favor of that incomprehenſible notion of 
a plurality of worlds: the period of the 
goſpel is the laſt diſpenſation of God's 
mercy; the laſt declaration of His will 
to mankind: this period of the goſpel 
ſhall continue, till faith ſhall be improved | 
into perfect knowledge; till Ahe ſhall be 
ſwallowed up in perfect enjoyment; and 
till the capacities of our ſouls ſhall be ſo 
infinitely enlarged, as to enable us to be- 
hold Go as he is, and be made partakers 
of that fulneſs of j joy which is in * | 
ſence for evermore. | 
Of this we ö 
ever, if Hit name had not, laſtly, been 
called, Taz PIN R or Pracg— the 
great Author of Peace between hea ven 
and earth, 1 variance Vith each other 
the 


\ 
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the gracious Reconciler of man when 
in à ſtate of rebellion againſt God—at 


enmity with himſelf, and with all that js 


valuable and dear to him, whilſt at en · 
mity with bis Creator. To reſtore us to 
the Divine favour, was the great errand 
of this Prince of Peace; by His miniſtra- 


tion, to prepare us for mercy; by His 


doctrine of repentance, to admit us to 
terms of forgiveneſs ; and to work ſuch a 
e change 1 in our hearts, our wills, and our 
affections, as might render us capable of 
that glory, which He died to purchaſe for 
us. In Him, who is our Peace, we behold 
that enmity aboliſhed, which would for 
ever have ſeparated between us and our 
God and through Him, with the confidence 
of children, we dare approach the God 
2 eee of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, under 


ation of His Father 


audour Foyle of His Gov and our Gov.” 
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* have dwelt fo long on the ſeveral par- 
ticulars of this very intereſting paſſage of 


ſeripture, as to leave myſelf but little oppor- 


tunity of enforcing the duties, which this 
holy ſeaſon more eſpecially demands of us: 
let me, however, briefly, but earneſtly, 


intreat you to meet it alyays,, with a 


moſt grateful, but well-corrected feſtivity 
of heart; like thoſe, W ho are; truly 'ſen- N 
ſible of the bleſſings it conveys, and not 
unmindful of the obligations which it lays 
vpon them. If ever ſin were more ex- 
ceeding ſinful at one time than another, 
kit is when we are commemorating the 
mercy of God, in ſending His Son into 
the World, to put away ſin by the ſacrifice 
of Himſelf; and if ever negle& of duty 
were more than ordinarily criminal, it is, 
when, in celebrating His gracious entrance 
into the world, we ſhew ourſelves regard - 


e of His laſt ee on his leaving it. 
| When 


1 * 
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When He bids us receive the memo- 


rials of His death and ſufferings, in the 
holy communion, let us reflect, that He 
who requireth this ſervice at our hands, 
therefore lived, that He might die for us; 


and Zherefore- died, that we, through the 
merits of His death, might live for ever. 
Under this impreſſion, we can never be 


indifferent to this, or any other part of our 


duty; we ſhall, through the help of thoſe 


means of grace which are afforded us, labour 
to purify ourſelves, even as he is pure ; that 


when He, who, as at this time, viſited 


the world in great humility, as its Saviour, 
ſhall return in the clouds of heaven as 


its Judge, we may be received into His 
eternal and glorious kingdom, where, with 


Thee, O Father, and Thee, O Holy 


| Ghoſt, He liveth and reigneth ever, One 


God, world without end. Amen. 
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yer they FO! "IIS cane: a Binh | 
and ſaying, 4 Lord. JIxsvs, receive my 
. Firit:“ and he tnezled dawn, and cried. 
' 403th a loud Voice, Lon, lay not this 
In to their charge; and when he had 

1 this, he Wer 5 5 88 a 

| ROM Sag dat dts my 
ſtery of Godlineſs, Gon manifeſt in 
tie fleſi, (a myſtery, wherein it appears, 
that Heaven and Earth were intereſted, 
the Angels deligliting to proclaim the 
wonders. of Divine 'mercy,) we are now 

| 1 | Called : 
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called upon to commemorate the exemplary 


being the firſt follower of the Captain of 


our Salvation in the noble army of Chriſt- 


ian Martyrs—of whofe-charaQter and doc- 
trines we have perhaps a more full and 


circumſtantial account, than of any other 


in this illuſtrious. catalogue. He is firſt 


deſeribed ton us full ef Faith; and. of the 


Holy Ghoſt : 4s! endued with the power 
of ding. many mifacles and wonders 
among the people; conſequentiy an object 
of much e and jealouſy to the members 


of the ſynagogue." MP win various quarters 
they collected themſelves, employ i ing all 


che means which ſophiſtry and malice 


o] ſuggeſt in order to 'overthrow his 
dectrine, und vilify bis perſon; but they 


were unable to reſiſt the wiſdom. ak! the 


FÞixit by vd 
ſary; tharelite]. ww e ſhould have re- 


8 


If 8 i 


. 15 courſe 


. oe 


t Saint, y who had the honour of * 


h he ſpake. It Was neceſ- 


E 7 > 3 2 p 1 528 9 : „58 SS 
in his Seuntsnsnes 1 
3 * * » : * - 
ä | 1 


\ 
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courſe to more violent meaſures 3 and a- 
cordingly we are told, that they ſuborned 
falſe” Nen to ä that 2 bad 


Mis waa ami Tab « he - he eaſe” 5 


not to profane the holy Temple and diſohey 
the Law. As a proof of what they ah 
ſerted, they declared, that they had heard 
him ſay, that Jeſus of Nazareth, whom 


he preached, ſhould the Temple, | 
and ſhould change. 
theſe. accuſations; whilſt they Who | tate in 8 


the epuncil were watching the effects, 
which they would produce on the Saint thus 


wickedly arraigned, inſtead! of any token | 
of ſhame and confuſion, they ſaw nothing 


4 
— 


t "beams. of innocence, and light, and 
: | 3 


a hd hen tics fan den I's. 
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their malice he'oppoſes-meekneſs; to their 
falſchood, truth; to their ranecour, cha- 
rity; and to their ill- founded accuſations, 
ſound; ſolid,” and ſubſtantial arguments. 
Theſe are ſo fully ſet. forth in the ſeventh 
chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, that 
juſtice could not be done to them without 
tranſcribing the whole chapter; to which 
therefore 1 ſhall rather beg leave to refer 
vou; only 2 obſerving, that their general 


deſign is to convince his adverſaries, that 


_ thoſ& external rites upon which they laid 


ſo great a ſtreſs, were not ſo indiſpenſably 
neceſſary-as1 they ſuppoſed. them. to be 


been only made uſe of, as a token of the, 
covehant betwixt Gop and his people for 
ſeveral ages that Gop had commanded. 
firſt a Tabernacle to be erected by. Moles, 
| and. A Rrde a Temple by Solomo b 
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to whom they were dedicated, needeth 
his reſidence,” becauſe He filleth Heaven 
and Earth with His preſence. He re- 
quireth, however, the dedication of our 


hearts, and ſoule, and bodies, to His ſer- 


vice, not only in our Private retirement, 
but alſo in the congregation of the Saints + 
but theſe external worſhippers,. whoſe Fa- 
thers had perſecuted the Prophets, reſting 
the whole of their religion on outward 

performances, had refiſted the. Holy Ghoſt, 
and had betrayed. and murdered the JusT . 
Oxx, without any regard to that ſalvation, 
which He came to accompliſh for che 


children of men . Such a diſcourſe as cis 
was received, (as it might reaſonably be 


expected.) with every indication of rage 


heart, the hiſtorian tells us, and -they 
%%%%ͤͤöͤðO—ͤů bo 
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bez being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, was 
regardleſs of their fury; and being favoured 
with an heavenlyviſion; he ſaw the glory 
of God, and Jeſus ſtanding on the right 
hand of Gp; on his public acknows- 
legemdnt ef which eminent interpoſition 
of: divine-favour, he was inſtantly con- 
victed of blaſphemy, and ſentenced to be 
ftoned to deaths the puniſpment ordained 
in the law for the meſt enormous crimes: 4 
And not we behold this holy Saint, in a 
cloſe itnitation'of his bleſſed Maſter, kneel- 
ing upori his knees,” and with uplifted 
hands, ztnplering forgivenels for his mur- 
derers; beſeeching recen in "thi 
very words of the g ſeious Sav 
mankind, not to jay the Hilter his blood 
to cheir charge j und aſter recommending 
bis foul to Gop, we are told; chat He ll 
geh. The expreſſion; here uſed by the 
facred writer, is 3 of the death 


al | | of 


. 
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bf the body, under the moſt pleaſing i image 
that: could be employed on the occaſion? 
ſweet. was that fle ep, from which the voice 


of the Archangel, the trump of Gon, 


would awaken him to joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory: Tweet wWas that ſleep, 


into which this eminent ſervant of G0 
was now fallen; who was gone to reſt 


from all his ſufferings and ſorrows on ac- 
count of the Goſpel,” Which he had ſtood 
forth, as one of its firſt and nobleſt advo- 
cates, to defend. Bleſſed are the dead; which 


thus: ſleep in the Lon. Even: fo, faith the 
| a fer. they: reft from their labourr. 


It is not without a Fe ee 
1 a circumſtance is here mentioned, of 
which I ſhall not forbear to take notice; 
which implieates one, who was afterwards 
che chief of the Apoſtles; in the guilt of 
this eruel tranſaction. We are told, that 
the witneſſes, wWhoſe hands were to be 


5 i 


io * sT. STEPHENS ' 


firſt on the perſon accuſed, having tripped 
themſelves. of their clothes, to be» more 


at liberty to perpetrate their horrid pur: 


poſe” with effect, laid tem dotun at the 


feet of @ young man whoſe name <0a Saul 
We are told, that Saul, afterwards the 


very chief of the Apoſtles, was at that 
time conſenting 10 tus death; and there- 
Fore fairly within the reach of the holy 
Martyr's interceſſion, when he prayed. for 
his murderers. And which of us will 
venture to ſay, that the moſt extraordi- 


nary converſton of that zealous and bitter 


adverſary. to the truth was not, in part at 


leaſt, the effect of this righteous man” 8 


ben prayers at that awful wament, in 


WJ A — „ * — 1 25 » * 
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The en of ale: lefluees now: MPF 


me to ſet before you the leſſons, which we 
bave to learn from the commemoration. of 
* firſt FR s ſufferings, and of his moſt 
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eminent virtues. We here behold an illuſ- 


trious Saint of Go, who had been trained 
up under the immediate inſtruction of our 
bleffed Saviour: we do not therefore won 
der to find him deſcribed as © full of faith 
and the Holy Ghoſt;” as endued with 4 
more than ordinary portion of that hea- 
venly ſpirit, which had been lately poured 
forth on the Apoſtles. He was admira- 


bly {killed in all parts of the Chriſtian 


doctrine, and endued With great eloquenee 
to publiſh and declare it; enriched with 

many miraculous gifts and powers, and 
bleſſed with 4 ſpirit and reſolution to en- 
counter the moſt potent oppoſition. We 
find him ſelected as one of thoſe, who Were 
appointed to be coadjutors with the Apoſtles 
in the miniſtry of the Goſpel; in ſuperin- 


| tending the neceſſities of the poor, and pre- 


ſiding over the temporal as well as ſpiritual 
concerns of the Church. That à perſon. 
Ta 09 Fe "i 
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fo. eminent. for Chriſtian piety mould be 
an object of Jewiſh. malice; and envy, is 
not to be wondered at; and we are to 
learn from this, not to be diſcouraged by 
any of that oppoſition or conttadifion to 
which we may be expoſed, in the regular, 
faithful, and conſcientious diſcharge of 
our Chriſtian duty. From St. St. ephen's 
mode. of defence we may learn, that the 
beſt: vindication of our conduct is by an 
appeal to thoſe Scriptures, from Which 

our rule of . like is drawn, and to which it 
- B. our duty . to take care that it be con- 
formed. The enemies of the Faith are 
never ſo er a as 5 our How: 


WH 4. WU a 


| —_ 8 arten 9 that Hs bs. A 
purifying and - invigorating influence on our 
hearts and lives: and that while we are 
zealous advocates for the out ward. rites 
and ordinances ol u religion, we 


1 us * 4 


Md | | exnlider 


conſider them as means of graee, given ita 
us for our improvement it! thoſe; eſſential 
virtues, Which adorn the Chriſto Wn: 
rs Nn SiSihstmertt C217 Sack V „5 
From the unſhaken arme 5 35 555 
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that he-whoſe. faith is founded on a RO, 
hath nothing to fear from the ſtorms and 


tempeſts, which the malice of the devil, 


or the hatred of ungodly men may raiſe 


againſt him: and from his ene to- 


wards his enemies, Which accompat 
him to his lateſt moment, we may lata, 
that the advocates for the truth never 
appear to ſuch advantage, as when all bit- 
terneſs, and wrath, and 5 anger, are far re- 
moved from them, with every ſpecies of 
malice and ill-will—when being reviled, 
they bleſs; when being ee they ea 
cuſe; ben being perſecuted 
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all ſufferings, they are interceſſors with 

Jop, in behalf of thoſe; at whoſe hands 
they ſuffer. Such' extremities, bleſſed be 
God, we have no immediate cauſe to ap- 
1 prehend ; and therefore this, which may 
be conſidered as the ferfection of charity 
we may never be called upon to prac- 
tiſe. Let us not however fail on all oc- 
ceaſſions to exereiſe this virtue, in caſes 
of inferior trial. Theſe will occur, iti 
greater or leſs degree, to all that are 
determined to oppoſe the maxims and 
practices of the world, whenever they are 


found to ſtand in the way of their duty: 


all ſuch as are thus reſolved to live godly 
in Chrift Jeſus, the Apoſtle hath taught 
to expect a certain portion of the world's 
cotitempt, amounting to a kind of perſe. 
cution; but under ſuch circumſtances we 


Are encouraged" to rejoice and De Excas ds | 


1 glad, 8 W we 


Hg. 125 | meet 


— 


into the hands of Gop, and implared the, 
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meet * is: not drawn upon ourſelveschy; 
wilful imprudence, needleſs ſingularity, and 
a careleſs indifference, whether our - good: 
ee be or be not evil ſpoken of. Ser bItnkd 
We have already. adverted to the paxti- 
cular expreſſion. which the. ſacred hiſtorian, 
here makes uſe of, When he would deſcribe, 
the death of this bleſſed, Saint: e Having 
laid, this, having commended his ſpirit: 


divine merey in behalf of his murderers, 
we are told that he fell Hell. een 
are taught, ho ſweet, i is the death Dh * 
believers, and with what comfort. it is at⸗ 
tended. We ſee the ineſtimable value of 


that diſpoſition of mind which can ſmooth 
our paſſage through the vale of the ſhadow 
of death. And it 1s certain, that only a 
lively faith in Gop's mercy through Chriſt, 
productive of holineſs in our diſpoſition, | 
and integrity in our lives, will enable us 
18 5 i; to 
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St. JouN D 4. 
| ed] he 4 heile whom 7h. loved. i 


I F. ever — were found in any merely 


human character whatſoever things 


are true, whatſoever thin gs are venerable, - 
"whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 


things are lovely, and of good report, we 
may readily conceive they abounded j in 
that of the Evangeliſt whom we comme-= 
morate this day. The words of the text 


are ſufficient to remove any doubt, which 


| we might entertain on this point. The 


2 3 5 appellation 
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_ appellation of the diſciple whom Jeſus 


loved,“ muſt impiy fomething more than 


ordinarily amiable in the perſon thus emi- 


nently diſtiggüiſſied; HDi W find lean- 
ing on his divine Maſter's breaſt, and ad- 


mitted to a more than ordinary degree of 


confidence in the moſt trying moments of 
His life. Witneſs our Bleſſed Saviour's 


| addreſs to him from the Dog when, as 


it were, fegardleſs bf Bis rr förinerting 


fufferings, He ſhews His ſolicitude for His 


40 woah $34 £21 


afflied Mother. | Sceing her, and 25 His 


4 2 D 


Pryourite diſci ple tan ling y her, "He faith 
"unto His 1 mother, 50 /omnan, bEhold "thy 


4 


fon” Then faith He tothe diſciple, ge- 
hold thy mother.” We wonder not to 


b bear, that, from that hour, © this di ip 2 


0 344180 


took her unto own home. Nor tan 
we doubt, that the bleſſed Virgin "expe- 
rienced every po ſible mark of dutiful t- 
dention | and honou able e regard, from the 


N hands 
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hands of the Evangeliſt. This. particular 
eſteem for St. Fon, was. magifeſted by our 
Lonxp en ſeveral other oecaſions: he Was 
one of the ſelected witneſſes of ſome of 
His meſt ſtriking· miracles; he was. conſi- 


dered by the other diſciples, as honoured 


with-the greateſt degree of familiarity by 


our Saviour; and St. Peter, Who on other 


occaſions was ſufficjentlyo forward, When | 
deſirous of putting a very intereſting,queſt- 

ion to our Saviour, Which of them ſhould 
betray their Maſter?” choſe rather that 
this queſtion ſhould: be aſked by St. Yun, 


as the diſoiple leaſt likely to offend by pro- 
poſing it, and moſt likely to obtain a fatiſ- 


« factory reply. | 
Of che genealogy, the 8 | 


writings and the, general character of this 


Evangelit, you will erpeg that 1 h 


-fay- a few. words. He was à Galilean, 
the 228 of * and Salome, and the 
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younger brother to St. James the Great. 
He was brought up by his father to be 2 
fiſherman; and, together with, St. James, 
Was called to be an apoſtle and a diſciple 


of our Saviour. Theſe are the outlines 


which the ſacred writers have given us 
of this moſt eminent perſon — who Was 


one of the many examples of His infinite 


wiſdom and goodneſs, who choſe, for His 
followers and immediate attendants, the 
poor of this world, who (were yet rich 


in faith,) to be heirs of the promiſeg, 


which Gop hath made unto them that 
love Him. The early ſtage of his life, 
at which St. 7 was called to the pto- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, is a circumſtance, 
which muſt not be paſſed over becauſe it 
certainly ſerves to heighten the virtuous 
fell. genial of his character. Not yet arrived 


at thirty years of age, he was called to the 


. preſcribed. 


4 * > * 
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. WW preſcribed gravity, though it did not de- 
mand ſeverity; which required ſeriouſueſs, 
without affectation; and habitual ſobriety 
and.. devotion, without oſtentatious pa- 

rag We admire, the beauties of Reli- 


—- 3. 


AS ; . never | fails; NS our « higheſt ap- 
te probation and eſteem. We delight to-ſec 
is an offering: made to.Gop- of the beſt which 
ic che Chriſtian hach in his power to dedicate; 
h Wl the flower of his -youthy the vigour of his 
9, mind, the, perfection of his bodily! and 
at mental, abilities. And while: we dwell 
e, with pleaſure on the tokens of our Exvan- 
0 ; geliſt's zeal and affection, we are in- 
». . clined: to caſt a veil over that excels of tæ- 
it ſentment, which would have called down 1 
us divine vengeance on the Samaritans“ refu- 2 
ad ing to receive his Maſter. We can alſo, 

ne on the ſame ground, excuſe the ambitigus 

h wiſh to be ſeated on our Saviour's ght 
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hend in Eis kingdem. in a kind of exelu- 
five prefer nee above the reſt of -his- aſſo- 
eiates and fellowadiſciples. 

In his affectionate and dutiful attention WI r 
to the bleſſed Virgin this Apoſtle is re- 
ported to have continued, till about fifteen MW * 
Bauer our Loxy's aſcenſion; at which MW e 

time it is ſuppoſed this holy perſon follov 
her Son, her Lonp, and her Saviour, tothe 
—— prepared for the faithful 
in heaven. He then departed from Judea, 
. to Ephefus; but extended his 
apoſtolical labours over many parts. of che 
eaſtern world. It was at Epheſus, that he 
o eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf as che 
ſteufaſt advocate for the Divinity of the 
A1Son of Go: it was at Ephefus, (perhaps Tha: 
ourrote his Goſpel 3 in che very entrance 
 ragpon which you muſt nerds have been 
5 — pen and undifguifed © 
of 441 ſertion 
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vaſſertion of that truth, which in thoſe early 
Ades Was o dafiügly and ſo impioufly 
called in queſtion; though not more da- 
ringly, nor more impioully, it muſt be 
Je  acknowleged, than in theſe latter days. 
n To thoſe who" denied our Saviour's exiſt- 
h Ml crice* before” His incarnation, this Evan- 
ent, fulfilling his character of Boanerges, 
fo 
al 


A ſon of thünder, delivers, in terms of the 
*atmi6lt ſublimity, the myſterious doctrine of 
a, His abſolute Divinity ;"< In the beginifling 
is Was the Won,“ by which title the Meſ- 


ic fh is pecuharly diſtinguithed ; e and iche 
je Won was with Gov, and the Won p was 
e Gov. The ſame was in the beginning 


ae With Gop. All things were made by 
ps Him; and without Him was fiot any thing 
mütze that was made. Aüd the Wehn 
Was mud fleſſi and dwielk arneng us. It 
feems itripöflible that any words couldinidre 
e aid bully Ry declars""thet my- 
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dertake to ſelect the peculiar beauties of 
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F ſtery of godlineſs, which is the only ſure 
foundation of the Chriſtian's hope, GOD 
mani feſt in the fleſi. And I am perſuaded, 
that whilſt we retain this paſſage of ſerip- 


ture deeply impreſſed on our minds, the 
ſtedfaſtnefs of our faith will not eaſily be 


ſhaken by a few paſſages, which ſeem to 


ſpeak of our Saviour in terms of inferiority 
to the Father; but which, when, they oc- 
cur, are always fairly explicable of His 
humanity; and imply that He Was equal 


to the Father as touching His Godhead, 
and inferior to the Father only reſpecting 


His manhood.“ This was the ler inc inal 
object of our Evangeliſt's Goſpel; the next 
was, to. ſupply. ſome further, particulars 
omitted by the three other inſpired hiſto- 
jans, who; had gone before him. To un- 


5 


F 


„e Goſpel would be an. endleſs taſk ; but 
c not to remark, With what 


expreſſions 


| © 


| al 


in the mind of our Evangeliſt: his 
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enpeelndur of ſympathetic deadesm ef on 
Chriſt's approaching ſeparation from His 
diſciples, the chapters, immediately pre- 
ceding the deſcription of the laſt ſad ſcene, 


abound. The interceſſion of our Bleſſed 


LoxD in their behalf, as contained in the 
17th chapter, is conſidered as one of the 
moſt affecting Rn. of * whole en 
volume 

From the ee of the 4 
let us paſs: to a review of thoſe divine Epi- 
ſtles, in which the true nature of Chriſtian 
charity is ſet forth in the ſtrongeſt terens 
that can be conceived. The love of our 
neighbour, originating from our love of 
God, and from our ſenſe of God's Iove 
towards us, is the prevailing ſubject: in- 
deed it was che ſubject always uppermoſt 


rians tell us, that when he was ſo enfeehled 
by 15 age, as to be unable to entertain his 
hearers 
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bearers: with- any long diſcourſes. _—_ 
tented himſelf with: this fingle adman 
which he conſtantly repeated to his, ads 
e "_ Wn es een 


Wa ubs tothe Revelation. emen, 


ment in the iſland of- ene may be 
ſufficient to obſerve, that many greats. br 


linap. and myſterious: truths are contained 


e PS n n e * 
alen r are in e 

their pliſhment, whilſt others are 
waiting ſor their completion, © till the ca 
hall give up the dead chat are in it, and 
death. and the grave. ſhall deliver. up the 
dead! which are in them, and: every. ane 
ee, ta his works. 


e eannat- hut „n * | 


cans, 
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to / a life of baniſhment from that ſocisty, 
which it was his ſtudy and endeayour to 
improve and adorn- But. it pleaſed the 
good Providence of Gop to put the faith 

and conſtaney of His ſervant to its utmoſt 
eruel tyrant” of that day as maintaining 
dee eee eee eee ee 
to eps of dps bad che 
 kiterpoſatior mars. af 


2 nme | 
of a flery furnace, this fanhful-ſervant of 
— of the ede, to be his 
deſtructio a 

And here be ma e e choc 
ſuperiority of guilt and hardnefs of heart 
in the Emperor Domitian, beyond that of 


& . 
sT. JOHN: THE EVANGELIST: 
monarch. Struck with an 
awful ſenſe of the night) pbwer of Gop, 
we gr nee ange iſſuing a de- 


«gage which odd 1 ng 


miſs aguinſt the-Gop which had dek- 
vered the three T ebrew captives, ſhould 
Ln HOI PO 


in the body, r r out; cl the a Gon 
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and virtue, he departed this life, at the age 


of about an hundred ende Sato 
In, contemplating: the character of St. 
Join as the attendant on out; Savisur, w. 
ſiguration on mount Tabor, and alſo His 
grievous ſufferings: on mount Calvary; and 


he bad, we ſhall de ready to bear His 


croſs,! that we may be made partaker df 
e pon ge e holy diſpoſitions, 


yourth-x to the agen mad ous os 
takers of His love. Particularly let u 
pray for, and labour to excel in, that 
which was 4 ad Aiſtinguithed WC 
in the character which we have now been 
and which is fo frequentl7 

e urged 
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urged. by our Saviour's particular com 
mand, and made the mark and age 
of diſtinction of- His diſciples, even to 
the end of the world By this, ſays He, 
ſhall all men know ihal ye ure my difeifiles, 
ye laue love' one towards another." Mey 
it pleaſe Gb 40 pour this grace into our 
hearts; that from loving Him with pure 
affectior here: on earth, and loving our fel- 
| mee e fake, we may be ex- 
Alted toſthat hliſs ful ſtate, wherein all, how 
different ſoeuer in glory, will be united in | 
charity; and where the exerciſe of love 
and joy, and adoration and praiſe, willi be 
the employment of the A juſt 
made perfect, to all eternity. 
VWVotu 70 Gon the FATHER, the Son; and 
ti Hor y Grosr, Three Perſons and Out 
God, be all honour, and glory,” and fraife, 
e * 208 evermore. "AMEN," 


, 8 Ta | 3 4 Naa 
1 1 2 1 ＋ R ES . "I 2 2 8 e 7 * * d 
| — 
— WY 
*s 


*. HoLY INNOCEN TS. 


z 


- 
Þ a 
* — 
- ; 24 
5 4 7 
. 1 2 


Fm 
* 
2 5 
ö 
bay 
| F ; 
* ” 
* 4 
* 
” 
* 1 
0 « 
Ee 
” 1 
: y 
: 
* 
9 * : 3 5 
* * 
5 
* 
a 
*4 - 1 * . 
= * * 
y x} 
3 
: 
* 
* * 
; 7 
- * 
* 
- 3 
*. 
: i 
o 
\ 
4 
- . 
h _ ; - L = 
EE =- — Gy oO 4a 
9 8 * ir WY * 1 . 


ug 


- 
2 
ko 
- 2 
* 
N 
* © * 
* 
wy p. 
4 — 
— 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* - 


1 
_ 


9 


N 1 - 


b -- 
wg 


* oY 
* 9 " " 
* * 
* 
% 
# 
L 
— 
0 
- 
- 4 
- 
* 
* 
* 
7 
4 
_ 
- 
, * 
bl 
- s 
. 
* 
* * 
4 
» 


"5 


* 


: 


. 
27 
„ 


* 


# 


45 


1 10H 


A Ego TY» They of = o 
” * P * N PO 
of 
' ; 
LS. ix 
: 1 
*..& 46+ — 
* 
ien 
1721 
a g 4a F 2. 


a 
mg 


1 E 


Ko al 


— 
# 
— 
* 
* * 
* 
P 
— 
— 
— = 5 2 


A 


„ 3 * 

„ # 0 6 A, * «2 . 7 H «0 * g 7 f 4 

11909 us 36d) fs ond. ome ese 

* # us ol 

"oY 3 a 1 7 g a 7 ＋ 

4443 +4 1 44 wit ii 4.4 2 
1 


8 70 Reden 1 


1 oe as 


, K. 
Shs 1 2. 
* 
— - ”- — 
Fs N # Nn 2 Ks 0 pom ts, It *: ren 
ws 45 * * . E 4 T4 XN n * #6 RIMS bf 
F a M 
«. £% * * — — . 4 1007 85 { — = 
LY 1 
„ 23 „ o * * kh - LE at J 3 # * # £ 4 4 * 
a+ ++ 


— 
ws. 
4 


JEREMIAH. XXX. 2 W 4 2 


11 4 5 %n iy 


le ju Ramah; | Janenta ann bite a, 


bility: of doubt. We are informed by the 
acted hiſtorian of the malicious 


. — iS 3 
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| 86s run Hor INNOCENTS, 
of Herod to deſtroy the Child Ixsus. That 
Jealous king, having heard that an enquiry 
had been made by certain wiſe men from 
the Eaft <oncerfiing Him, whom they de- 
ſeribed as born King of the Jews, began to 
apprehend, that he Was not ſecure in the 
poſſeſſion of his own kingdom; that this 
Infant, whoſe 'birth orcaliphed 0 much 


bly prove ac ARC ſucceſsful rival 


He has therefore, recourſe. firſt, to crafty 
koliey. and hypocritical pretences of. devo- 
tion, in order to deſtroy Him: Ga, ſays he 
to the wiſe men, and ſearch diligently for 
_ the young Child, and when, ye bave found 
| Him, bring ine Word, again, that 1 may come 
2 worſhip, Him alſo, But how vain are 
men, when oppoſed by the 
ounſels of Heaven 1. The wiſe 
men ener by GoD in a dream not ke 


ok 40 Herod with the wiſhed-for infor | 
: - - 8 | 
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| mation, but to provide for their Perſonal | 


ſecurity by departing into their own country 


nee e The rage and rad ger 


gu arded n ſo tar: — 8 


viour was concerned, by an admonition 


from Heaven to His parents, 10 flee de 
the young Child into Egypt; there to re- 
main until the death of Herod, when . 
prophecy of Hoſea would be accompliſhed, 
who had Erbe Out were cs G 17 cab 
my Fon. 8 

The diſobedience of 5 Ale men in 


refuſing to return was conſidered as an a 
of mockery and inſult, and the affront was 
now no longer to be endured; the dreadful 


5 8 eh 


edict was ſent forth, that all the..childrei 
which were in Beillelem, and in all 1. 

coafts thereof, from tio years old and under, 
r alte be ſlain; Ny that 
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would be included, and himſelf be conſe- 
| quently more firmly ſeated: on his throne. 
| Then, ſaith St. Matthew, was. fulfilled that 
which wat en by Jeremy the \frofehet, 
ſaying,” In Ramah was there a voice heard, 
ing; Rachel, weefrung for her children, and 
would not be comforted, becauſe they are nat. 
75 The very ecital of the words cannot but 
excite our tendereſt affection: Rachel, the 
repreſentative of many thouſand mothers, 
here deſcribed under all the pangs of diſ- 
ne aer cannot but move us moſt 


of ks fiend „n Ant bal 


theſe Innocents done, for which they ſhould 


o \ſaddenly. be cut off from the earth? But 


the anſwer is ee randy at our 


hands: He, in v 


of life and death, hath ho Fi path 


* £1. Ky 
Dan 2 riches 


“„ill none © 


. ” 


* 
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alſo been made 
5 
4 k y f 


riches of glory, and happineſs, and im- 


will, and to whom ſoever He will: and 
infinite ſurely was heir gain, who were 
delivered from the miſeries of a ſinful 

world, and thus early invited to a partiei- 
pation of thoſe enjoyments, which are re- 


ſerved for the ſuints in heaven. As to 


theſe innocent Sufferers, therefore, let us 
not eee on ang wenn: taken away 


which other ſaints have been conſtrained 
to walk in; before they could obtain it: 
n e dunk that week Were not, Se 


or deceit ſhould beguile their ſouls Nut hath 


nite 


go TAE HOLY/ INNOCEN' 
nite wiſdom, that ſo r 


deep, ſuch heart-felt miſery? o every 
ſuch bold enquirer into the proceedings f 
Anger and enden, wle m 


cerning this. Could not the ſame Gon, 
ſuffered this device of *the impious 
Herod to take place, cauſe ſuch ſtrong and 
lvely impreſſions to be made on the minds 
of theſe parents of the inſinite advantage 


of which their children were thus early 
artakers, as would be more than equiva- 


lent to their forrow t A woman delivered 


child is born into the world: and ſtrong is 
that hold, which Go and nature have 


ondained,; that our children ſhould have on | 


ay n the nome: YT 


decree of Herod, to be involved in ſuch 


7. ß a Jo ww = of 


from her pangs in childbirth,” remembers 
no more her ſufferings for joy that: her 


_— 
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buch, they-are the conſtant objects of our 


tenderneſs and a 


ention: with delight we 


8 watch the early dawning of reaſon on their 


minds, and carefully cheriſh and fan the 
ſpark, ti by by che bleſſing of Gop on 5 


our endeavours, it ſhines, with increaſing 


brightneſs, till it arrives at the meridian ä 
of what may be called human perfection. 
But, have we never heard of the diſap- 
pointment of a parent's hopes? Have we 
never ſeen, his, fond expectations blaſted 


by youthful impetuoſity and ſinful follies? 


And whilſt, Gop be thanked, we have ſeen 
many a good and dutiful ſon the joy and 
comfort of his mother, have we never ſeen 


ot heard a ſorrowful Rachel, in bitterneſs | 


waa rather that her children are, * 
ing ſuch as they are than that they are nat. 


Menge, I would argue, that theſe parents 


los of their children, whom they could not 
W tranſſated to a ſtate of 


NR . 2 


lay our hands upon our Hps, and in file 
a doration moſt firmly to believe, that & the 


EFonv is righteous in all His ways, and that 
moſt juſt” are His judgments.” It is in 


perf bus, night eafily be rendered ſup- 
portable, and even full of comfort, by re- 


flections ſuggeſted by the ſame Divine Be. 


ing, by whom the ſtroke Was ſuffered to 


be given. It Was hardly neceſſary to fuy 


thus much ee ee of Pro. 


every Sele occaſion,” in all poly to 


Alluſion to the bleſſed ſtate of theſe Hoh 
Innocents, that St. John, in his Bock of 
Revelation, ſpeaks of the eee e ang 
pure and unde filed, Which follow | 
whitherſorver He goeth: | Thiſe,. yy he; 
were TOME from among men, delivered 
from the dangers to which, hid they lived, 
they would Have" been expoſed being the 
; ty unto 'Gop "O29 eee 
9 


n ii ir mouth iwas found no guie ;. for they 


_ lanity, as warthyi to be ſolemanly comine- 


| ach incapable of any choies in the mat- 
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aft without fault before the throne Gon. 


4 

? 

; 
- ] 
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ated by the Church. Theſe children, 


ler, are accepted. as martyri, inaſmuch as 
they ſuffered for Chriſt, and gloriſied Gop 
by their deaths. One of the anciant fü 
thers, ſpesking of the fats. of thels ins- 
cent ſufferers, ſays of them, that by reaſon 
of their innocence they were worthy candi- 
dates for that crown, for which, by reaſon of 
their tender age, they werenat able to ſtrivo· 
Vou may poſſibly have obſerved; that, 3 
in three ſucceſſtve days, we have 4ree i 
different kinds uf martyrdom propoſed for | 
dur conſideration. In the character of the 1 
[us n 1 .. a 3 
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currenos of Abe wil), yet abſolute miartyr- 


dhe pious writer of heir hiſtory, 0 ſupply 
the defects of · heir wil, by Flis on ac- 


— nes. 
in deed in-tho cafe of dt. denn che Bran 
galt, wo-behold an dawned confeſſor, 
With his dn pertbet 405117 expoſed io the 
flames ame yet eſcapirig 
unhurt, through the miradulous protection 
eee beg Providence; and Ro 
-a"martyriorly: in the willp\but not in deed; 
in theſe Holy Iuinocents we find no ebni- 


Am in ac? it having pleaſtd God ſuys 


endet Moni Ai 10 
deptation of the 
A few ſhort reflections only now remain 


on the ſubject, this day preſented to our con- 


us is the exemplary 2 — n by 
Gon upon Herod, that monſter'of': cruelty 


and iniquity, in conſequence of whoſe moſt 


reed e 


| took place. The 1 
Jewiſh 
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| Joidſhs hiſtorian tells us, that WER the 
ſhows were celebrating in honour of Cæſar, 


Herod came early in the morning into the 


theatre, dreſſed im a robe of ſilver, of maſt 


curious workmanſhip. The rays. of the 
riſing fan, reflected from ſo ſplendid a garb, 


gave himn.aiitajaſtic.and awful appearance. 


They acknowleged him to be more than 
mortal, and called him a god: which im- 


proved. iate y he Was ſeized with 


his vitals: he had a ravenous and un 


en could not be ſatisſied: he 


were full of crawling worms: he had ſtrong 
convulſions, which, having laſted ſive days, 
ended in his death. This was he, wha ac- 
cepted the flatteting title of a God, and, 

for his pride, and unexampled cruclty, was 


an inward ee which: ber 
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thus þ ee che ordinoty condition 
4 ae man. FTE: od; 111 . 24467 ale 32 - BE . A 


Our ſecond reflection ſhall. be on the 
awful calamity; vith which it pleaſed Gop 


tao viſit the parents of theſe murtyred Inno- 
cents. It muſt not be forgot 
had refuſed to receive the Virgin Mary, 
When the hour of her ſorrows Was ap- 


1 's 1 e worſhipping, nor even 

ging dur Saviour at His birth. 
The art. teſtifying their 
great joy; the arrival of the wiſe men from 
the Eaſt with their offerings of gold, and 


frankincenſe, and myrrh, had no effect on 


their unbelieving minds: the awful viſita- 
tion therefore which fell from heaven on 


the heads of the guilty parents ſtrikes us 


and awe ; whilſt: the 


A eee ar. were n With 
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Let us, thirdly, remember; that misfor- 
tunes are not always arguments of guilt.” | 
Our Saviour tells us, © that certain Gali- 
leans, whoſe blood Pilate mingled with his 
facrifices, were not finners above all the in- 
habitants of Galilee,” becauſe they ſuffered 
ſuch things but from their fate a leſſun 
was drawn of the. neceſſity of repentance; 
as the means of avoiding deſtruction: | Here 
we ſind innocent children made a ſacrifice ; 
to the ambition of a cruel tyrant. The 
general inference is, that afflictions, ee | 
of being the neceſlary ſigns of the divine 
diſpleaſure, are frequently tokens of Sb 
favour; and that many, like theſe children, 
have been indebted to their ſhort and mo- 
mentary ſufferings, for an ae ng ang} | 
eternal * e 7 91 e 


. 


2 


uU 
— 


. Salvete, flores martyrum, | 


Gres immolatorum tener 
i e lucis ipſo in limine, 
Lc 1 „ Chriſti inſecutor ſuſtulit 
Seu turbo naſcentes roſas. 
H 
| 


2 Foe 


Laſtly, we are taught, that, in order tobe 
true diſciples of Chriſt, we muſt become 
as little chilgren in the diſpoſition of our 
minds; in humility, and perfect ſubmiſſion 
to the will of God; in dependence upon 
— We Providence. in every temporal and fpi- 
ritual danger; in contempt of the world, and 
in freedom from wayward and ambitious 
defifes; in the practice of thoſe virtues, 
Which, whilſt they enable us to adorn our 
profeſſion, as members of the Chriſtian 
Church militant here on earth, wilt beſt 
prepare us for the reception of that crown 
of glory, reſerved for the members of the 
nah triumphant in heaven 
Jo which blefſed ſtate Sem 00 His 
marcy bring us all, through the merits of 
Him who died for the redemption _ 
even Jesvs CurisT our Lord: 
T9 whom, with the FaruERn . the 
Hol Guosr, be all honour and glory, 
Vs en ond. AMBNc 
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| Ronaxs II. 49. . 
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ccf on is of the hand ; in the 1 
and not in the letter; whoſe. praiſe 15 nod 
Oh men, 5 EY Sow; 


5 , 


HE new year ous with the com- 
memoration of our Saviour's firſt 
inſtance of ſuffering for the purpoſe of 
fulfilling all righteouſneſs. If the neceſ- 
ſity of circumciſion in general was founded 
on the impurity contracted at our birth by 
reaſon of original fin, no ſuch neceſſity 
exiſted in the particular caſe of our Bleſſed 
Saviour; becauſe He was born without the 
WE 5 H n 3 „ Jon 
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leaſt ſpot or blemiſh of fin. But much 
more was intended by that ordinance : it 


was intended, that every, ſan.of Abraham 


mould bear in his body a mark of diſtinc- 


tion from all other people; a ſeal of his 
| inheritance of. the land of promiſe ; ; a to- 


ken of his profeſſſon, as the ſervant of the 
only true Gop, the Creator of heaven and 
carth.-it was an.ou/werd uiſible fign, the 
intent whereof was canſtantly to remind 
him of his duty; and to animate his en- 
deavours after that inviſible grace of which 
ir Was the ſea}; which ſhould enable him ſo 
to walk as to pleaſe G op, and to become 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 
By this rite of the Jewiſl law, the. peo- 
a * Gop were received into-covenant 
with Him, as Chriſtians are received by 
Dapticin. - Having been haſt-enjoined- to 
Abraham, and e e e to his 
deſcendants; it was, after a ſuſpei | 
In 5 1 & if 


MES a ee as os i. 
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ring their journey through tlie wilderneſs, 


renewed by Joſhua, on the entrance of the 
Ifraclites into the land of Canaan. To 
this ordinance, (which, as a' ſeal and token 


| of diſtinction, was enjoined under the ſe- 


vereſt penalty, namely, that he who neg- 
lected it ſhould be cut off from Gop's 
people,) our Saviour condeſcended to ſub- 
mit; to ſhew that He, who was made uns 
der the law, toredeemthem that were undet 
the law, came not to deſtroy the law, until 
it ſhould be no longer neceſſary, through the 

introduckion of a better covenant. On the 
eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, che diſtinction 
betwixt the children of Abraham and others 


n longer ſubfiſted:; the wall of partition 


betwint Jew and Gentile was throw n don 
an inheritance in the heavenly Canaunm wits 
the object of the Chriſtian's hope; and Gor 
declared Himſelf to be no reſpecter of per- 
n every nation and country, 
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he that feared Him, and worked righteouſ- 
neſs, would be accepted by Him. To the 
believing Jew, this ordinance had certainly 


E 
2 g — : 2 = 


—v— ad it 
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a ſpiritual ſignification; and he was taught 
by it to lay aſide all filthineſs and ſuper- 
fluity of naughtineſs, to put, off the body 
of the fins of the fleſh; and to mortify | 
thoſe ſenſual appetites, which captivate, C 
defile, and deſtroy the un a 
ln compliance with the original inſti- 80 
tution as to every particular, the Child be 
Jzsus was circumciſed on the eighth day; ti 


at which time He received that name, ar 
which was to ſignify the purpoſe of His be 
coming into the world, the name of Ixsus, CC 
a Saviour: this name was given Him in 


by the Angel, before He was conceived in di 
the womb, and declared to be therefore vi 
given Him, becauſe He ſhould s AVR H er 
eg from their ins.” ent pl 


n . 
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Under che Chriſtian diſpenſation, the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm is to be conſidered 
in the ſame degree of eſtimation and au- 


thority, wherein Circumciſion was holden 

by the Jews. The Jewiſh infant by that 

ordinance became a debtor to obſerve the 

whole law of Moſes. By Baptiſm, the 

Chriſtian child is made a member of Chriit, 

and engaged to obſerve the, laws of the 

goſpel-inſtitution. And let it be remem- 

bered, as a full vindication of Infant-Bap= 

tiſm, that chi/dren, under both the Jewiſh FL 

and Chriſtian diſpenſation, . have always: 

been conſidered as capable of entering into 

covenant with Gop. Under both, the 
introductory ordinance was made the in- 

| diſpenſable condition of obtaining the Di- 

vine bleſſing: under the law, the uncir- 

cumciſed ſoul ſhall be cut off from the peo- 

L ple” of Gop; under the nt. «except. 

: one be born of water a d of the Spirit, he - | 

| cannot 
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eannet enter into the kingdom of Heaven.” 
On what arguments thie neglect of this 
Saerament is founded, it is not my preſent 
buſineſs to enquire: I am mueh more diſ- 
_ poſed to expreſs my thankfulnefs, and to 
_ excite the fame inclination in my hearers, 
that it hath pleaſed Go to point out te us 
the means, whereby the ſtains of EY 
fin may early be wathed' away ; - and where- 
by the baptized infant of a believing parent 
may be made a child of grace, a member 
of Chrit's Church, and an inheritor” of 
the kingdom of Go. 
. Paul, in the words e 
diſcourſe, amt in ſeveral verſes preceding 
them, addreſſes himfelf, in very pointed 
kitguagey to this Jew. reſting Albeg add 
on the outward privilege of his profeſſion; 
and even ſuppoſing, that his adherenes to 
the- cireumftantials of his religion, would 
1 total neglect of the efontiels"of 
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it. And I could earneſtly with that when 


the Chriſtian hears this paſſage rerited, he 
would only ſubſtitute in his mind the word 


Chriſtian inſtead of Jew; and the word 


Baptiſm in the room of Circumciſion : he 
will then feel himſelf very forcibly ad- 
dreſſed, and may gather much admirable 
inſtruction from the Apoſtle's argument. 
Behold; fays he, thou art called a Few; 
and reſteſt in the Law, and maleſt thy boaſt 


of Gop; even as many formal profeſſors of 


Chriſtianity reſt in the outward benefits of 
the Goſſ pel, and boaſt of the mercies of the 
Chriſtian Redemption; and #noweft His 


will, and athroveſt the things that are more i 
excellent, being inſtructed out of the Law; 


even as too many Chriſtians, who are well 
inſtructed, and know their duty, and-ap- 
prove, without obeying; the Law of Gov; 
learn thou, that Circume iſton verily fro- 
. 4 thou * The Law; as Baptiſin 3 is 

of 


"Y 


4 , 
GGG 
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of infinite advantage; if we obey the Goſ- 
pel: but if the Jew be a wilful tranſgreſſor 
of the Law; and the Chriſtian wilfully dif- 
; obey the Goſpel, the Circumciſion of. the 
one is made UncireumciſfiorF and the Bap- 
tiſm of the other is, as to any ſpiritual ad- 
vantage, no Baptiſm at all. For he is not 
a Jew, which is one outwardly ; nor is that 
Baptiſm, which is merely the putting away 
the filth of the fleſh : but he is a Jew which 
is one inwardly ; and he a Chriſtian, who, 
beſides his Baptiſm, hath the anſwer of a 
good conſcience. towards Gop. And as 
Circumciſion to the Jew was 'that of the 
heart, fo muſt Baptiſm be an effectual re- 
generation; 4 death unto lin, and a new 
birth unto righteonſnefs ; in the ſpirit, and 


not in the letter; whoſe price is not of 
men, but. of Gov. 1 | 

That this doctrine was . ks 
ſtood by the divine Lawgiver, Moſes, may 
ID be 
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be clearly inferred from his exhortation to 
the Jews in the Book. of Deuteronomy : 
4 And now, Iſrael, what doth the Lond 
« thy Gop require of thee, but to fear the 
Lon thy God, to walk in all His ways, 
4 and to love Him, and to ſerve the Lon 
e thy Gop with all thy heart, and witk 
all thy ſoul? Circumciſe therefore the 
«, foreſkin of thine heart, and be no more 
« ſtiffnecked.“ This is manifeſtly an ad- 
monition to /þzritual Circumciſion: and it 
implies that real dedication of the ſoul to 
Gop, which Chriſtian Baptiſm is deſigned 
not only to ſignify, but to effect in us: 
„ always remembering,” ſaith our Liturgy 
in the appropriated Service, * that Bap- 
tiſm doth repreſent unto us our profeſſion; 
which is, to follow the example of our 
Saviour Chriſt, and be made like unto 
Him: that as He died and roſe again for 
us, ſo thould we, who are baptized, die; 
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from ſin, and riſe again unto 3 
continually mortifying all eur evil and cor- 
rupt affections, and daily proceeding in all 
virtue and godlineſs of living.” This is 
one of the leſſons which this day's feſtival 
is pecuharly defigned to teach us; and the 
prayer which is appointed for our uſe di- 
| rects us to implore * the true Circumciſion: 
of the Spirit;” the effect of which wilt be, 
_ < that our hearts and all our members wil 
be mortified from all worldly and carnal 
laſts, and we fthall in u e 
bleſſod will of Gon.” 
Another leſſon which this foltivalis de- 
ſigned to teach us, is that of Humlixy. 
The holy, harmleſs, ſpotleſs Son of Gop 


ſubrnits Hirnſelf to an ordinance which 


naplied in its original inſtitution ſome pre · 
views contraction of fin; and i in ſo doing, 
He, whoſe errand upon earth was to fulfil 


3 vouchſafes to take upon 


Hinnſelf 


ah _ _— 
J 2 # SS. 3 


F Mw 
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Himſelf not only the form of a — 
but even che character af a ſinner. 


We are, laſtly, inſiructed, by this day's 


folemnity, in the true nature of ſpiritual 


Circumcifonz Which includes a ſtrict go- 


vemment of our ſenſual appetites, a total 
abſtinence from unlawful pleaſures, and a 
r oderate enjoyment of ſuch as are lawful 


will and affections, which are to be raiſed 
from earth to heaven; and an MAP! 
fire to know: our duty, accompanied w 

a fingere diſpoſition. to perform it. 
All chis, we-well know, muſt be effected 
in ug by the power of that grace, w hiobꝭ it 


is Sur duty conſtantly to implore: and 
never can we more properly enter upon 


Chriſtian virtue, than on our entranoe on 
a ne year; à review of thatwhich is paſt 


wn FO convince us of the neeeffity of 


„ 


A 
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arming ourſelves againſt thoſe temptation 
which the approaching year may bring 


with it: and the obvious prayer on the 


occaſion i is, that it would pleaſe Gon to 


« teach us fo to number our days, —_ 


may apply our hearts unto wiſdom" 


the time paſt of our lives may ſuffice us to 
have walked. in error and :diſobedience=—- 
that if we have done i iniquity, we may do 


to: no more. For ſurely, if ever there is a 
period, when We are comfelled to reflect 


when ſerious and awakening thoughts muſt 
of neceſſty-ariſe in the ſoul, it is on tile e- 


turn of this day; which warns us, that we 


are (by a whole revolution of the earth we 
tread on round the ſun) neaxer to our lat- 
| ter end—that | time flies ſwiftly away, and 
that eternity is cloſely purſuing its ſteps—- 
that we are decidedly advanced another full 


ſtage of out journey that whether we are 


* or. . Whether ve are in health or 
5 in 


* 
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. ackneſs, we ſhall do well to prepare our- 


cuves for that myſterious exchange, Which 


= ſooner Or. later, Aw aits as all—that the pre- 


cent hours are precious indeed, inaſmuch 
s on the right employment of theſe de- 


ends all our happineſs in that unſeen 
Vvorld, whereinto the mighty Conqueror 
of Death and the Grave is in His own 


„ perſon entered—who only hath immorta- 


lity—who is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 


thouſand years, and a thouſand years as 


„one day—whoſe NAME “ is above every 
e name in heaven and on earth; that Name, 
e Jin which is implied our deliverance from 
che power and dominion of fin in this life, 


Saviour; but Go the Saviour thus not only al- 


N i. 21, 22, 23. 


ef 


Jand for ever—with whom one N. is as a 


and from eternal puniſhment in the next. 
* The name Jeſus [row] ſignifies not merely a 


luding to the Divinity of Chriſt, but verifying Lainb's 
r rophecy, (Ch. vii. 14.) and the _— prediction, 
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At this Name every knee is required to 
bow, every teſtimony of reverence is to 
ſhewn': on the all- prevailing merits and 
fufficiency of this ſaving Name the peri. 
tent ſinner ſecurely reſts for pardon and 
ace; for juſtification and acceptance, for 

and g oa 207 


v5 . f much 
ö 4 2 7 I 4 25 „ — 2 2 * 5 * *a. 
Noto 10 'Gop the FaruER, e. 
ö j : . 4 1 — Ka 
* r 1 I ” > , 2 eb - þ N OT . 
n + 24 £& 31; EL 23-775 r Dr "Up os ; F Y "ba * 4 
; 4 EAA LS SES "4 . 83 LJ . 12 * 2 
* : a 
4 * * 4 4 
a 3 ; bas EI II 5 tt By 
—Iß . off © of ws; 
K 56 SAS ene PE © CH > y 
1 * «> * 
£ b * - 
* I - "x 1 * AI 3 © 44 * 4h PR * 1 £ 
8 2 1 W 9 Ar 2 14 #4 vy 4 6 wet * 4 1 


* 
7 
p 4 a 
7 8; 8 N | FE 3 ; £ 
— o " * Py A * * 1 8 * 4 » 4.5 — we. © 1 * . 
Wy = . "Y & % Fas a# * = Dp. « : 4 14 * # ws 3 F 8 
3 
= : 3 I 
» ” * : 
- * — F ; # , % x is * 7 7 ay 4 2 » ” # a 1 ” 
t fs * #98 44288 = wb 3 1 n 
* 
8 — * * Sic = 6 . 1 
4 1 ; 71 "71 „ S4 wo. rs 
* * 4 J 7 5 8 * * 
41 1 1 2 , * 7 : 1 I 4 * 9 „ * 4 * * HEE > 4 % . 
' 8 " WS) * 
; 4 6 
, + s » — - ? * ws & 


2 ; - 1 f 4 oo 95 t » 1 * : > 2 * 2 * 
+ viorom on i „ e avis omen ef 5 ® 


— 1 - 4 3, "_ 42-46 F „„ N 

* ny, K „2 0 5 p + © aa F814 1 FAT : 7-4 5 x 4 
1 144 3 —  — —— 2X * ——— a ki ky $5 * & 4 [I 

£5 — 
Gor 

4 - * 4 6 . e 4 "£0 0 1 | : 
$623 45.5 4 ws, Boy 4s * 4% : Kern 42 5 RS 1 72 {4 4 2 „5 * 
3 4 WELL T4 deft L344 * 1 44 1. inen A. WT SJ 44 #2 

2 * . a 5 


8 i F O 


OS + 24 ; . v y 5 2 27 þ „ Fs 
n 2 1234 Si 2 i Sz «4k 9 Bad * 4 . 


| * 
— — — * | 
re 2 — FCC 


1 Parr LIU wo — n 


r OR I TR, EPO I ET — ä 
| = = ITS I ASE 2 n har 4 
«a k +, V 7 ES 50 Mas ME We TR. * "PI Aer & ot op LES 4 bo I F ' 
7 
$ . 
| : 
g N 
* 
: " 
4 | 
A 
| . 
0 4 
2 
% | 
| 75 C 
4 ä | | 
* . | | | 
0h 
1 
3 ; 
1 „ 8 91 | | 
| | | | 
| * : | 
3 | | 7 4 * 
＋ 1 ; : 
2 a, 
! 
5 ; | 
©, 4 : 
: [ 4 | | 
* 
| | | * 
* : | 
: 5 T | 
1 : | | 
| ' . . # \ 
5 | | — - } 
* 22 7 
5 7 | | [5 * 8 | wa 
= 8 | | 
| | 2 | bo © | | | 
- 8 : - | 
a . N ” r 8 
n I 
| | | | 5 : 
. * = * 
- | 
bs . | | 
5 > {X | * . { 22 : | | 
| : Pont 
- N : | | | 
* * | 
9 V | 
* þ 5 
| 
8 | n 
. 
4 — | | 
As. 
3 : | 
* 
i | | 
: 
= | 
ET | 
* | 
= = | 
1 
——— ; | 


HE 


; 
#4 

* 
FRE) 


NETS „ „ %%%“ d OO 0 OT "0 OS "I 


oh # 
A > 8 WP ** K # 
; - v n . 4 * 
Ft , Ss s wa, d 5 
3 : + *. ” K * 12 
* „ N — % * 4 £ 1 4 
* wr K . 5 * Ws 5 ; : 
«> > "3 bs 4 — m q-= "1 
, * 1 * þ 
| NP * * —— — io 
a? * — — 3 * 
. 5 9 S þ: 2 — 1 2 _ : 
l * | 7 » 4 IT * A 2 
FL. * 2 of hs - — 5 g 2 
iy - 25 by 5 ; 
* 1 4 7 wy 
— \ me” BR, 0 SN ta, FE 1 ye _ a 
| 4 ke __ - 2+ 
% 4 * * —_— Fo | 11 iO 
- $6. ah a * - - + 5 
5 * Ki * 4 0 * > * 1 e. $4 « 4 
* 1 2 2 4 FX * ** 1 * LY . > 
* N FR * — N * 
* * - WF E N 33 7 * * 
22 F We A 4 
0 ; a, oh ** 5 
* * * * _ oy * * 
- 4 £4 ” : 
 #« S x» * : IF 42 = * 1 
EA = ; 1 3 3 33 7 FE _ % 
5 ; £ * 2 * 4 * 8 4 4 
4s * — 4 ” 
bay 4 el po 5 $'@ x i * 
: * 7 N " 
: 2 . & I PIR. k #% 
% . 1 4 A * ' L * Z 942 
el 14 ket + : * ＋ e 4 
F * 5 * . 0 4 8 * * 5 5 
PA ; * +4 TEE 4 Cy * 5 cor; N * 0 5 
1 \ A. ; 2 2 5 "Se * — 
1 ** 7 » a 
HE 23 i 2 oy 5 5 on 
1 : 4 Z L b : ; 5 
*4 me * — dat 2 ; 4 "7 . : : po % * * * 5 
$4754 Wy | * 1 pa 2 4 '6) 


* 
by 
„ 
* 
_ 
* 
A „ 
. 
n 
#4 8 
* 
EY 
4 


I 
% 
en „ We 


, 5 I $6 I _ F 
_ _- . . * : k * 4 
3 n ing . BY 5 W 
x 4 e _ 0 4 * E278 24 * "anda . + ” 2 . 
. * * . 5 25 o Oo * 7 4 * » 4 4 Gap hs . 
S...- 2 E Co, 5 RO oo te 4 IR \ 
p 1 % a * * & . 4 6 2 * 3 
WY - { N f * wm 1 * * FL obs $ % 44 bk = 
= 7 ws £9 ; Es 5 
8 - AY Mg 5 4 * «2 7 ra . ”% 
- * 2 " 4 * — e 4 if Ae » 5 
8 5 — * 5 * U - 
A. : * — 4 * xp oof . 4 - 
* * * * 4 * * 3 1 
L * - "FS, 4 % * * 
\ * No — — ! 4.5. oe - Cnc 7 | 
8 : 72 A — 4 5 1 
1 et — 8 * — — 6 2 93 — þ . 3 
— - 7 * * =, "wb. us * 2 4 
83 god - 2 — 2 4=y * . » 1 % 
* . N 4 l / \ & / 4 E wu { 3 
% 1 5 with 4 ER pact — Fo «4 * 3 - 
. N . g JF _ *. wel} e * © 0 2 + 
£ » wt 6 yu * 4 Th a>: $5 4 [ 
; 8 „ 1 2548 1 4 Co "7 . 
{ oo 6 a * < ks, i 2 * Cc; — 1 2 2 £77 — 
. ws WE 1 F. 1 5 L bye <=" 3 5 x : 
— * aa - 17 * 4 ay £ . 98 82 2 1 uy 1 1 4s 
E : 5 ; ö J ĩ v 4 9 TW Oo 
SS ) $ 4 Do * A 
* 2 ' % 
A ; 
\ 3 ; : * 
, { 
q S - oy j 
1 « : 
- ; - * ! = * * 


BESS | AF 18 


-1Tonn III. 8. 


Saviour's Birth 
twelfth day: 


8 9 Wk. 


4 
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For hi teſt the Son of Gov Wat ne- 
nifeted, that He mi ht ; the, works 
7 the devil 


HE Fan feſtival, called the Ear. 
any, which is a Greek word, and 
ſignifies Manif:fation, calls upon us to ces 

lebrate that great myſtery of godlineſs, 
Gor manifeſt in the fleſh; and in this re- 
ſpect it is of the ſame import and mean» 
ing with that high feſtival-of' our Bleſſed 

, from which this is the 

that feaſt being celebrates 
twelve days, and it having been always 
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cuſtomary among tlie Jews to obſerve the 
firit and laſt days of their feaſts with more 
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than ordinary ' {olerargyys nit this, as the laſt, 
was diſtinguiſhed with ane reſpect, 
and marked with a par 


vine mercy and favour. The communi- 
cation of heaven truth to: a people funk 


in the An. of ignorance, | and 'over- 


whelmes with Bat deplorable Vlitdnes, 
N füch a Wa e forth every ac- 
att e K eſpecially from us,” Who 

| ly behefited by i We 


bro the. decem WE hoſe, who. were 


mentioned; by: .therJabours of the firſt 
preachers; ef the Goſpel: in;rhis our iſland. 


| Unto ul, of the Gentile world, as Well a 


16/the(people of the Jews, a: Child ir born, 


wo; u, as WRll-.as.unto, them, à Son 1 


even as Gp had promiſed by His 


re. whes He: hun. I will giv 


thee fe or 4 Light ta the Genti 


ingenious perſons, whoſe tudigs ware more 
# +: a | , I 4 £ imme · | 


3 


mayeſt be: my Salvation unto the ends-of -the 


bartl. The holy Simeon, with the Child 


Ixsvs in his arms, acknowleges Hic to 
have n not leſs an aa 


far ages ws gingrations e — 
of Gop's people Iſca cl. 
How the knowledge en merey 
Was communicated to the world, the Serip- 
tures . for this ſolemnity moſt fully 
declare. We are told, that a ſtar of no or- 


ps appearance was diſcovered. by gex- 
tain wiſe men of the country of Chaldæa. 


Who were not only famous for various 
kinds: of learning, but were particularly 
celebrated for their {kill in the ſence. of 


aſtronomy. A luminous body of chi gr 5 
ture would excite no inconſiderable | 


of inveſtigation | and enquiry, among thaſe 


among the Gentiles, that infants, born at 


Tux (DPIPHANY. | 
amed ly directed to the phenomena in 
beavens. That this ſtar, as ane. and 


eee n Xtra 
nary event of importance to — 

emmot entertain the leaſt doubt: they a 
mi e to purſue its courſe; and St. Mat- 
han, tells us, that ( it went before. them, 
till it eame to the place where the yo 

child was laid.“ They might not impre 
ably. be led on by an opinion prevalent 


n 
; 


the tune of the e of a-new ſtar d, 
F h , 4 0 Ide] 3 11 + 12 . 5101 ! 
The Jews, 33 well as the - inhabitants of the 
Roman Empire, were probably well acGuathith Wich 


the; tumqur ſpread abroad in compliment to Auguſtus, 


that at the funeral ſolemnities of Julius Cæſar, 2 new 


bad dle for ſeven ſheceſſi ve nights Vid. deten 


ene it $69 is noticed 25 Virgil, Geo 


„ PE Bo Foy Re raw # . * 
« "Low Dionwi — C Catal Wrap "uw 


2 


Aodgh on this ſubject cornrientators AE oY K de | 
in weir ſentiments; * 8 L197 * it "+; ers fry in . 


* I "6 1 Were 


RET TTWeT: 7. T- 
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were tikely to malte à oohpie ous figu 
the world. «Dine ths Hot rotabobprnek 


ſeems to be, that this might be the glorious 


lige which ſhone from henven upon the 
Bethlehem ſheplierds, when the Angels im- 


_— to them the tidings of our Seviburd 
birth. This light might aſſume the ap 
ance of an extraordinary ſtar, and produce 
e beser we 8 onthe 


2 Was; 3 the ae ot oh Savidur's 


appearance, under the gener: expectation 
of an univerſal Monarch, The Prophets 


had foretold, that a perſon ſhould come, | 
towards whom the deſire of all nations 


ſhould be directed: and the Jews no mort 


particularly looked for the Meſſiah; this 


being the time in Which the prophecies 


concertung His advent were to be accom- . 


#34} 


2 and i in Which er were *Qually 


4 
- * 


Ren Fs Fj | | EY es. 
x » 1 - 


Serv — their, — Ss 
-rſtand, that this was indeed the 

| innit eee that this was indeed 
the Great Prophet that ſhould come into 
the world. The very terms in which theſe 
wiſe. men make their enquiry ſhew, that 
they had had ſome divine notices, concern: 
zug dhe great event of the Meſſiah's birth. 
They aſk, Where is He that is born King 
of the Jews? (for, ſay they, . we havr 
2 2 te Babs, and are come to 
worſh - They: could not know 
Py . eee at tear diane 
ſtar, or a it ane to. ee 
of the King of the Jews. By its direſtion, 
owever,: we, find them at Bethlehem Eph- 
rata; and we may conjecture with what 
due eib man their minds muſt 
18 King, 


n An . ˙ A ET Pe os ini” ed 


they beheld this long ſought 


——— 


| gifts, gold, and frankincenſe, and myrrh; 
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King; in all the humility df a moſt-<oſeurs 
condition, with no one cireu * 

pomp ot pageantry around Him. Vet _ 
their faith/unſhaken; and their dev 
abated : the nature of their offerings, 
cording to uniyerſal interpretation, beſpoke | 
their ſentiments concerning the object of 
their adoration: they preſented to Him 


which not only were ſome of the moſt vn - 

luable productions of their own count 
but had alſo a peculiar relation to His 
ſituation and character: they offered Him 
gold, as to a king; myrrh," as to a man of 


| forrows ;' and-mcenſe, as to a GOD- They 


from this moment embraced the faith, and 
inſtead ef returning to carry the newe of 
their diſcovery to the impious and ma- 
cious Herod, being admoniſhed of bis 
. ee uns n hay: de 


124 E EPIPHANY; 
as Hiſtorians inform us; tlie Ipark thus 


Undied was fanned afterwards into a flame 
by the labours of the Apoſtle St. Thomas, 
who baptized many of their countrymen, 
and employed them as his aſſi oat in the 
promulgation of che GoOIpEEll. 


W Hoiw- and by what means the Usht of : 
Divine Truth has long been obſcured" and 


ixed: with a thick cloud of error in _ 
deſcindants: of the Indian nations, we 
lameat, but it is not our preſent baten 
to 8 e Let us rather turn our thoughts 
gratitude towards the 'extenſi6n of 
Divine Mercy to this land of our nativity} 
and recollect what changes the page of 
hiſtory informs us the introduction of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt wrought on our forefa- 
chers, and through His never-ceafing mercy 
Mill worketh in the minds of thoſe,' e he 
5 embrace, believe, and obey that Ge 


which was in the earlieſt' ages deliver 


% 
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| > of this iſland. e 
reception ot Chriſtianity: amongſt: us, it is 
well known that this now enlightened, 
privileged country of ,our's, 
1 the Goſpel is ſhining with 
— brightneſs, was exactly ſuch in 
a ſpiritual ſenſe as holy Job in a natural 
ſenſe deſeribes the dreary manſions of the 
at: «Itwasa land of darkneſs, as dark- 

neſs itſelf, and of the ſhadow öf, death, 
without: any order, and where the light 
Was as darkneſs. Fierce ifi its mannets, 5 
roms ceſentments;-unbifllegin. 
; Nee e in its . 


ww ned of that. Religion, A Gone: 
damental principles are the very reverſę of 
Fo age influenced * N 
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Y ' lence; to their impurity, ſhe oppoſed the 
ornaments of chaſtity and 
#0: their abominable idolatries, the oppoſed 
A Gov and: Saviour: the Loap! Jefus-Chrife; 
to their ————— 
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'_ Abvlinefs: (the ſhewed them by what-greifics 
of the. great adverſary of our-fouls, fin, 
and miſery, and death, -were 
into the world: ſhe ſet —— 
even to the utter do- 


manners ſpoken to our fa⸗ 
* by the Prophets, ſpake urito us in the 
kftiidays, when che fulneſs of time was 
ed nem as the eternal and only 
n of Gop, equal/to the Father in glory, 
majeſty, power, and eternity; condeſced: 
1 leave the realms of heavenly bliG; 
to-lothe Himſelf with our nature, to come . 
dun to this lower world, to live and to 
die for fallen man! She deſcribe Him to 
them under every -charafder b 
iufpire their love: as the very eſſenc 
| of purity,” mecknels, | gentleneſs, humility, 
- temperance,” and charity; and! as not only 
poſſeſſing | Hiraſef thoſe virtues zin the 
higheſt: mY _— as bock able and 
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n—_ Sa were. boch as Cbridi· 
anity only could produce: they were gra- 


dually renewed in the ſpirit of their minds; 
they caſt off the impurities of the Old Man, 


Man, the ſanctified nature of Chriſt Jeſus, 


<- which after God is created nn 


ene ee, _ 20 
That we have numberleſs inftances i in 


this enlightened country of perſons, ho 

appear to love darkneſs rather das light, 
cauſe their deeds are evil,” whilſt it can · 

| not bot fill us with the deepe 

8 not 1 us to underyalus the ive 
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r indu de ue 2 «to, walk iu light. 
hal en.of the light. and to have. no feliow- . 
Mig wich the works of darkneſs; leſt thoſe 
2 the Goſpel hath either 
ot. yet ſhined, or ſhines with diminiſhed 
fi 4 ſhould riſe in judgment againſt us: 
they daily attend their places of Worſhip, 
perfotm many, ceremonies, and ache their 
accuſtomed. vows... others purſue long and 
painful journies to go through their ſlated 
Press and ablutions: others never ſuffer 
theis ſacred fire to be extin uiſhe 
ſervice. of. their temple to be negleGieds- 
der faſt and pray, they uſe many Bense 
| and, tedious .ceremonies, ſuch a Werare:- 
taught, to. beheve our gracious En 
Maſter zequireth not at our hands. Net Jets" 
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it not be thought that nothing is eos 
of us. To do juſtly; to love mercy, to 
walk hwnbly and devoutly with our Gop,” 
are duties of perpetual and indifpenfable 
neceſſity: to believe the Gofpel which He 
taught, and to abound in the graces which 


He prefcribed and exemplified; to think, 


and ſpeak, ard act, as perſons redeemed by 


Dine Mercy, and continually ſtrength · 
ied by Divine Grace, this, this is the 


beſt returir for His goodneſs whoſe Gofpet 


brought ſalvation to the world, and who | 


th, by His all-ſuffcient merits, opened 
Kingdom of Heaven to al that ne 
wie obey it. ap 0 4 
NO to Gov the Fxrnzn, he Son. 
e ie Hor᷑ v Guos r, be all honouy, ant 
ven, and firaiſe, teneeforth and 158 ever- 
re.” Won. 
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| name before the Gentiles, and fangs, _ 
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| E need ngt 17 the context, in 
order to know that the great . 
ſtle St. Paul is here ſpoken, af, whoſe Con- 
verſion, as a ſingular inſtance of Divine 
Mercy. not only towards himſelf,” but to- * 
wards the whole Chureh of Chriſt in all 
| ages of the world, 18 , particularly rechm- 
mended this day to our conſideration. We 
e R 3 1 gelenke 


"» 5 da 
— 4 n * 27% 


I ©" 
\ N + 


7 
pry” on © 


=o — 


r 


n hs wn | ent Ig 5 1 Ta: 2 * 


E > _ bs 2 


Muay” r 


125 3 . i ESL YT + Las, tl -— 3 * C 
3 ö r 2 
— LEE n — — ͤœ , 
„ 


134 THE CONVERSION OF sr. PAUL. 
celebrate other ſaints by a grateful comme- 
moration of that power of Divine Grace, 
whereby they were enabled to ſeal their 
ai witlrtheif blogd} With one dn 
exception, that of St. John the Baptiſt, 
whoſe Nativit is recorded, as being, 695 


the Converſion of St. Paul, an amazing 


inſtance of the N * of Gop *. 


The extent ok his commiſſion is ſet forth 


S eg ne *. is des 
Bi WAR 19a 5 

* "This Feſtival of 8 Paul, was 3 not 
reckoned among the holidays obſerved by the Reformed! 
Church of England—yet Services were appointed to 
de celebrated in the Church on that day, n eſge· 
= Sölle wich an pilfle atid Golpel, my down. in 
the-Bbok: of CM ο̈n Prayer: for, that Feſtival But 
finc« he R oration of King Charles. 1 vz, in the 
168 15 6 his reigh „Anno Dorn: 1662; this Feſtival 
with ahnt aß St, — oh required; ta be celebrated 
28 mp 2. AQ of Uniformity, which eſtabliſhes 

the Book of Common Prayer, as now uſed with all its 

alditions ard iterations.” |) Snob 
An. N hy iſh, Church: the, wy ty. ol June is 
termed 2 and the * of = lame eh 
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ſcribed to have been-ſelefted by the mercy. 
of Gon, to bear witneſs to that Goſpel, 


which before he had perſecuted, and to 


diffuſe the knowlege of its traths through» 
out the world. The circumſtances at- 
tendant on his, Converhon are fully de- 
clared in the Adds of the holy Apoſtles, 
in the ninth, twenty-ſecond, and twenty 
ixth chapters. From his general hiſtory 
it appears, that he had advantages of hu- 
man learning, ſuperior to moſt of thoſe 
whom our Saviour ſelected, when on earth, 
to be the witneſſe of His miraeles, and the. 
attendants on His perſon. He tells us, he 


was brought up at the fęet of Gaanaliel, 


who was a celebrated teacher and/interpre-. 
ter of the Jewiſh law. The time not dedis- 


cated-to ſtudy was employed, it ſeems, in. - 


an honeſt, uſeful ogcupation, according to 
a well known principle among the _ 
« ne he who taught not b. ſon a trade 
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136 THE CONVERSION OF sr. PAUL: : 


taught him to be a thief: and a ſubſe· 


quent part of the Apoſtle 8 hiſtory ſhews 


us, that this prudent mode of education 


ſerved to preſerve him in a tate of inde- 


pendence on the bounty of others. In his 


: hiſtory of himſelf he informs us, that he was 


educated in the ſtraiteſt ſect of the J ewith 


religion; that of the Phariſees : that he 


imbibed their principles from his tender 


years, his father having been attached to 

the ſame ſect . It appears, that he Was of | 
1 warm, active, zealous ſpirit, which ren 
dered him violent in his oppoſition to what - 


ever ſentiments were in any degree deroga· 
tory from the honour of the Moſaic inſtitu 
tion; an inſtance of which he clearly mani- 

feſted, when at an early period of life he 


was conſenting by if ee aſſiſting i in, 


| * This i 3 1 in ns ET 1 0 
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the death of theft martyr, St. Stephen ; 


thus becoming at once a ſharer in the guilt 
of that tragical deed, as well as a partaker of 
the benefit of that illuſtrious ſufferers ! in- 


terceſſion for his murderers. From one 


degree of fierce, but well- intentioned, zeal 
to another, we find this youth proceeding ; 


breathing out threatenings and ſlaughter 


againſt the diſciples at Jeruſalem; making 
havock of the Church; and at len gth, arm- 
ed with a commiſſion from the Jewiſh ſan- 
hedrim to bring in chains to Jeruſalem ſuch 
as he ſhould find profeſiing Chriſtianity at 


| Damaſcus. Here we have an opportunity 


afforded us of viewing the ' miſchievous 
tendency of that zeal, which is rather in- 


fluenced by paſſion, than tempered, ma- 


tured, and regulated by ſound wiſdom and 


due information: : it is good to be zealouſly 
affected, but it muſt be 1 in a cauſe that i is 
* good, and our zeal muſt” never | 
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narrative before Agrippa: As I went to 
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138 THE CONVERSION or sr. PAUL. 


tranſgreſs the bounds. of. diforetion: and 
7 charity. 


_ It pleafed God in mercy to- thoſe whe 
r have been the ſufferers from this 
furious zealot at Damaſcus, as well as in 
mercy. to St. Paul himſelf, that he ſhould 
be arreſted by the way in a moſt extraor- 
dinary manner : it cannot be ſo well de- 
{cribed in any other terms, as. in his own 


4. * Damaſcns, ſays he, wich authority and 
« commiſion from the chief priefts,. at mid- 
day, O king, I ſaw inthe way -a ligli 
from heaven, above the brightneſs of the 
* fun, - ſhining round about me, aud them 


<« which- journeyed with me., And when 


<« wwe were all fallen to tlie earth, I heard 
aA voice ſpeaking unto me, and ſaying in 
ile Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why her: 
« ſecuteſt thou me? Aud I ſaid; Who art 
* thous, Louy ? Aud He Said, 1 am Feſus, 


9 Os | « whom 
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«. <yham rhiow harſecuteſt : but riſe, and ſiaud 


« ion thy feet; for I have aſheared unte 
1e thee tor this purſe, te make thee. a mi- 


& nifter, and a witneſs. both of thoſe things 


redlich thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things 
% mn 20hich Iwill appear unto tles; deli- 


9 vering thee. from. the Leopule, and from the 


0 Gentiles,. unto, whom. now I ſend tler, To 


hen their. eyes, and to turn them fron 
*, darkneſs io lights, aud from the power of 
Satan unto, Gop; that they may receiue 
forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance among 
& them which are ſanctiſied by faith that is 
„ in me,” This is the Apoſtle's own ac- 
count. of that wonderful interpoſition of 


Divine Providence, by which he was him- 


{elf delivered from error, and made a great 
inſtrument in the converſion of the Gen- 
tile world. It ſeemed right in the coun- 
ſels of Divine Wiſdom, that he, who was 
. be denne diſtinguiſhed teacher of righ- 

453 | teouſneſs 


— to others, ſhould bimſelf be a re: 
markable inſtance of the. power of Divine 
Grace, and of Gop's readineſs to receive 


even the bittereſt advei ſaries of His truth, 
upon their ſincere repentance : : For this 
cauſe, he faith of himſelf, 7obtained mercy; 
that th me, firſt, Jeſus Chrift might ſhew 


forth all loug-fuffering, for à pattern 10 
tem which mould hereafter believe on Hun 
1 life everlaſting... Go had mercy upon 
him, becauſe what he had done, in oppo- 
gen to the Goſpel and its profeſſors, was, 
done ignorantly, in unbelief; with an ho- 
| neſt mind, but with a blind, impetuous 
real, in oppoſition to doctrines which he 


thought calculated to deſtroy, inſtead of 


| ing: the Law of Moſes. 5 


Behold now the ſame active ſpirit e EXy 
erted in a far better cauſe, and liſten ta 


the Apoſtle from this time preaching that 


oy Iy whom: he had blaſphemed and 


perſecuted; 3 
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perſecuted; acting in conformity to the 
precept given by our Saviour to St. Peter, 
& 7hou, auen tou art converted, ftrengthes 
« thy brethren. - Henceforth is he ſeen 
preaching the truths of the Goſpel, even 
in that very city, wherein it had been his. 


| purpoſe to vilify them, and to drag the pro- | | 
| feſſors of them to priſon and to death: expo- | ; | 
| ſing himſelf to thoſe very dangers, in which | 
a he had heretofore been -endeayauring to 5 
b involve others. With an ardour, which no. 1 
" WH difficulties could diſcourage, he extended | 
5. WY his labours through the whole Roman Em- 
pire, and even to the utmoſt bounds of the f | 
weſtern world: from which we are led to j 


S 

b conclude, chat this fortunate. iſland, in 

f which we dwell; Ppartook of the benefits | 

5 of this Apoſtle's s evangelical labour. W 5 


een 
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a Chriſtian Church was planted in Britain, 4 
during the time of the Apoſtles, is ge- 1 
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erally aſſerted and believed, One hiſto- 


112 THE CONVERSION or sT. Abl, 
nan in particular declares, < that St. Paul 
brought ſalvation to the iſlands that lie in 
the ocean; another, . that de preached 
the Gofpet i in the Weſtern parts? nan aft of 
Providential mercy towards us, which they 
will moſt ſenſibly feel, and for which they 
will be moft truly thankful, ufo have tlit 
| molt lively feriſe of the privileges atid bleff- 
8 ings which Chriſtianity beſtows on all that 
embrace her doArines and obſerve her pre- 
eepts: for ſhe ir indeed a tree of life ti them 
that lay hold uſum hers and hay is every 
whe tht Fetameth her. | She is more  firecious 
| than rubies, ni ll tie things we can dire 
etre nut to be compared umb her.” "Length of 
days, as well as bappinefs, While they laſt, 
1 in Ber right hand; ani in her left Hand 
are riches ami honour. Her Ways are ways 
Y fpleaſattineſs, and all her faths are feuer. 
If this, and a thouſand times more, can | 
Wick truth be faid in favour of the Goſpel : 
e + ev Sad how 
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how can we ever, with fafficient gratitude, | 
acknowlege His goodneſs, who hath been 
pleaſed to impart" to us ſuch an ineſtimable 
blefling | Who in His mercy firſt! enabled 
: the Apoſtle of this day to perceive, and 
know, and underſtand its excellence; and 
then inſpired him with ability and zeal to 
communicate its faving doctrines to the 
world; whereby we of this land have been 
1 eminently reſcued from darkneſs, igno- 
rance, and error, and called to the light, 
and knowledge; and profeſſion of the truth. 
0 may our conduct be in ſome degree | 
ſuited to our diſtinguiſhed mercies ? and 
may we walk in che light, which wilt 
conduct us to the land of everlaffing life, 
through the merits of Him, whoſe appro- 
priate character it is, that He is The Way, 
bd Truth,” and "the Ei.! 
The beſt improvement of © thiis da . 
lb wi be, an earneſt attention to 
* 8 


144 THE CONVERSION OF sr. A5. 
thoſe divine writings, which this eminent 


Apoſtle hath left for the direction of Chriſt 


ians, in every particular of their lives: you 


cannot place a man in any ſituation, wherein 
he will not be able to collect, from this in. 
valuable repoſitory, the beſt poſſible means 


of directing his conduct. It is true, as 


St. Peter obſerves, that there are in his 
writings | ſome things hard to be under- 


* we ww 


Rood 54 ſome things! liable to be miſtaken 
| and perverted: but. they c contain © milk for 
babes,” elementary principles for the unt 
learned; * as well as meat for ſtrong men,” 
 InffruRtions of deeper import, and adapted 
to the capacities of ſuch as are more firmly 
eſtabliſhed. in the knowlege of the truth! 
| they are 3 all to be received wit. humility, 
"*h we. mean. to profit by them ;. a 
i received, they are calcula ed to edify 
| and. build. us up, in the true knowlege, and 


1 * " zz» = * by & *Y * 255 . * ; * E 5 & i : ® 4 y 222 ; 
5 1 Fs: ln 777... 74 SE 4 DR. ae e 


25 


7 


50101 ö 


ONS b aN cee akk 8 16. 


loyeypk gerd ee in a perfed obedience, 


to Fs FOmMmAndrents- nn. add niogs 
„The . Converſion, of this A poſtle. om 


being, A blaiphemer.: and La perſequtor, to 0 be, 
che moſ;zcalous and indefatigghle 8 
of. the Goſpel, may encourage thaſe who, 
have been engmies to Religion in; word. or 
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deed, to hape for acceptance, if they: turn 4 


to Him from whom. they haue deeply reo 


Wied, and, tr | ting, to His. All: ſufficient 
merit its for pardon, ſincerely ape their 


15 34647 . 


exrt, and embrace. the truth. And. let 


158 n + 


the zeal and endeavours of ever ery, penitert 


ſigner to repair. the miſcarriages « of. his 
paſt life be, like St. Paul 85 proportionate 
to the backwardnefs, which he hath heres 
tofgre thewn to comply with the precepts | 
of, the Goſpel, and to follow, the example 
of its Divine + Author. $ We te that Chriſt, 
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the Golpel hath Hed; an ir RoW MINING, 


in all its brightneſs; and may it lead us from 


one degree of Chriſtian holineſs and virtue 
to another ; till having, with this great 


Apoſtle, © fought a good fight, and finiſhed 
our courſe, and kept the faith,” we are in- 
vited, through the mercy of Gop and the 


merits of our Lonp Jeſus Chriſt, to the ac- 


ceptance of that 44 crown ef righteouſneſs, 


ABLE nw 


L 2 — which 


248 THE.CONVERSION. ON all 


which the Lonp, the righteous Judge, thall 
give unto all, thoſe. that Jogk; for, His p- 
peating, . with an humble, but confident 
hope of pardany accepts and ſalvation, 
gh His merits, he Bier fon our ſins, 
a, role agen for ous uf ae 
. Who. * opened che ki "20 of 2. Heaven 
tor dhe geception of every nate 
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| 2 Now „, Gop the FarTHsR, zie Sox, and 


the Horx Guosr,. Three. Perſons, and One 
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Aud len the days, of her pmrifications ge- 


coding to the law of Maſes, were accom- 
» liſte, they as Ag e 
fir efent Him 40 the. Lonp L118 nn 5 
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* run PURIFICATION. 
it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs,” 
That there was no impurity in the birth 


of the CMH JEFub,JiMIrfidily be admit- 


ted by all who believe the goſpel-hiſtory : | 
yet inaſmuch as His holy Mother was not 


cXempted, in the general option; from 


the ordinary* Gircurnſtances e of other wo- 


men, a compliance with the outward ob- 
ligations of the Moſaic law was judged 
reaſonable,  Expoglient, and; proper: we 
behold” the refore the Lonxp and Saviour 
K dhe World preſentod in the Teinp 


re” 8 and His "Mother" ex- 
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tions of the Jewiſh law, The humble 
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q [from's Arif obſervance of the eg e ty 
18 pull N of the 'poculiar' git em. 
"tan goes: 'of- 2 we s behold they 
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ot the! rich; but with U 8 of the 
Poor, which was a pair of turtle dobes, 
or two young \pigeons ;\ theſt were td be 
delivered to the prieſt, tha 
them before the LDB and 
done men boy her, chat 5 net be . 

1 wo! wane dents hb ne to ive 
al redeem us, did, from His birth to His 
eros, fulfil att tighteouſheſs, He came to 
"exhibit, as man, a perfect and finleſs obe- 


ence f6 an thidfe Laws which, as Gon, "He 


ain Tig earlieſt in 


7 Tekin; to all the ordinances of the eſtu- 
bliſhed religion—received, though without 


4; 


ſpot of ſin, into the covenant of Grace 
and preſented to Gop in the Temple ac- 
cording to the cuſtom preſcribed by the 
lew'of Mo ſes, on the day when His holy 
Mother ofered vp the oblatior def the pode: 


he might offer | 


fatey, mali 
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What an inſtrugive Jeſlog is pftprdedto 
MOAK2f.1f they glg but opga their eyes 
+9 witange of the ex 
pin) 295 of lier worſhip, and of the 
FEverenge dye to the ſervice of Hop! How 
al boy. frivolous. art thoſe evalions by 
means of which a ſelf-deceiving conſcience 
zs regpngiled 10 the bahitual diſregard. of 
.thote d of fußlic Aeration, WE ich haye 
dhe ſanctien of divine authority, and. to 
_ which a pecybar blefing is.prpiled frog 
Above! He who was a.facnfice for fn, was 
Ao an example of gadly hicrpan Sample. 
hich it js r Hunden duty to ampitats, 
i fe a the ipfirn 80 8 N will 
admit: To el His f perfeſtion j 
3 Privilege not. to he _ by mortals” 
here FEI we EVELY thing 40 Ex- 
$52. kee Nis abundant mercy—but the 
Fre pf, Py Ae ip our De 5 and jf | 
"PIER — 8 SA 


vun dare, ist 


how can We withou went co, 
rage the hope. of glory? | at 
Ihe Jewiſh law ef pwification * 2 
ba the better diſpenſation of * 
Gef both pointed out a corre 


the devotion and gratitude. which fl the 
heart of a Chriſtian matron after her deli- 
_ yerance. from pain. and danger, will find 
aner in that mad 68 ent form F 
Liturgy have eee to this n 5 
purpoſe; when in the houſe of Gop, and 
in the -preſenge af dhe congregation, (for 
A ee 1 be uſed with Noris * 
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boch, top ſeldom, alas regarded by theſe who. have 
thus been objects of the Divine Mercy, iz. that eye 
woman ſhould receive the Holy Cs mie "2s ſoon 2 | 
gar A Pa aged ag . 
tetunony ot her gratit ce t rie at 
th nd of the ice oft the as: 1 Tl 
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x bad been revealed ths 4 *by hold cat 
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We are here to obſerve, that by th 48 
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biber; air opportuni Was siven Tor a 
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the Meffaht appeared aftiong renz front 
the mouth of the venerable Sitio; and 


whom,” taking"the inde ging 


& part of our daily Evenitig Servicey whilh 
the latter, coming in at. the fame; inſtant, 
you thats unto the Lonp, and ſpake f 


n! 


thom i. desen. 20 the holy Simeon 


24 


"ſee 


. a a. di. 


_— 


.. 
3 
4 S 


55 ; *s * 


_—_—— * 


OSA ain os Vo og Po Res 


E19 


> 


THE , PURIFICATION. 157 
ſee death before he had fem the Loan 
Chriſt :?. and, by the guidance of the Holy 
an he was, at this momen brought 
to the Temple, when Chwilt was preſent - 
0 With rapturous delight he exclaims, 

n now aft eee ee de- 
part in peace, according to thy ward j for 

mine eyes e ſeen thy ſalvation; which | 

thei haſt prepared never e e face, of ell 


and | the; glory, of thy — „ g in 
this ſong of praiſe the wonderful falratign 

of Gop,. manifeſted both to Jew; and. G — 
tile, s gratefully acknowleged; and the holy 
Child Ixsus publicly | declared: 4 be 40 5 
Author "i that Ame YE AGE Sy 
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to our faltlr in the” tioly Seriptures: chen, 
thought vs dn — eter of the 
reflection will be 6 


tow and out falvation, will” atf6” be the | 


tete or life, out refuge in the hout il 


„ And our crown of repoteing in 


the ay br fadgtticht, We, ne rave IM | 


Know: Hit now by faith,” malt after n 
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| .TBB PURIFICATION. zd6t 
ptures are open to us for ottt inſtrusion in 
righteouſneſs ? Hither then are we-invited, 
to hear Gopꝰs moſt holy Word. Is it not 
a moſt encouraging Hromiſe, that hatſu- 
ever we aſk the Father in the name ef 
Jeſus Chriſt, He will infallibly give us, as 
far as it ſhall de moſt conducive do bur 
real benefit? Hither then are we inutad 
to come, that, under this gracious aſſurance, 
we may ane ee which are requi- 


re lending virtues - eqn: 

d dy this diy filial; rate, - 
feſt; l. Hurallity' particularly-ſhewn. in that 
obedience to eſtabliſhed* inſtitutions here 
of the Child Ixsus, and his holy Mother. 
ample; cho, though. He was rich, be- 
3% WW. youd 


1062 THE PURIFICATION. 
ond all Poſſible eſtimation of riches, and 
Freatmieſs and honour, yet, for bur ſakes, 
| tbecinie poor; He humbled Himſelf, and 
became of ho Peptitition;that-wez through 
His poverty, might be rich; through His 
e abaſerient miglit be exalted ;- through His 
zſubmiſſton even unto death "might 1 live and 
reign in glory for err enn Th 
The ſecond virtue here Pamege 4s 
Purity, both of body and ſoul. The Vit- 
gin Mary's conformity to the law/ reſpect- 
ing outward purification, inculcates à leſſon 
def that inward purity, which the Goſpel 
requires of every profeſibr, and to which 
*the greateſt of all poſſible blefſings is pro- 
*miſed;"* Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for 
they ſhall ſee Gop:“ in Which privilege is 
included the conſummation of all happi- 
Ineſs; for in His preſence,” whom we 
ſhall be permitted to behold, -« is the ful- 
ness of 5 joy If we purify: ourſelves even 
n—__. MK 1 
8 | 
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as He 1 is pure, then ſhall We, when, He ap: 
peareth again with power and great glory, 
be made like unto Him in His eternal and 5 
glorious kingdom. | 5 | 
4 third duty recommended has the. ex- 
ample of the Child Jxsus preſented in th 


Temple, is the early dedication of thoſe, 


whoſe ſpiritual and eter nal welfare is moſt 

dear to us, to the ſervice and worſhip; of 

Gop. The immpreſſions of piety cannot be 

too ſoon, received, nor can children too ſoon 

be made ſenſible of the ſituation wherein 

they ſtand, reſpecting their Creator, Re- 

deemer, and Sanctifier. The tree, planted 

at firſt in an honourable ſoil, will be fitteſt 

for the Paradiſe of Gop. It taketh 4 

unto life eternal; its branches are the 
branches of honour and grace, and it bring · „ 
eth forth its fruit in due ſeaſon. The prime 

of our age, the vigour of our days, the ex- 

cellence af our ſtrength, and the. | 
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our youth; are the beſt and fitteſt offering 


to be made unto Him, in whom we live, 
and move, and have our being; and on 


whoſe mercy we depend for our happineſs 
in this life, and our hopes of glory in the 
world to come; "The miſerable oblation 
of the dregs of a life worn out in habits of 


fin, is not likely to meet with a' favour- 


able acceptance in His fight, who is of 


purer eyes than to behold iniquity. I do 


not mean, that repentance, even at the 
elevetith hour of the day, is abſolutely to 
des aired of; but I do mean to ſay, 
khat it is the entreme of preſumption to 


ſin not, that grace may abound hereafter; 
F 


7 n Mr "HE 
'a future hour, which-never may arrive, 


; is the 1 of — OOTY work 


* dur ſalvation. * 1 
Laſtly, we are here directed, e we 


ſee the lowly Ixsvs and his humble Parent 


1 


2 x "* Gott 


THE PURIFICATION, 165 
£4 4 P 


Me A FIC -* i + & # fo 


contenting 1 themſelves with the offering re- 


quired of the poor, not to. look down with 
conterapt on the condition o of thoſe, from ; 


G 


whom the all-wiſe Providence c of Pepin 
thought fit to withhold che accom . | 
tions and. comforts of the preſc ſent i life, W. | 
want; no evidence that Gop often Seh 
the poor in this world to be His ſervants, 
if they are rich i m faith, and h eirs of the 


promiſe which He hath, made to ern that 


loye Him; that He is no reſpecter of per 


ſons, but that, in very ſtation, of fe, he 


that feareth Gop, and worketh righteouſ- : 


neſs, is accepted with Him. Let us not 


therefore eſtimate merit by the portion of | 
affluence allotted to any one here on earth, 
but let us ever remember, that He, on 
account of whoſe birth an oblation, ſuited 
only to the circumſtances of the poor, was 


made, could have commanded all the trea- 
| fures'of the world; that the Son of Man, 
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| at e e might have” been alt 
the dominions of the earth, had 1 not 'where 
to lay His head, Let us ſhew a proper 


ſenſe of the advantages we enjoy, 'by te 
ceiving thera, not as tokens of our merit, 
But as inſtances of Gov's bounty : and 
fett us on y confder the bleflings of Divine 
Providence by which we are diſtinguiſhed, 
as larger means of doing good; and thereby 


Jay a "good foundation of hope in Gop's 
8 mercy through! Jeſus Chriſt, of riches, and 


honour, and gloty, 1 in Tow world to come. 
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1.:Now % Gon tha: ey the SON; 


and tlie Hol Ghost, be all honour, and 


glary, thankſgiving and wail TO 
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And they gave forth their lots ; and the tot 
fell hn Matthias, and he Was minbered 
with the eleven Alis. OY 9 


8 


* mw 2 en Salomon, wad 
fat thereof is of the Lozd.” Of this opi - 
nion were St, Peter, and the hundred and 
twenty diſciples, to whom he addreſſed 
himſelf on the occaſion of appointing the 
Apoſtle of this day to his facred office. 
It was neceſlary, St, Peter told them, that 


the Scriptures ſhould be fulfilled, which = 


had foretold the vile apoſtaſy of Judas, 
Fho! was guide to them that took Teſus, 
: | 355 Having 
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Having been numbered with the Apoſtles, 
and having obtained. part of their mini- 


5 ſtry, he betrayed his Divine Maſter, and 
E with the reward-of*ttisg=trreachery and ini- 


: quity he purchaſed the field of blood. By 
| the juſt judgmeAt of Heaven, his puniſh- 
ment. was as ignal as His guilt: . falling 

- headlong, be. byrſt aſunder in che midſt, 

and all his bowels, guſbed gut , - Having | 
thus by tranſgreſſion fallen, and We gone 
to his own ꝙlace, it became neceſſary, that 
the prophecy ſhould be fulfilled,: that his 
biſhoprick, his office, or charge, another 
ſhould- take. St. Peter points out the. 
time. neee arrangement ſhould 

I „ àa8 would once more com- 

1 ee ha manger; of the twelve Apo- 
Mes. Ile ifirſt ſbew's, them, who. they 
Were, from:?whoſe; number the perſon ſo 
about to be appointed ſhould be taken; 
n then whey proceed to the election with 
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0 every Acts of pious ſolemnity. 
Of theſe men Which have companied 


„ with us, all the time that the Lokxp 
„ Jefus went in and out among us, begin- 


0 „ ning from the baptiſm of John, until 


« that ſame day that He was taken up 
from us, muſt one be ordained to be a 
« witneſs with; zus of His reſurrection.“ 
1 cannot avoid remarking, on reciting this 
paſſage, what infinite care was taken re- 
ſpecting the competency of the per fon to 


be choſen for the office to which he was 


about to be called. He was to be one who 
had been acquainted with our Bleſſed Sa- 


Wout's perſon, doctrines, miracles, death, 


reſurrection, and aſcenſion. He was to 


de enabled (as be would probably be called 


on to do it) to bear his teſtimony. to'the 
truth of Chriſt's div: nity, the power of His 


miracles; the wonders of His death, and 


c the ſtill 5 greater wonders of His triumph 


Over 
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over death, and His re- aſſumption of 1s 
heavenly Slory. A leſſon, of the bigheſt 
importance to thoſe whoſe ſituation, calls 
upgn them to take care, what manner of 
perſons they ſet apart for the, great work 
of agminiſtering Gon's holy word and/fa- 
8 On the occaſign before us, dog 


are ſclegted, Joſeph called Barfabas*, who 
doubtleſs, for his eminently rightepus cha- 
rafter was ſurnamed Juſtus; and the Saint 
whom we EAI eme merkten A | 
4 | * 11 12955 that 8 was: a a.diſjugvithed Chan 
teacher of the appellation of Barfabas, but it appears 
(Sh. K. 23.) that his ariginal name was not Foſeph, 
but Judas, Many e eminent critics are of opinion that 
an early error crept into the original text, and that the 
Wes nomitiated with St. Matthias was Barnabas, not 
le is mentioned (Acts, Ch. iv. 36.) as bavipg 
Teceived that addition to his Jewiſh name of Joſeph, | 

or Joſes, by the Apoſtles; and is every where diſtin- 
Kyiſhed! 25 an iluſtrjous profeſſor, of: the faith, called 


_ afterwards by the immediate deſignation of Heaven to 
_ Work of the miniſtry,” as an Apoſtle, in eon 
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To the Oinniſeient Gop the Apoſſles be- 
take themſelves in all the fervency of hum- 
ble prayer; Thou, :Loxy,” ſay they, 
« which knoweſt the hearts of all men, 
and conſequently beſt knoweſt Which of 
theſe two perſons will moſt effectually 
promote the honour of thy Goſpel, and 
the intereſts of thy true Religion, : ſhevw- 
4 whether-of theſe two thou baſt choſen : 
that he, whom thou ſhalt eſteem moſt 
«+. worthy, may take part of this/ miniſtry 
and apoſtleſhip, from which Judas by 
i tramſꝑreſſion fell; that he migfit go to 
his on place, and receive the juſt re- 
— of his unparallelled iniquity” 
iniquity of ſo black a nature; that language 
ern deſeribe, nor thougfit itſelf oncer 
it, . God Were it for hin; by Rabat Me 
«5 San of Mat ue betrayed, good were it 
«for that man, if he had never beeii born?” 


What Aa ſtrong teftitriony is here given of 
ä theſe 
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1594 br. MATT. 
theſe holy perſons entire ſubmiſſion to tis 
particular Providence of Gov, watching 
over His Church, and the concerns, the 
qualifications, and the deſtination of eye ry 
individual member of it! 
Having implored. the 13 of = | 
Wen they gave forth their lots; and the 
lot fell upon Matiſiar, and he Was want 
bered with the eleven Apoſties, hf: 
Inveſted as we now behold; this Saint of 
SGop with apoſtolic authority, and ap- 
pointed thereto by the deciſion of Heaven, 
(econ which, h, though mighthe dan 
was in Ky prim 3 ive 5 of all ink: 
moſt eligible, . Gop himſelf, directing the 
choice of His ſervants,) we find him con- 
tinuing at Jeruſalem with his brethren, till 
the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. were poured 
upon them. There is every reaſon to con- 
clude, chat the ſucceſs which accompanied 
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dis feſt" exertions in Judea, fully juſtified 
his appointment, as ati able, zealous, and 
faithful miniſter of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt. On the diſperſion of the infant 
Church he extended his labours to the 
Eaſtern world; where the barbarials, un- 
"acquainted with the charitable purpoſe of 
his endeavours in their behalf, and net 
aware that the tendency- of tlie Goſpel 
-which he came to deliver was to ſoſten and 
-eivilize them, and promote their happineſs 
in this life and the next, — him with 
*the utmoſt inhumanity: notwithſtanding 
which many were found who were pre- 
valled on by him to accept and embrace tlie 
Goſpel. The event, however, was that, for 
BU which he doubtleſs was prepared from te 
| time of his appointment to the arduous tafk = 
i WU of labouring to do good to his'fellbwacred- 
ED tures, and to reſcue them from'-ighoranee 
d a error. Whether he fell by Meine 
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Agon ews, who confllened: his doctrine as 
blaſphemy againſt the law of Moſes, whilſt 
he preached the Goſpel of a crucified Savi- 
our; and who. inflicted the puniſhment or- 
dained by their law againſt blaſphemers, by 
ſtoning him to death; or whether he ſuffer- 
ed the death of his Bleſſed Maſter on the 
.croſs 18 left in uncertainty; both narratives 
are handed down to us by different writers, 
and which account is moſt accurate is 2 
queſtion not very material to be determin- 
a dz: on all hands it is agreed, that his name 
is deſervedly enrolled in the liſt of that noble 


army of martyrs, who contended unto death 
for the faith, and ſealed their teſtimony in 


Aveur of the Goſpel with their blood. 
x k does not appear, that we have \ any 


A conſidered: as genuine and authentic. 
One ſaying is, however, left on record 
ſhall 
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pile Yau had /repeatedly , received in- 


-.muſ eee. e eee nan ſp 
& « like Tas, Mas; he muſt. baye been 
/ often the. eye· witneſs of. His aſtoniſhing 

mir acles; ſuch as he muſt, haye known no 


N man. could pert form, EXCept, Kap went W ith 
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and muſt — been convinced, by a a.thou- 
ſand demonſtrations, that he was indeed 
the Son o God; and. yet, behold the effedt 

of avarice in blinding the eyes againſt every 
a ſenſe of duty, and every conviction. of the 
mind, Weil may chis Gn. be ,deſeribed.a 
s the 10 root of, all.evil.. It: was this coyetgus 


W Is ch jnduced hi 
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filver, the abject price at which the lifes of 
our Redbemer was valued3' and for which 
he undertook: to deliver Him into the hands 
of His enemies. And let it be remembered, 
that the ſame ſpirit, which was o runds 
16 the traitor. Judas, will prove equally de- 
firudtive to all thoſe who ſuffer themſelves 
to be miſled from the path of duty and e 
ſcience by the prevalence of this evil prin- 
ciple'” It rendered a choſeſi Apoſtle Art 
thief,/-ahd then à traitor: © Fora few vile 
pieces of filver he flelivered dpIhis Bleſſed 
Maſter to murderers, and his own foul'to 
unutterable miſery. Let him not᷑ have pe 
riſhed-everlaſtingly'in vain. From his fall 
let us learn wiſdom; and let the miſerable 
end of this wretch; forfeiting every thing 
that was, or ſhould have been, dear to him, 
for ſuch a-paltry recompence, *engrave-on | 
hearts, in characters Which can never 
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be effaced; this very important truth, That 
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it ſhall by no means profit a man, for him 
doi gain even the whole World, if he ſhould 
oſe his own ſoul, and bel a caſt- away. vc 


The gondud of this pious aſſembly on 


the occafion. of electing St. Matiliat to his 
facred charge ſeems all that remains to be 
ML oa 2 
8 SOstie ttentive conſide ration. 
In our ae ſituations and concerns, 
numberleßß difficultics will diſturb and.per- 
al; and the maſt conſcientious 
erbaps. be found, molt liable to 
Kuctuate 1 in uneertainty... In all ſuch caſes, 
it wall, be. ſaſe and ſatisfactory to addrets 
urch 80 Heaven for direction: not re- 
uncing, however, one of the beſt gifts 


eee aba es ce bd power 


of diſcerament, with, which, He bath been 
pleaſe. to le us; but beſeeching Him fo 


4 ae our: ballen may not be 
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pointment of paſtors to the C 
which they have the patronage; ; and Tack 
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8. MATTHIAS. 18 1 
varped by prejudice” or paſſion; chat we 
may exerciſe its powers with honeſty and 
integrity; and with a ſincere intention to 
promote the glory of Gon, the welfare of 


_ mankind,” And the eternal Vene of 61 


own ſouls: © en bbc NOW 

There are E ſorts we! b pnHbN whs 
on occalions fiat te that which" we 
are now confiderih g. are particularly Called 
upon to uſe chez utmoſt ligne and care 


in eircumſtances of deep "reſponfbity < 


I mea ſuch as are concerned in tlie a a 5 | 
N. } es, 'of : 


as are immediately employed in in the ordi- 
nation of perfons to the Work of the fte 
niffry ; in which” 1 include not” tnerely | 
thoſe, whoſe duty: calls on thetr” to per- | 


form the foletriti office of ordination, but 


alſo thoſe" wh” are previoully: required to 
ive” er effimony in- a: beta of fuck as 


nie 


3 W . = 


v7, AT 
r 
90 0 n bs h | | 


* 


1 — 
M 


22 


8 
ER ted al 


2 Ss 


* 


182 | sT. MATTHIAS: 


are obout to be denne and rs 
to the Biſhop,': How wretchedly have in- 


dolence, indifference, and falſe compliance 


induced men to lend their names, and ſport 
with theit conſciences in a matter of the 
moſt ſerious importance! I pray Gob, that 


my brethren. of the Clergy may be induced 


to lay this matter in future ſeriouſly to heart. 
Let i it be ſeen, that only a true ſenſe of re- 


ligion, ſound principles, and holy and hea- 


venly diſpoſitions can hope fot admiſſion to 


the moſt ſacred employment in the world: 
| and that ſuch as preſume to make their way 


towards the ſervice of the altar, careleſs 
whether through evil or good. report, may 
expect to be ſent away, difappointed and 


aſhamed, till, through Jong grace, they 
return to a better mind. ub Sodw Hor! 


5 We cannot, howovnr,, tog alcarly incul- 
cate this important truth, that che pęrſanal 
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pel detracts nothing from tlie ſacred nature 
of che doctrzhen which they teach; or from 
the Having efficacy of the myſteries which 
they ſadminiſter. Judas Iſtariot preached, 
and taught, andworked mirucles; but hard 
indeed would it be, if the beſt's ff eatiſes 
were to fuffer from the infirmit 
the depravity , ofb its ad öcütes Etemel 


Truth is ever one; and be his ambaſſa- 


dors as frail and imperfect as they may; 
jeſus Chriſt, His word, His goſpel, and His 
fieraments are the ſame, perfect, pure, im- 


mutable, . without variabletiels, of ſhadow 8 


* of turning.” | Ih 12%604 b A fit 22 f ö 


Bot though, the: ordinances eee e | 
effect ebene W cathy receivers. 
of the truth, yet ſuch holy perſons\as Wwe 
contemplate in the character of this day's 
Apoſtle, and ſuch as, (Gon be praiſed,) 
we have frequently, even at the preſent | 
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hour, the, ſatisfaction of beholding dif- 
perfed in their ſeveral ſtations, and 'zea- 


 Jouſly occupied in the ſervices of Reli 
gion, do cextainly afford the gr cateſt de · 


ritual welfare they are appointed to mini- 
ſter: . whilſt their holy precepts. are en- 
forged; and ſtrengthened. by their pious 
5 3;.and while. they take heed to 
themſclies and to their doctrine; always 
endeavouring, that their light may ſo ſhine 
before men, that others, beholding their 


good works, may glorify hem Eother which 


i in eee, eee 
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. WI 


To: whom,” with OY Sow 4 the Hor. v 
Gos rf. Three Perſons and One God; be 
aſeribed; as i, moſt juſtly due, all honour, 


and glory, oa 1500 world vun lou, end. 
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And the i came in | unto jg wo fad, 
'« Hail, thou that art highly favoured ; : 
| 2 Lon j # with i * ed art ' thou 


among Women,” 8 
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HE Feſtival which the Church calls 
upon us to celebrate this yy is one 
of the: moſt intereſting and impo! it of 
all that preſent themſelves to our confide- 

ration. We welcome: its Arrival, as ne 


* We be 1 for an obrious reaſon, to 
make this fight alteration in the title. R 
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early dawn of chat glorious day, which 


brought light + and Wren to a ſinful 


world. We are told, . in the ſixth 
month, that is, in the ſixth month after 
the extraordinary birth Fr John the Baptiſt 
had been foretold, "the An gel Gabriel Was 


ſent from Gop to a city of Galilee, named 


Nazareth; to a Virgin eſpouſed to a man 


| whoſe name was Joſeph,” of the houſe of 


dy the Angel with aſſurances of divine fa- | 
vort: Fear not, Mary; thou haſt Sund 


David; and the Virgin's name was, Mary. 


To this virtuous, humble, and Pious ſer- 


vant of Gop, he delivers the aſtoniſhing 
meſſage, that ſhe ſhould be the mother of 


the Redeemir of mankind; © Amazed and 


_ ednforinded as the appears at intelligence of 


ſuch an extraordinary nature, the is ſoothed 


favour with Son; hau art diſtinguiſh- 


ed above all thy ſex ; thou art ſelected as 


worthy of the moſt diſtinguiſhed honour | 


LIED 


ever 
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crver conferred on any mortal ſince the 


cteation of the world: for behold, thou 
4. thalt: bring forth 'a fon, and thou ſhalt 


call hie name Tzsvs; He ſhall be great, 


and ſhall be called the Son of the Higheſt 
«and the Lonp Go ſhall give unto Him 
the throne of his father David; and He 
««/ ſhall" reign over! the houſe of Jacob for 
«ever; and of His kingdom chere ſhall be | 
no end. This event, in Which the in- 
teteſts of all mankind are involved, from 
Adana to LOG eee ee 


AF Gſinailrizo thoſe. in-which- 


gel here expreſſes himfelf, that = words 


of the Prophet are more like the deſcription.” 
of a paſt, chan the prediction of q future, 
tranſaction: „ Unto us a Child 2 born; 
unto us a Son js given. Of the inereaſe 
* of His governnient and pedce there ſhall 
be no end, . the . of David, and 
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190 ; PHE" ANNUNGLATION. 
upon his: kingdom, to S 


90 # eſtabliſh # it nv ith. judgmeint and W ith 


Ms juſtice; from henceforth even for evar.' ; 
By which prophetic declaration, here eon - 


firmed by the meſſage of an Angel, we are 
to: underſtand, that à ſpiritual, kingdom 


| hould eee 1 the MeGiah 3.thet 


3 nt | His BSW {ARS LI for ever; 
and that the gates of hell ſhould never pre- 
vail againſt it: in which reſpect, nam. 
its eternal duration, it would differ from all 


the kingdoms of the world, which in · time 


are brought pri ee 3 and | 


greatneſs vaniſh away. 


Ihe diſtinguiſhed virtues: of! hes Bleſſed 
Virgin, her humility and lowlineſs of heart, 
pointed her out, to the all- ſearching wiſdom 


of God, as a perſon worthy of beſtowing on 


the world the long: promiſed bleſſing of a 


Bae We wonder not to find. her 
3 1 5 5 declaring 


. 
34 
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geclaring herſelf unworthy of ſuch an ho- 


nour as that which was intended her. We 
are told that ſhe was ;roubled at the appear · 
ance, of the Angel, and caſt in har mind 
what manner of ſalutation this: ſhould be. 
In the ordinary courſe of nature ſhe knew: 


ii to be impoſſible, that the promiſe of the 


ſhould, be fulfilled; but he proceeds 


immediately to inform her, that it ſhould 


take place by means of the miraculous in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoſt: and becauſe 
the Holy Ghoſt, the third. perſon in the 
; Bleſſed Trinity, is of equal glory, power, 
1 5 eternity with the Father and the Son, 
and is very and eternal God, therefore 
the divine offspring which ſhould be born 
of her ſhould be called the SoN or GOD. 


But though difficulties had occurred to! 


the holy Virgin on her firſt; receiving this 
intimation from above, which occaſioned: 
her humbly to ſolicit further information 
from. the Angel, we are not therefore. to 
e AS conſider 
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of doubt and anxiety from her thoughts, 
and to diſpel thoſe terrors which human 
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oonſider her as under the influence of any 
diſtruſt, or unbelief of the almighty power 
of Gon. Toremove, however, all manner 


nature could not entirely do away, the is 
reminded by her celeſtial viſitant, that with 
Gon nothing is impoffible; and is referred 
to the caſe of her kinſ woran Elifabeth, the 
aged wie of an aged huſband, as an exam - 
Pe of che interpoſtion of almighty power, 
to fulfil the purpoſes of divine wiſdom. 
Fbe holy Virgin now hefitates' 10 longer; 
but in hunable conviction expreſſes to the ll { 
Angel her entire faith, her abſolute ſubmiſ⸗ a 
ion; her perfect obedience” to the will of $ 
Gov; * Behold the handmaid of the Loxp, 
bs it vate me according to tliy word.“ I 
Soon after this interview; we find her 0 
ſulutedd in a very extraordinary manner by Y 
Elhſaberl, on her entrance into the houſe [ 
af Zacharias 54 Bleſſed art eu among IN + 


- biin | Gs OP 


women, and bleſſed is the fruit of thy 
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the mother of my Lon ſhould come 
to me? Bleſſed is the» who Hath- be. 
« lieved : for there ſhall be a performai 
of thoſe things, which dare e DE! 
from the Lon.“ On this occaſion, the 
Bleſſed Virgin expreſſes her grateful ſenſe 
of the fingular honour oe * oe 
in that admirable hymn, whic urch 
has, with ſo great propriety, ee into 
her evening ſacrifice of praiſe: in which 

&þe declares her unfeigned gratitude for the 

favour with which ſhe was diſtinguiſhed ; 

and rejoiceth in GOD HEA Saviour?” 
aſcribing to Him that. title of divinity, 

of which the pride of vain philoſophy 
is anxious to deprive Him. We cannot a 
doubt, that the bleſſed Mary was ſo di- 


vinely illuminated, as fully to compitchnd | 


the nature of that en of ge 
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194 THE ANNUNCTATION, 

now about to be revealed to the world, in 
the character of Jzsus the Son of, Gop, 
that Divine Perſon who was about to be 


born of her. She had, at this moment, 
a ſatisfactory perception of the nature of 
that promiſe made unto our fathers, to 


Abraham and his ſeed for ever; the pro- 


was CNRISr, all the nations of the earth 
ſhould be bleſſed. She expreſſes her ſenſe 


of the gracious condeſcenſion of Go, in 


paſſing by: the great, the rich, and noble 
of this world; and in © regarding the loy 


eſtate of his handmaiden; whom every 
future generation would pronounce to be 
eminently bleſſed; becauſe ſhe had expe- 
rienced a miraculous demonſtration of His 


power and goodneſs, in a bleſſing not con- 


ned to herſelf alone, but extended to all 
who ſhould hereafter fear Him, from ge- 
neration to generation. His mighty hand 


9 2 8 
1 * 


Was 


miſe, that in him and in his feed, hieß 
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| was along to work redem ption for a-ſinful 


© world; and to defeat the pride and malice 


> of Satan and his evil inſtruments ; ſhew- 
„ ing ſtrength with his holy arm, caſting. 


f MW down every high thing that exalted- itſelf 


o Ml againft the knowlege of God, and ſcatter- 


ing the S eee the imaginations of their 


of all real greatneſs and glory, (from whom 
every good and every perfect gift proceed 
eth, ) before honour is humility; that; whilſt 
He exalteth the humble and meek, ſuch as 
| walk in pride, He is able to abaſe. She 


pel, which her divine Offspring was about 


atisfy with its bleſſings ſuch as hunger and 


on- J thirſt after righteouſneſs; whilſt fuch as 
val wainly fancied they were rich, and had 


"ge- If need of nothing, ſhould be your * away, 


hearts. She affirms, that, with the Author 


teaches us, that the tendency of that Goſ- 


to communicate to the wedrld; would be: to | 


\ 


hand ¶ and accounted unworthy of t the bleſſing of 


was WI. ES eternal 
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Tctternal life. This is the ſubſtance and 
che holy Virgin celebrates the mercy of 


God, towards AR and the whole race 
of \inantkinds 7 1-7 

But while this Feſtival h wie a-tinote im- 
mediate relation to the Virgin Mary, it 
likewiſe demands our regard, as having re- 


5 ference to the Incarnation of our Lorp 
| and Saviour: in which view ſome of the 


ancient fathers, fixing their thoughts on 
the great and glorious event of Chriſt's 
coming in the fleſh to redeem abinq 


held this day iii more than ordinary vene- 
ration. They conſidered it as opening to 
the eye of faith that divine myſtery, which 


the ſervant of Chriſt can never ceaſe to 


- adore; the wonderful union of © two whole 


and perfect natures, that is to ſay, the God- 
head and the manhood in one perſon, the 


I * & * mw * 
© * { 
+ * 4- $6 r 2 3 * þ 
: — * i 
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1 * 
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firſt parents, and open the king 
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Chriſt Jeſus; very Gop and very man g 
chat fo. He might be enabled to: offer | 


Himſelf a full, perfect, and ſufficient ſa- 
crifice, oblation,.. and ſatisfaction for the 
ſins of the whole ; world ;- and might, at 
the ſame time, by virtue of His almighty | 
power, remit the ſentence of death, ineur+ 
red by all mankind, in the perſon of their 
ngdom of Heas | 
ven to all belieyers./ It was impoſſible hat 
the divine nature could ſuffer and die ; and 
it was as impoſſible. that any human being 


could offer an equivatent ſatisfaction for 
fin; for no mere man can redeem. his brot 
ther, or pay to Gop a ranſom for him. 


The redemption of ſouls is not within the 
reach of human power, and muſt, there « 


fore, Without the interpoſition of Divine 
Omnipotence, be let alone for ever: but 


the contemplation of the divine and hu- 
man nature united in the perſon of Him 
F 
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who is not two but one Chriſt, removes 


every difficulty, gives life to our hope, and 
ſtability to our faith. Tbe Chriſtian re- 
flects, with that confidence and joy, which 


the Goſpel only can adminiſter; that * Gop 


was in Chriſt,” reconciling the world to 


Himſelf; that in the man Chriſt Jeſus 
«dwelt all the fulneſs of the Godhead bo- 


dy: that He whom the Jews crucified, 


was * the Lonkp of Glory * that He who 
: gave up the ghoſt on a croſs, and after- 
wards was laid in the grave, did raiſe Him- 
ſelf from thence by His own almighty 


power, and thereby demonſtrated Himſelf 
to be the Giver of life eternal, the EN 

our Righteouſneſs. e 

It remains, now, that we conſider, how 


this diſtinguiſhed Feſtival aN be rightly 


obſerved. To this end it is our efpecial 
duty to praiſe and adore the mercy of Goo 
thi: — the cond ſcenſion of Gop the 


Son, 
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and the all- powerful influences of. 


= the Holy Ghoſt, unitedly diſplayed, 


in order to accompliſh the great work of 


our ſalvation. Gop the Father ſo loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten 


Son, to the end that all that believe in 
Him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life: Gop the Son, the brightneſs 
of His Father's glory, and the expreſs 


age of His perſon, made Himſelf of no 


reputation; diveſted Himſelf of His glory, 
and was made in the likeneſd of men; and 
being found in faſſuon as a man, He tock 


upon Him the form of a ſervant; endured | 
reproaches, contradictions, and revilings for 
our ſakes, and after a life of the deepeſt 
humiliation, to deliver us from the guilt 
and puniſhment of ſin, became obedient 


unto death, even the death of the crois. 
Gop the Holy Ghoſt, by i imparting to us 
Hin . * enables us to become 
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/ fit ieee of redseming merey: 1 

Sur ſouls all the benefits of the Incarnation 5 

and Atonernent of the Son of Gop, and 

| guides us with His counſel, that — 

hereafter receive us to glory. Thus, as 

the holy Trinity \ Was engaged in the ori- 
ginal formation of "hang when that divine 
eonſultation took place, Let us make 
man in on image; after oon likeneſs, 
even ſo, in his reſtoration to that ſpiritual 
and eterhal life, which had been forfeited 
| through. fn; the ſame gracious efforts were 
* in like manner employed. e e ide 
4 Al unn _ not _ _ all men moſt 
= 3 their eee 
thermſeloes voluntary captives to fin and 
Satan, and deſpiſe thoſe mercies, which 
ba been wrought for their deliverance Ts 
from death and their reſtoration to life, 

and glory, eee in Heaven! 
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Can we contemplate this wonderful union 
of the divine and human nature, without 


an earneſt! defire to be ſpiritually united 


to Him, ho was pleaſed to be united to 
f the condition and circu 
umanity; being in all t 


* 


unto us, fin only excepted? Shall we not 


ſeek Him, where He will aſſuredly be 
found, in His word, and in His ſacra- 


ments; thoſe pledges of His love whereby | 


we are made members of thatꝰ myſtical 
dody the Church, of which-He isthe head; 
whereby + we dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt 


in us; we are one with Cbriſt, and Chriſt | 


> 
with us? Having at our baptiſm profeſſed 
to believe what He hath: revealed; having 


f He ds FONT" OY 1 baving . 


lemnly vowed that we would direct our 
future conduct according to the precepts 


of His Goſpel; we in the other Sacra- 


» > 1 


nſtances of frail 


ment 
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ment renew theſe ſacred engagements ; 
and profeſs our union with our © fellow- 


ſame body and blood, and thereby par- 


takers of the ſame faith, and the ſame 
inheritors of the ſame bleſſings 


| ned and prepared i in the k 


of Heaven for all believers... 


een Ri is on eircumſta nde which ma an 
afſembly. of Proteſtants needs ſcarcely to 
be mentioned; w hich is, that the reformed 


however high and venerable a light it 


may conſider the character of the Virgin 
Mary, does by no means beſtow any de- 


gree of adoration upon her; nor enter- 
tains the impious theo ught, that ſhe is an 


interceſſor between Cbriſt and us, as our 
glorified Redeemer 1 * between the divine | 


ant mockery of nike rer 


155 | 35 pugnant 
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pagnant to the truth of the Goſpel, and 
the tenor of the Chriſtian Religion. We 
worſhip the Loxp our God, and Him only 
do we ſerve. We acknowlege One and 
One only. Mediator between Gop and 
men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. We know, 
that if any man fin, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righ- 
teous; and that He, and only He, is the 


propitiation for our ſins. It is one great 


privilege of our adoption into the family 
of Chriſt, that we are admitted a ſhare 
in thoſe promiſes of care and protection 
which He hath made to His Church: that 


we are within the reach of His cove- 


nanted mercies; and within the efficacy 
(if it be not our own fault) of His incar- 
nation, and atonement; His death, reſur- 
rection, and aſcenſion; and His infinitely 
prevalent interoeſfon i in our behalf. 
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7 hat e henceforth be no more childeen, 
toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 

every wind , doctrine, by the fleight 5 20 s 

men, and cunning craftineſs,' whereby \ 0 
Ws 5 lie in wait to deceive. © | 


HE ed is here es of 

'Go D's gracious care of His Church, 

in ele to / preſerve it from error, and 
eſtabliſh it in the belief and knowlege of 
the truth. Scarcely had the good ſeed of 
the Goſpel begun to take root in the earth, 
when the tares and noxious weeds of he- 

by * yg up, the ene of which 


were 
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ries: Ile gaveſome, Apoſtles; and ſor 
Prophets; and ſome, Evangeliſts; ; and 
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CO 


were poſſeſſed of ability to render error ä 
plauſible, and of activity which prompte 


their endeavours to ſupport it. To obviate 


theſe evil effects, Gop u in mercy gave to 


His Church a variety o of perſons able and 


willing to maintain the truth inviolate and 
pure, againſt all the efforts of its adverſa- 


ne, 


* 


+ * lome, Paſtors and Teachers; for the 
« bertecting of the ſaints, for che work 


« of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the 


«& body of Chriſt; till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowlege 


ot the San. ol Gop, unto a perfect man, 
« unto the meaſure of the ſtature. of the 


. * fulneſs,of Chriſt One of the above 
EY SG characters we-gratefully:comme- 
morate this day, in the character of the 
Evangeliſt St. Mart. under which deno- 
aninatian you * n Meſſenger 
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$ "of 1 Tidings; for that is the literal in 

| terpfetation of the wotd—a word now 1 
clifively appropriated to thoſe four infpired 

writers u, to whoſe labours the Chriſtian 
world is particularly indebted for the authens 
tie and moſt edifying hiſtory of the life, the 


dbHtine, the ſufferings, the death; the reſur- 
rectiori and aſtenfion of Jeſus Chriſt + Whole 


 Cofpet is tranſtnitted by their miniftey to —_ 
the Ohriſtiati Church, and will be the gude = 
and fupport, the direction and comfort, of” = 
every true believer, everi to the end of this” 
world. By His Holy Spirit he directed 
theſe His choſen faints and fetvants tö 


corntthutiicate to after-ages the bleſſings of —o 1 
e ere The Loup gave the” word— T_T 


3 - 
r mo 
wa SZ 


be Iſaiah, 5 his Jeoatierfal 1 | 
ing the Incarnation, Atonement, Life, Sufferings 1 5 
Death of the Son of Gop, has been by ſore called, 
The Exaxco⁰ CAL PROPHET. See in particular 


Chapters Wa ix, xl, „ li, = ls, of his divine I'D... 
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by which 


for the eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian faith, 


for the conviction of .. thoſe who oppoſed 


the doctrine of Chriſt, and for the defence 
and confirmation of the Goſpel. : 
"JF the Evangeliſt St. Mark, 1 b hiſto-: 


nan; (St. Jerome, ) gives the following ac- 


count—that he was the fon of J ewith pa- 


* * . o 7 1 
; ö i a . 
* 


great Was the power, great y was- the effi q 
cacy which attended the miniſtry of thoſe 
who. publiſhed it: and who, through, di- | 
vine inſpiration, were enabled. to bear teſti⸗ 
mony to the truth, as it is 8 Jeſus. 
This word is, by every well- diſpoſed Chri- 
ſtian, conſidered as the pilla 
our faith is ſupported, and the foundation 
whereon it ſtande. From the very begin- 
tions made à part of their ſabbath-day's,. 
and probably of every, day's ſervice ; and 
appealed to, as the teſt of Divine Truth, 


rents 


PIs 7, 
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cd that he derived his origin San 
the! tribe of Levi. This opinion is con- 
firmed: and ſupported by ſome peculiarities 
in his ayle and language, though His name, 
which was probably added at ſome ſubſe⸗ 
quent period of his life to that given him 
at his eircumciſion, has nothing of Hebrew 
character belonging to it. This holy Martyr: 
and Evangeliſt muſt not be confounded. 
with another perſon, vwhoſe name is fre- 
quently mentioned in the Acts of the Apo- 
ſtles as Jolin; whoſe ſurname was Mart: 
and of whom what is there ſpoken, is not 
ſaid much to his advantage; he having 
deen rejected by St. Paul, as unworthy td 
accompany him into Aſia, becauſe, on 4 
former occafion, he had too much con- 
ſulted his own eaſe and ſafety; and had 
ſhrunk from a ſervice of difficulty and 
danger. Net doth juſtice require us to 
add, chat the perſon there ſpoken of was 
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21% ST. MARK. 
= fo far rouſed from his indifference by this 
=_ cenſure. of St. Paul, as afterwards/to be · 
7 Ae ed baz Wr cafcttie 
i and to deſerve this teſtimony from that 


Apoſtle, that he nene to him 


„ 7 . , i > 


=_ = —— comme 
= morate, was converted from Judaifin' by 
ſorae of the Apoſtles, and probably by 
_ St. Peter; who ſpeaks of him under the 
Bl | endearing character of Marcus, his ſon ; 
= his conſtant companion in all his travels; 
mae is al mentioned as one that had 
1 having aſſiſted his honoured Inſtrustor in 
this ſervice. Alexandria in Egypt, and the 
- country- adjoining” to it, is ſaid to have 
been the primary reſidence of this zealous. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel for a conſiderable 
was his ſue- 


* 
* 


t 


"belief of the doctrines, and to a Krit ob- * 


of the precepts of | Chriſtianity. 
The next ſeene of our e eee a 1 


againſt e ignorance and prejudices, FE: 
however, this faithful ſervant of Chriſt = 
ſtrove with the happieſt effect; perſuading "Hl 
them to embrace the Goſpel; and to e | 1 g 
tinue ſtedfaſt in che profeſſion of it. But 1 
the labours of this holy man ſhould be 
uninterrupted, his ſucceſs unimpeded, ur 
his perſon preſerved beyond the reach of 
injury; on the contrary, he flands among 
the” foremoſt of thoſe who fuffered the moſt 
puniſhments for the teſtimony ef 
ds Colpel, For, on his return into Egypt, 
IU bla, while St. Mort was oooupied in pro- 
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SY the worſhip of tie true Gop, the N 
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idolatrous: rabble ruſhed forth from their 
unhallowed temple, and ſeizing the bleſſed 
Martyr, dragged him through the ſtreets, 


and thruſt him into priſon. I purpoſely 
forbear to recite the horrid eruelties which 
enſued, and which terminated in his death; 
patienee were invincible, riſing ſuperior 
to all his trials; and that in the midſt of 
He who promiſed to be with His ſervants 
to the end of the world animated their 


* 


| 4 ith. and conſtancy gg T; | will 5 eee. av 


thee, nor forſake the. 


7 lr to the converts at — * — 


perienced;the bleſſed effects of St. Peter's 
aching, that the Chriſtian Church is in- 


| Aebted-for the Goſpel writteh by St. Bari 
L This Goſpel, we are told, paſſed under the 
Anſpection of St. Peter; and, having re- 
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4 in the public aſſemblies,” as an ods. 
thentic record of the important truths 
which it contains. It is more conciſe, 
but not lefs' faithful, than the Goſpel of 
the other three Evangelifts3 5 and ſupplies, 
in ſome particulars, what is omitted by the 
reſt: the whole together forming a com- 
plete ſyſtem or duty, a complete body of 
information, on ſubj ects of infinite and 
— conſequence. Fe 1 ot 3 

To the ſtudy of this Goſpel we. are en- 
0 G0 braged in the text by an alfürahce, that 
it will tend to keep us ſtedfaſt in the faith; 
| that it will prevent our being < carried 
away with every” blaft "of ' vain doctrine, 
Uke children toſſed to and fro,” an caſy 


| prey to the artifice of thoſe, who- conti- | 


"ey lie, no Wait to deceive.” CA double- 
minded man, be whoſe faith is not ground- 
ed wh eitel ! in the 12 Seriptures, 7 . 
nſtable in all his ways: but he to whom 

7 7 24 R 
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be word of Gon in as 4.4 lamp to his feet, 
and a light unto his paths, walketh ſted- 
faſtly, becauſe he walketh ſurely: equally 
ſecurt againſt the malige of the infide], who 
Would underming his. painciples, and. the 
delußons of the ſperſtitigus, who would 
Suce bim into error. . Our. beſt ſecyrity 


V in the conſtant ſtudy of thoſe Scriptures, | 


which, © are given by in {piratzion. of Gop, 
and are profitable for doctrine, fox xeprodf, 


| for correQtipn, for inſtryQion,in righteouſ- 
ness: which are handed down to us with 
all poſible evidence. of their truth z Ad. 


tained in them ere communicated to thei 


Authors bx the, Holy Ghoſt. You will re- 
member, chat. in the firſt Plalm, the man 
d H;px9gqunced (, Bl 
© "in. the e ef de Lonp, and, who. medi- 
tates (or exerciſes. bamlelt). therein day 


led, whole delight. is 


T ny dicht. * 18 * grand. preſervative 


a againſt 
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againſt error in opmion, as well as againſt 


profligacy of conduct. The enemies of the 
_ Goſpel, in the earlieſt ages of Chriſtianity, 


| than to renounce the holy Scriptures: in 


vain. did they require them to conſign their 


Bibles to the flames“; in which they 
choſe rather to be conſumed themſelves, 


than to deliver up thoſe ſacred records to 
be vilified and deſtroyed, - The adverſs- 


ane nr TOE Tent} earn, tabs 


* The 3 Chana, 4 Fo the time of the 
Diveleſian perſecution, to avoid the fury of the tyrant, 


delivered up their Bibles, were diſtinguiſhed by the | 


name of Traditores. The firſt Council of Arles, held 
foon after, depoſed all convited of this-crime from 
the Clerical Order. De his qui Scripturas ſanQas 
tradidiſe dicuntur, placuit nobis, ut, quicunque fuerit 


detectus, ab ppm amoveatur.” Oonc. Arelat. 1. 


. See Binh, L. 16. 
2 - general 


of . thoſe. profeſſors, who choſe rather to 
meet death in its moſt terrifying form, 


of theirs to — tie 
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general acceptance of me Goſpel would 


avail, whilſt the primitive Chriſtians held 


it in their hands; and tranſcribed its rules 


Into their hearts and lives: in their zeal to 


tear them from their graſp. they tacitly 
nnn that there was ſomething in 
them of power ſufficient to arm them 
againſt every effort which might be put 
in force to turn them aſide from the path 
of truth and righteouſneſs- T9136 S645 


03 It remains, therefore, that we en | 
| our fellow-chriſtians, eſpecially on ſuch oe- 


-eafions s The preſent; to remember, how 
highly we ſtand indebted to the merey 

Hop, Who hath inſtructed his holy Church 
With the heavenly. doctrine of theſe Rear 
-getiſts; and to treat that Golp l which they 


delivered to mankind- with-t utmoſt re- 


verence, as the moſt precious gift of God 
ta His Church. Under this impreſſion, we 
wan gladly 3 * opportunities of 
8 Fo conſulting 


- 5 sT. MARK, | 219 ; 
conſulting theſe Oratlcs of infinite and un- 
erring wiſlom. They will make a part of 
our daily ſtudy. We ſhall haſten to thoſe 
facred- places, wherein they are read, and 
explained: we: ſhall be ſtudious to hear | 
what the Loxp Gop by the mouth of His 
holy Prophets, His Bleſſed Son, His in- 
ſpired Apoſtles, and His divine Evangeliſts 


ſhall ſay concerning us: we ſhall liſten to 


His promiſes with joyful hope; to His 


threatenings with reverential àwe; to His 


admonitions with profound attention; anti 
to His exhortations with a willing diſpoſi- 
tion to obey them. We ſhall receive thoſe 


myſterious truths,” which ſurpaſs our com- 


prehenſion, with modeſty and. humility; 3 
well knowing, that pride is the pernicious 
ſource of hereſy and unbelief; and that 
mordinate ſelf- conceit, Which refuſes to 
admit the truth of what is ſo generally be- 


A. is A on a yain affectation of 


„ 95 diſcern- 


6 


eee 60 the reſt of mankind, We 
e wht an r 
Sion ef mind, with an earneſt defire to 


and perfect will of Gon, and with 2 
fncere intention to conform to it, when 
there is not a want of inclination to obey. 
0 ren weren e ne . 
Pra of Gov?” — —_—_ 


Goſpel not only: as a rule of faith, but of 


obedience.” Without the latter, it is vain 
ta expect the bleſfings, 'whereof we are 
made capable by the former. This is 
the way, walk ye in it? 1 1 
2 e and obey it. —— 
i will 


whatſoever things are honeſt, whatfoever 


things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 


even here are they to be found! $2 
By this employment of our time and ta- 


lents we ſhall find our faith confirmed, our 


hope eſtabliſhed, our charity increaſed, our 
virtues improved, and our ſouls daily more 


and more prepared for the enjoyment of 


that glory, which the Eternal Son of Gop 
bath purchaſed for us, and which was then 


moſt fully revealed to mankind, when life 
and immortality were brought. t to light by 


the Goſpel. 


— 


Now to Gop the FATHER, the Sox, 
end the Horx a the Gop whom 
| Angels, 


8 


whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report, if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praiſe,” Heres | 
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Angels, and Archangels, and the Hirits of 
Jul men made fierfett, wonether Patriarchs, 
or Profihets, or Afuſtles, or Evangeliſts, or 
. Confe ors, or Martyrs, 4⁵ praiſe with un- 
c.eaſing adoration, be aſeribed, as-is moſt 
due, all worſli, honour, and thankſgiving, 


all might, majeſty, and OILS. world 
without end. AM EM. +: wad 
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ic Jon. XIV. 8, 9 N 
Pholi ; ſaith unto Elem, I.onp, new us the 
Farun, and it ſufficeth us, Yeſus ſaith _ 
unte him, Have 1 been /o long time with _ 
Je, and. yet. haſt thou not RNOWR, me, 
Philip ? He that hath ſeen Mz, hath _ 
the Father : and how a ayeſ thou then, . 
Keg Shew us the Father | git In x | © — 
W 550 | FTT 


theſe words, ir to 
hear them recited, and not to feel our- 
either to 
declare the 
"ws 


- 


—— 
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abſolute Divinity of Chriſt, or that they 
declare that, which not only is not founded 
in iiA tek is ble hard bl, en 
1 conſider by whom they were ſpoken !— 
Lond, we are taught this day particularly 

- to acknowlege Thee to be the Way, and 
| the Truth, and the Life; and therefore 

b we gratefully accept an impficitly believe 
thine own teſtimony concerning Thyſelf, 
: that "Thott in \ the "Father, and the Bu 


Amt PANE Net ſeen lies, _ Wn, ( 
ot the at-glozious majeſty of God , (which t 
100 *refplendexit for bu human fight to be 6 
Hold, ) but Hi ws, 85 to His divine. na- b 
eine, =: equal: to the Father in teſt a 
power, and eternity, and is only inferior Wl tr 

| — th 
inſirtaities of T eee 101 . 

ee Aas much it ſtemôll ciecefiars W 
niſo, las ſuggeſte 00 


Stel 
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tert, to obviate the dangerous and here - 
tical notions of thoſe, who, in defianee of 


this, and a multitude of aſſertions full as 


Poſitive as this, in the ſacred recbrds, af- 


frm, that the Saviour of the world was a 


mere many without any pre- exiſtence, tilt 
He made His appearance in the world: 


lowing Him a participation of the divine 


Chriſtian's greateſt debts: Hi? 
that in Him that; died for out Galvation = 


a dwelt alk the fulteſb or e GORE AU 
bodily® wan firm perſuaſton leads us to 
»tall 58; that He is able te fvw 


td the eee ee all that coe unte Gen 


throagh Hin u that 'He as the by . 
which we ſhould walk, ie Truth in which 
ve mon confide, and e Le to which) | 
op Ware raiſed, in e 23 
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8 we have heard; whi 
4, ſeen - with--our- eyes, Which we have 
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which is before us. It was in this Way 5 
that the ſaints of Gop marched with firm- 


neis and invineible courage even unto 


death: it was this Truth which they ar- 


and who beſtow! 
Man all that love and fear Him. 
G4 ich was from the beginning. 

| h We have 


 cigichy 


created being bath Zife in HIMSELF, with por 
lay it down, and power to take f it again 


imony not only at 
certainty of loſing them: it Was to this 
; Ae FREY aha 833 even 55 5 
Son of Man, who hath Lie in Himſelf , 
ws the, promiſe of eternal 


FAS h 3 bs bid with as 4 or | 
So ee of the very and eternal Gop? What 
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ine 8 : « dled - 
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6 « dled of the Word of Linz! (for the! 
Lirx was manifeſted, and we haye-ſeen: 
4. it, and bear witneſs, and ſhew units. you. 
that eternal Lirꝝ which was with tlie 
Father, and was manifeſted unto us 3) 
that Which we have feen and heard, 
declare we unto you, that ye alſo may 
+ have: fellowſhip' with us; and truly our 
a cg is- with the eee and 1 | 
hh me il iſtrious W thoſe who * 
are here declared to have their fellowſhip! 
with Gos, are found the names ef the? 
two holy Apoſtles, nee ve 
this day commemorate, St. Philih and St. 
James ; 'the latter of whom is tiled „ the 
Leſs,” to diſtinguiſh him from the other 
Apoſtle of the fame name; poſſibly from $ 

the cireumftance of his ſtature, but more 
rg from the- difference in e re- 
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pete ages Of St; Pzilii vs are in 
formed, that the place of his birth Wh 


8 PISS, * * _ in Galilbe; the matives 


parts * ewas, « Canny good is 
with Kill ä 15. deen aſked, 
6 Can any Prophet ur And 
ethiaidat” W les who could! naue per- 
formed His great work of converſion with - 


dert et at all, choſe them: for His 


hes, ara EY wen 
tagen, would b able to opts _ 


ano? vii W096 Sect n Ty TO SHO 


err nen ute p. _ 1 
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A . Was * fl 8 3 > 
id 0 x * N ö x ” ac .. b 
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n ee, ue as known among the ergeben 
of the Chriſtian Church by : a more « toro and 


þ from their wellknown : 
tenchers of divine" truthf ufd Werd 
Joy Ghoſt t& Deodttie? 
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| fa by the 
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of the- 1 of — i — 

pidyrnent Had deen ide? 
ane cat of his TelIOw. 
in tie Gpel; many werbende. 


bt 


ere Men. This Highly- privrleged pert © 


- Wh iv appears" to have been the Hr late 
Saviour; and being called” 

he imſtantly — | 
engaged in the work of the mini! 
betook himfelf with ztcal and wer to. | 
the Aicharge of its facred duties. The 
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to > which, he afterwards, attained; that; as 
Jobs he had not a full reliance on the om 
> of his Saviour. Two hundred. 


” o F . <4 
Saviour, in 


de u Intl — — our 
reproves him for 2 not proſited, as 


— 15 bd given: aff Bin mie 
cad „Have I been ſo 

| you, andi yet haſt nes 
ben me, Rr From this an 
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night cor pho is 1 eee 
in Chriſt Jeſus. The divine Monitor did 
5 vor z ain beach his e noſen ſervant the wal 
5 „ Having kared the trot 


having freely und z0ithe/ moſt | 
_ partaken of theaters. of lifes he diſpenſed! 
an ith. 1 ardour. | The he 
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PRO kid 6e e ſevere f 
and after this prepe 
to a painful and ignominious 1 
nog his martyrdom, che earth ſhook, the Ly 
elements were conv ilſed, and the | 
of Gop, in the hour of his def 0 


ſaid to have gained more proſelytes to | I 
Chriſtianity, than at any period of this life, 4} 
uns were conligtied to their grave 
by the pious care of his fiſter Mariamne, 
and of his n and fellow: Aabourer * = 
Withollnew td 2nems, ee bus, 1 oy 
With renee the origin and — of _— 
the other Saint, hem we e nm 


: B28 
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ded. ſenſe, in which, not only 5 
1 
is tiled +, he 8 of our „ Lozn;” 4 


Which honourable title might poſſibly .b 
deſtowedie {the children of * 0 
| on Wagga is of geg i 


1 N mination, of 15 St, . eee e 
® which name he was for many ages diſtin 
7 guiſhed throughout the Chriſtian world, 
| This Apoſtle Was appointed to preſide * 
ane Church af eru 
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ty, hich is the higheſt 
moſt illuſtrious! diſtinction of the! futhful 4 
ee Jeſus. His man 
occupations: were never — to inter- 
ſere with his conſtant performance of the 
duty of prayer: lem, he who hath taught 
* that the ale ſervers ee of 1900 
trae, by his oπ n experience; when, in a 
time of ſevere. and unuſual drot ght, his 
ſupplications pierced the clouds, and cauſtd 
a bleſſing to deſcend from abo , „ the hea- 5 
vens melting at his en in Suit 
: 8d His vir t were ſuch. 

not * the reverendce 
of his fellow-chriſtians, but even n re- . 
oh his: -piofeſiings; At length, however, 
but not till all attained to a ere | 
ſecret! counſel and oreknowlege of f Gon, "7 
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of Chvilt ould be called to e am more 


1 my their law, and a blaſ- 


Fremen to His power and Ged. 
ad- tchey * —_ Wyn his Lony, 
that. * Jeſus ſitteth on the right hand. of the 
Majeſty on high, and that He Neal. Maus 
again in the clouds — 


lies Pay 5 e eee . 
ente bm. not nel by be 


Sr. EI AND r. Nabe 239 
dis knees, and pray for h cruel enemies 
-that ſought his life; L :beſeechs this}? 
l beſesch thee forgive them, fortheyknow 
at they do;“ but, in the x 
hd charitable interceſſion, his 


ab noi death; bringing, as the 
hiſtorian tells us, univerſal ruin on the 
dewiſh nation . 
oof td. 599155 1563 $STh# Rent 


- The Epiſtle, addreſſed by St. Fames 
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frequently. diſappointed in gur hopes of 


dence: of Go calls us to bear our teſtin 
many in ſuppomt of it: and fine 136721 


days, all that will liut godly in Glxiſt Felis. 


of the: world, mit, in ſome degree of 

exp rene cution, ena 
| otra nnen 
; extmptitrora perſonal ſufferings, to poſſeſ 
our, ſcals in tienes, „eee 
33810 R | charity 


> 


champions. of the faith, let us ſtrenuouſly, 
profeſs the truth. whenſoever the Provis 


declared, that even in the moſt peaceful 


and wall perſiſt in preaching a exuaiſied Sa- 
viour to the vain and+prejudieed: votaries 
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in our minds not only the meekneſs, the 
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charity towards thoſe, who reſiſt our en · 


deavours to do them good: 430214 


„and the RS of theſ 
faithful miniſters and foll were df Jeſus 
Chriſt; but, above all. the bright example 


of thoſe virtues, echibtted in che charadte 


of the divine Author: and-Finyher ef our 


Faith. He, when He was reviledy reviled 
not again when He was deſpiſed and re- 


jected by thoſe for the ſake of whom He 
went about doing good, and for whom He 


afterwards condeſcepded: todie, He endured 


with patience; even unto the end; the con- 
tradition of obdurate ſinners; that ſo, 
having made a full atonemeiit for our ſins, 


and having made peace for us by the blood 


of His crofs, He might reconcile us to out 


oſtended Father. Thus did He ſecure to 
all thoſe, who walk in the Way which He 


795 Sa to ab, who em- 


brace, 
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brace; believe and obey the Truth which 
He hath taught them to all, who are ear- 
neſtly deſirous of that eternal Life which 
I hop e 
He hath purchaſed for them, an inheri - 
tance of joy unſpeakable in that heavenly 
3 where, ' erithroned in tranſcend» 
me pu Rio" or —_—— AND Leno 
o IG "DEE 5 


* T 


Nes ow, unto zac avko hath a Us nth 
05 holy calling, and. hath made us meet to 
be e partakers of 1 the, inheritance of the ſamts 
in light, | unto Him, FarusR, Sox, and 
Hox.y Gnosr, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all honour, fuwer, might, majeſty, and do- 
RT; world Without end. Aux. 
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| N. theſe, words we have a r remarkable 
A . inſtance of the Tema n. 
* holy perſons, (one of whom the Church 
coramemorates on this day 12), t to the work 


144401 . 


whereto they were appointed by the Spirit 
of, God., I he preparatory im impulſes, and 
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the prevalent diſpoſitions « of the heart, Are 
from above; 3. the actual e is- the 
e work 
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248 67. BARNABAS. 
work of man. Without the former, the 
a of gp pil ner 
labour worthily, piouſty; and zealouſly in 
his facred office; without the latter, he can- 
not be duly and regularly #vefed with that 
office. Accordingly, the firſt ſtep taken in 
the eſtabliſhrhent' bf the Chriſtian Church, 
the very | 11:36 ud comma of St. 
Wache to that Airy” ah ad _ ip 
from y N by tran anſgreff effion fell 10 
this occaſioti, there wt an Pen ad- 
dreſs to the Searcher of hearts, imploring 
kli to poin? dit by Tits S h r Agen 
Af fl 2 of two Perfdtts, bock of 
deln, Joußtkes, ft enn dtet Rev Het im. 
: bert t charge!” The tet ots wete Siren _ 
and the cfection fell upon Mathis," 
dae — a ite bete us, it pleaſeb Gor by 
e inſpiration 4 Call SY „ Hot 
by FO deer from x" grocer Hier 5 
as | but 


e eee, (Goſpel, and to work 


miracles in. xoufirmation and ſupport of 
\the-dofrines Wböch they taught. This 
——— 
and impreſſve: 4 MWüten they had faſted, 
dlpreyed, and laid their hands bn chem, 
2 them away!“ This bonduct, 


8 1 3 1 N : 
bas id finale: 0:3 die tint 5112 


it 5: I e l NY the tw elve Ap oſtles h ee 


red EDU AT ef St. James the 
Great, T Acts 205 30 and poſſibly St. Barnabas night 


de appointed to fill up the vacancy thus oecafioned 
in the Sacred Colleges while St. Paul had an eſpecial | 


An extrrordinaty wn commilſion'co Tu the 
.-Golgel wthe Gem.... 
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3 San. — be rim be 
Of the former of theſe Apoſtles, ſo de- 
legated to their ſacred work, it is my duty 
to ſpeak on the preſent occaſion: and it 
will appear, that St. Barnabas bore no 
ſhare-in the labour -whach 
accompanied the firſt plantation of the 

Goſpel; in the promulgation of which, be 
exerted himſelf with the utmoſt zeal and 
. affidvity,. and to which he bore his reſti- 
mony, even unto death. We are told, in the 
fourth chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
that St. Barnabas was, of che country of 
 Cypays; that he was a Leite; "that his real 
un name 
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ina was 79646 —— 
And ee hen: 
om he was ſo called we do not 

Amn 


——— 
e eee fats gebs 
[temper and diſpoſition. For, on referring 
to the niuth chapter of the hiſtory juſt men- 
-tioned, 'we-find him encouraging, comfort · 


eee to his en 


e ee a a were unwil- 
ng to receive: „ For when Saul was 


eee to 8 5 


3 * 77 1 1 
e bur © e on tis ſubjett at oo ind 


ludjoined to p. 17 ; and the rraſdns there adduced 
in ſupport. of the, conjecturę, that 1 2 pe, ang, Dat 
att 


Judas, ſurnamed Barſabas, was St. ias s compe- | 


wer bot 'the'apoſtolie aged on the d of , 
das : ſelf 
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5. % Butethey Mere all 
md of hita,, and believed not, that he 


:the e that He had ſpoken u, 


PR amg Alec. "_ 
Fainthie: confirmation df the prapriety of 
his being filed the Son of Conſolation, we 
find, that an this Apaſtle d atrival at Au- 
tioch, when he Jaw tha bleſſed influence 
. of the grace of Gop an the minds f þis 
hearers, “ he Was glad, and exhorted them 
all, chat with purpoſe of heart they would 
cleaue unto the Lonp: Fon,“ it is addeld, 


Ghoſt 82 of n ang much Pep. Was 


, en 


* 
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| ST. HARNAB AS; 253 
ng received the faith, and embraced the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, Of his liberality and 
charity we read ini a very early period after 
the conſtitutiom of the Chriſtian Church, 
where it is 151d! that, "Having! land, he 
« fold it, and brought the mone and a 
al It at the Apoſtles" feet. 48117 28199! gilt 

St. Barnubar was in this ceſer diftins 
gulthed from Bis fellow-Labourers in the 


work of the Goſpel, that his parents were 
opulent, as well as pious; that he had been 


lultructed (probably by che celebrated Ga- 
maliel) i in the Jewifh law? in which ſitua- 


tion” it is ſupp6ſed that He- Hrn per 


athiainted' with St. Paul, with whem he 
laboured a whole year at Antioch in the 
eſtablihment of the Chriſtian Church. 
From this city he, together with St. Paul, 
was commiſſioned to carry relief to the 
brethren which were inFudea'; when, wo. 
«flicted Wil" vere | 
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reduced to che loweſt ſtate of neceſſity and 
extreme: diſtreſs; With St. Paul alſo we 


Cyprus, converting the:governory/Sergius 


Paulus, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of 


r ml faith of Chriſt: 


with power., and that 


3 Aas zise df the Loans and 
belieycd, and abeyed the Goſpel . That both 
thelnholyApoſtleawerent like paſſions with 
men, we find them declaring,when 
prieſts.at Eyſtin wobld have 
one- ſacrifice to them as to gods, on thei 
having reſtored. a-cripple-to the uſo of hi, 
abs: and if we douhted it, we need only 
refer ourſelves. to that ſharp contention. be- 
tween theſe once-ynited friends, which ger 


fayourable 


ER e oa: 


ST. BARNABAS. 255 
favourable indeed, as it eventually turned 
aut. to the more ſpeedy and diſfuſive pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel. Probably, much 
might be ſaid to juſtify the conduct of both. 
Apoſtles on the occaſion. of diſpute, Dh; 
Paul en to ain them an en 
and _ on à former oecaſion; While 
St. Barnabas, accounting him nevertheleſs 
0 be profitable to him for the miniſtry, , 
determined tots: e. he * 


n recorded, that he received the crown of 
martyrdom. The Jews from Syria ac- 
cuſed him of blaſphemy: againſt the law 
of Moſes ;-- ſeized him in the midſt of his 
pious exhortations; and at night, for fear 
of the people, brought him forth, oruelly 
— bim, and then as him to 
a2 32 death, 


5 * 
. 8 
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death. Thus ended the uſeful, honourable 
courſe which this Are was'ordained to 
| a and for which, as the Holy Ghoſt 
ded eee. 
rated by a ſolemn appointment. n mig / 
© When we view the activity with which 
he laboured, the dangers which he over- 

e. and the-cruel ant ke bo- 

tc I eee 
ſeſſion of that Goſpel, to'thecobſervanceiof 
which, in this our happier country, no ſuffer. 
ings ate threatened, uo danger is annexed; 

dut where, on nn 
be virtues which our Religion. p 
nmended and encouraged by * 
higheſt example and authority, Tha rea- 
dimeſs of tis Apoſtle to paſs over the 
weakneſs of an offending brother, -wholſe 
zeal had not riſen to the eee 
his own, and that of his moſt em 
neh i * 


dvr. N a 
beasee St. Paul; alen are ar uſoful 


— our 8 | 
who perhaps are equally mere with our- 
ales, — fortitude and powers 


Ic n. IF neee, — 


ths relief of the' poten — _ : 
o ſhall be animated by his ecarnple'ts a 
general performance of the "great duty ef 
charity; without feeling ourſelves "called | 
upon, according to the ſtrict letter of pris 
mitive maſher to o imitaro-thiat . 
. A meta: act of dang 
lence; namely, to fell all that we have, and 
diſtribute it among the poor. To I Re. 
vere teſt the rich man's faith in the Goſpel 
was purpoſely called by our Lon: but the 
caſe was ſpecial. The Searcher! of hearts 
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. not key 
to convincechim vf his i propenſity; but 


* nnen e Ariking 


abb Rrie [Ton 4520. Mains 
ne two maſters, iſſuing contin · 


A. 


 diftory commands,” never can be obeyed; 


and that;whencatiches and earthly poſſeſ- 
ſions are conſideted-as our treaſure, to theſe 


den he at all dt 
upon all occaſions, readily to contribute to 
and when their neeeſſities are urgent, ras 
ther to deny ourſelves,” and to« diſregard 
our own indulgence, and even our conve- 
nience, than ſuffer others to ſigh under 
thoſe burthens, which we my thus have 
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0e dhe poor then partalkes of the fature Gf 
AY RF; and we ate affiired, that #'is 

ing FW grekt fro " facrifies 
There is no reaſotito/coficlide; cat che 
-of this day and his colleague St: Paul, led 
either of them to uncharitable cenfures of 
each other j nor to any animoſity diſgrace- 
ful to the Chriſtian character: and I have 
already bbſerved to you, that eventually 
it was productive of more extenſive benefit 
to che cauſe of Religion; We muſt netz 
however, take obcafion from hence to vin- 
Alieate a ſpirit of contention,” of diſcord, 
or of angry ſtrife, unjuſtiftable on any oc 
cuſion, and particularly fo When we ſpeak 
of che Geer of Peace; Evil muſt not 
de encburaged, that 'go0d tiay cofmé ? 6n 
the-<conttary; We muſt avoid as thuck 'as 
ran. all bontroverly, Ad "caſeleſs dif- 
as 2  putation, 


1 


=, MRI 
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putation, and, as much as in us lies, 
mit live. peageably, with: all wen. We 


wust engage in no matter of li 
with ranccurous bitterneſs, nor purſu 
from motives rege: bur rathr;abre 
and juſt 


| nights, cen — ads their ut- 


eee the hazerdiefipeaces/and 
all, if religious differences b we muſt 
abſtain: from intemperate zeal in the 


Maintenance of our opinions, even al- 


though, we may be perſuaded that they 
are; founded in truth, anf ſtrictly con- 


renne to the word of Gop. We ar 


taught; to pity thoſe who err and are de- 
ceived, and to pray, that it would pleaſe 
Gon to bring them into the way of truth. 


But we are no where authorized to treat 


them, with, ſcorn and contempt, to uſe in- 


h 
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merit which really belongs to them. In a 
word, we are never to ſuffer our zeal to 
tranſgreſs the bounds of charity; never to 
« Jet our good,” through any indiſcretion or 
intemperance on our part, be evil ſpoken 
'« ofz” but, by gentleneſs and meekneſs, 
humility and charity, we are directed to 
adorn the doctrine of Gop our Saviour in 
all things, and whatſoever we do, to do all 
to the glory of God: : 


T 4 Farkxx, 83 pi Hor v 
Gnos r, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
honour, and glory, and praiſe, world with- 
end. Auxx. 
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SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST.” 


1 XL. 3. 


1. voice of Him that crieth in the withia 

neff, Prepare ye the way of the Lony, 
mate ftrait in the 1 85 4 highway for 
our Kere 


TD: is eas ER 
A that the perſon here ſpoken of by the 
Prophet, in theſe words, is the Saint whom 
we commemorate this day: and it is re- 
mazkable, that whilſt we call to remem- 
brance the confident perſeveran ce of other 
ſaints and bleſſed martyrs even unto death, | 
and view them in their laſt act of glorify- 
4 3 - e 
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ing Go, by fcaling, their teſtimony with 
their blood, we celebrate on this occafion 
the Birth- day * of the Muſtriods forerunner 
of Jeſus Chriſt; than whom, (we have the 


higheſt authority for aſſorting) a" greater 
never aroſe among them that were born of 


women: of whom-the-Difcerner of the 
heart declared, that he was © more than 
2 prophct””—and-of whom the voice of in- 
 ſpiration uttered. thoſe memorable wards, 
« Behold I ſend my Mrssxxorx before 
thy face, which a prepare thy way, he- 
fore thee.” Fo to uy 
The birth of St. Jolu Ba was fore- 
told by an Angel, at a time when, in the 
ordinary courſe of nature, ſuch an en! 
was impoſſible; yet ĩt came to paſs as it had 
veral portentous circumſtances. An Angel 
af Gop appeared to his father Zacharias as 
he miniſtered in the Temple, and foleranly 
Wolz Yo Ts „See 5. 134. mods Wal Brie 
un e 8 


. 
a ob 


BT, JOHN THE BAPTIST 265 


proclaimed to him the miraculous: birth, 


the high office, the ſacred character of a 
ſon, whom his wife Eliſabeth ſhould bear 
to him. In juſt puniſhment for the prieſt's 
unbelief, his voice was taken —_— A 
ſeaſon, till there was a full a 


un e rn g which had r beat | 
| looſed, andina ſong of praiſe he bleſſed the 
Lozp Gor: of Iſrael, who had viſited and 


** His people. _—_ Joy filled the 
hearts of thoſs who expefed the Vieth. 
2 pelievd in the bee which | 


nounce His arrival; one, whoſe office jit 


ſhould be to turn many of the children of 
Hrael to the Lonp, and to prepare them 
1 en of the. Redeemer: of tins - 

The text describes "TM as: and mY 
were ee on his miſſion ; and we will . 
N * him in the diſcharge of his 


aj EN 2 
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ation, we know not whether more to ad. 
mire tho innocence of his life, the purity 
of his manners, the ſimplicity of his habit, 
or the importance of his doctrine. The 
butt fix verſes. of the third chapter of St. 
Matthew give you the Whole of his cha- 
| racer and conduct, as to the nature uf his 


commiſſionꝭ and the great buſineſs on which 
he was ſent forth. In iaſe days, (i. e. while 
Chriſt dwelt: * mene the 


nearly thirty years after the everits recorded 


in other parts of the ſame. chapter) In thoſe 
days came: John the Babmiſ, hrrut hung in the 
wilderneſs of Fudea, (and, as St. Mark tells 
us, in all the country about Jordan) 
ing. en yes 465 _ eee are Heaven 


viebplhecy: to — a8 ne he had 


7 1 1 2 ſaid, 


ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, 269 
faid, I am He!) that was ſpoken of by 
crying in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye- the 
4, Way. of. the, Lon, make: His - paths 
0 ei. Aud tlie ſame) John: lad ht 
raiment of camels' hair, and u leathern\gir+- 
A about his eee ee : 


. „ Tip 1. * the 3 ame ts flown 
by a cloud of witneſſes,) was commonly eaten both in 
ancient and modern times by many nations of Aſia and 
Africa, and ſeveral ſpecies of it were permitted to be 
eaten by the divine law, Lev. xi. 21, 22. whence we 
may conclude that they were an uſual article of food in 
Judea. See Parkhurſt's Heb. Lexicon i in v. nad. * 
and his Gr. Lexicon in v. Auge, 3 Ed. | d 

Mr. Harmer, in his ingenious “ Inuſtrations of the 
| Holy Scripture, from the cuſtoms now. exiſting in the 
Eaſtern countries,” ſpeaks of the locuſt as an accuſtoined 
article of food among the Arabians ho are ſtated, on 
the authority of Niebuhr, to dry, and keep them fat 
winter proviſion. Vol. IV. Obſ. cxlvi. Note 3. 

We learn alſo from Sir John Chardin, that the 
modern Derviſes wear à garment made of the woolly - 
hair of camels; that they wear leathern girdles, and 
do alſo feed on locufts. Bn the Sr of the enen I 
habit, en, xiii, Wen N EY 
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und ui m_ + - Then went out to him Yes 


nd about Funden and were eee of 


An in For dan, confeſſitg their fins. The 
kingdom of Chriſt; foretold by the Pro- 


: phet l ) 4 F 1 2 (Chap. I , and wil) is 


kingdom: of the Gop of Heaven, was now 
about to be erected and eſtabliſhed, which 

was finally to be victorious over all other 
Bag dos. It was therefore of the higheſt 


| rms that men ſhould be inſtructed 
in thoſe duties, which would render them 


capable of being feceived into that celeſtial 
kingdom; and inafmuch as true faith and 


 fincere repentance are the only grounds of 
preparation for that ſupreme privilege, we 


find the Baptiſt exhorting them, in the very 


words which the divine Inſtructor of man- 
; kind afterwards condeſoended to adopt, to 
| Fepeht of all the paſt irregularities of their 


conduct, and to be waſhed and cleanſed by 


. e Baptium 


8 


* 


„ „ „„ . K a a» mw OA i. 


r: JOHN THE BAPTIST. 271 


Rapeiſin-from the defilements of fins This 
Was den an exact accompliſhment''of 


| tion of the Prophet Malarhiʒ 
e of St. John's coming under 


the name and character -of Elijah the 


Prophet, and io deſcribes” hirn as the 


Meſſenger of peace and love: He ſhall 


turn the hearts of the fathers to the chill 
dren, and the hearts of the children tb 
che fathers:” his preaching ſhall bring 
back the degenerate children of Ifrael to 
the true faith and piety of their anceſtors; 


and they ſhall be acknowleged as the law. 
ful poſterity, the legitimate offspring of „ 
their fathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. | 
The reſemblance between St. John/ and 


the Prophet Elijah Was ſo great as to 
juſtify the application of the prophecy to 


dim, n though” he | bore a different 
PPE: - cert Es came in 0” | 
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272 7. jou THE BAPTIST. 
and fower of Elias, Their 


parallel with each other in almoſt every | 
particular. They were both intent on 
working a general reformation in the 
minds of their hearers. The abſtinence, 
| * retirement; and even the dreſs of both 
ere peculiar and alike. Their oppoſition 
to — prevailing vices and corruptions of | 


the times was the ſame. In the manner 
of their departure from the world they in- 
deed differed. materially from each. other; 
but He who called his ſervant of old, in 2 
public, viſible manner, to tlie immediate 
participation of glory, appointed the ſecond 
Elijah to aſcend  hkewiſe into heaven by 
the triumphal cha riot of martyrdom. " 
We wonder not to find, that ſuch an holy 


life commanded general reſpect, and that 


his powerful exhortations aa ged beet 
attention. His doftrine ve 000 
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with. unprecedented ſucceſs, and almoſt 
the whole nation of the Jews reſorted to 
him, confeſſing their ſins. And yet we 
find no foothing ſpeeches, no falſe colour- 
1580 of vice, no temporizing flattery, no 
iſpoſition to connive at wickedneſs. 
His maxim was impartially to condemn 
vice, wherefoever he found it: and to re- 
commend an immediate return to virtue, 
ind a ſtrict adherence to duty, in all orders 
| and degrees of men. In the chapter of | 
St. Matthew already referred to, he ſpares 
not either the open profaneneſs of the Sad- 
ducees, or the ſecret wickedneſs of the 
Phariſees ; for many of both theſe feed 
came, (either out of curiofity, or a mefe 
empty ow! of religion, or perhaps from 
Kill more unworthy motives,) to be pre- 
ſent at his baptiſm; <6 © generatio neration of 
© vipers,” who” hath warned SOLD to "08 
| "OM nated men“ Ve; 
D 


S 
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have poiſoned tkiround: you with your 
corrupt principles and practices, what hath 
induced you to aſſume, even for a moment, 
the appearance of humility and repentance? 
Grievouſty are ye miſtaken, if ye rely on 
your deſcent from the holy Patriarch Abra- 


ham for acceptance with Gon, while ye 
neither poſſeſs the faith, nor manifeſt the 


the ſeed of him to whom the promiſe was 
given, whilſt ye continue in the violation 
of that holy covenant, which ſubſiſted be- 
tween Gop and your Anceſtor. The Al- 


”, 


mighty will ſooner © make a new. thing, 


* from the ſtones. of the, earth raiſe, up 
children, unto. Abraham; and. appoint. them, 


to be the heirs of his faith and obedience, 


chan he will admit thoſe to che bleffings af 
Hi kingdom, Who reſt ah! in n 


. N the 


iſt that ye are | 


* 


the unſpotted purity of the-ſoul. - 
Such was the general tendency of St. 
John's diſcourſesſuch were the admo- 
nitions of this holy Inſtructor to ſuch as 
came not in ſincerity of heart to his bap- 


and withal the excellence of his doctrine, 
drew around him a great multitude of 


s hearers, whom he received, by a ſignificant | 


IN outward ceremony *, into the-covenant of 


racter of BayTIisT was then fully eſta- 
 bliſhed, when he was admitted to the di- 


this aflertion we thall refer our readers to the following 


Ley. xiii. 58. xiv. 18 9. xvii. 16, &c. Numb. viii. 7. 


dee alſo a bouk of, Tobit, 


vi. 2. | 
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the leaſt regard to internal holineſs, and 


tiſm. The ſingularity in his mode of life; 
the boldneſs in his manner of preaching, 


grace, and regeneration. But his cha- 


The tite of Baptiſm as adminiſtered by St. Fohn 
was new. in its application,. but was by no means a 
novel practice among the Jews. In confirmation of 


- texts, among many others that might be adduced 


2 Kings if! 11. Viz Mark viii. 4. Heb. ix. 10. 
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ſtinguiſhed honour of baptizing his "PA 
our; an office which at firſt he with hum- 
ble diffidence declined ; but in the per- 
formance: of which, a voice from Heaven 
pronounced the Redeemer of the world to 
be * the . eee eke in whom 


He was well pleaſed.“ 


Many other paſſages: i in ich fe of this 


Saint of Gop are fuch as to arreft our 


attention in a very forcible manner; par- 


ticularly, when we behold the exemplary 


Reformer of vice, exchanging his abode 
in the wilderneſs for the palace of a li- 


centious prince. There we find him re- 


proving Herod for his adultery and in- 


ceſt, with the ſame undaunted freedom, 


with which he had bronght the proud Pha- 


riſees and Sadducees to ſhame, for their 


ſuperſtition and hypoeriſy. He plainly told 
the king, that the law of Gov forbade his 
re and alarmed him with de- 
B ON © | nunciations 


was as » „ e 
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nunciations of the divine vengeance. This 


declaration, added to Herod's apprehenſion 
of the Baptiſt's popularity, drew upon hitn 


the reſentment of that jealous prince, (Who 
for a while had heard him with ſatisfaction; 
and had treated him with reverence, ) and he 
immediately formed in his mind the deter- 


mination to cut him off. An opportunity 


ſoon *vecurred of making the blameleſt 


man a victim to the tyrant's rage, and to 


the malice of Herodias; whoſe-daughter's 


{kill in dancing, at an intemperate de- 


rewarded with half his kingdom, if re- 


quired; and which obtained for its recom= 
pence a ſtill greater booh—the ſacrifice d 
of: 2 1 more gerte than _ whole 


ſents us with à curious, but moſt 0 
ing, ſpectacle; a royal princeſs, in her 


n e fo eee 
«FT „ + 3 molt ' 


bauch of Herod and his lords; was to be 
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| moſt atrocious kind, delivering to her re- 


lentleſs mother, the adultereſs who hunt- 
ed for the precious life, the head of this 
holy Prophet, mangled and reeking with 
blood. 8 Alas, who knoweth to what ſtrange 
exceſſes ſin in its progreſs will conduct its 


votaries? There ſeemed no connection in 


the beginning between the incontinence of 


Herodias, and the murder of this Saint: 


and yet her ſin produced in her that hard- 
neſs of heart, which led to this horrible 
fin we may ſay, what Solomon ſays of 


ſtrife; the beginning thereof is as when 


one letteth out water: we know not what 
direction it will take; and when it has 
gained ſtrength in its precipitate courſe, 
we know not by what means its progreſs 
can be ſtopped. Beware nnn the 
beginnings of ſin, and adhere with pure 
ee to the . and with invio- 
95 


Rnd 
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lable obedience to the commandments; of 
Geog. CUBE ITED G3 £1 
The fate of the bleſſed Martyr in con- 
ſequence of his well directed reproof muſt 
not deter us from the performance of this 
friendly, this charitable duty. That it's 
neceſſary for perſons, under particular ſitu- 
ations and circumſtances, to diſcharge it, 
is moſt certain. In parents, in maſters, 
in magiſtrates, and in miniſters of tlie 
Goſpel, connivance at vice is a crime, 
and ſilence is encouragement. To ab 

ſtain from reproof is to allow, and to 
make ourſelves accomplices in the tranſi 
greſſion. In the intercourſe bet wixt friends, 
it is an act of extreme unkindneſs, to ſay 
left wf na nok t point bt e Hi 
conduct which ought to be amended - thoſe 
- evil propenſities ieh the ſinner, as He 
values the falvation of his immortal füt, 
muſt Torr: and reform. We know, and 
dos? 5 4 11 t60 
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too often we experience, how difficult it 
is to diſcharge this friendly office without 


incurring the diſpleaſure of thoſe whom we 


ate deſirous to ſerve, The pride of man 


can ill endure to be reminded of his faults; 


and the reprover is in danger of hearing 


from the lips of ſuch as he is moſt ſolici- 
tous to profit, Art thou he that troubleth 


us with thine ill directed cenſures! Net is 
it our duty, and that a very important part 
of it -a duty from which We nd not 
ſhrink, if we. would fave ourſelves, and 
thoſe that hear us, to ſhew-to ſuch as are 
committed. to our charge the nature and 


cho they will hear, or-whether, they will 
forbear. And e by our voice we bear 


we have. it in our power, ſilently, but for- 
eibly, to give ſtrength and efficacy to our 
nacmanitions, by relgipully abſtaining from 


ALS | ſuch 
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ſuch inſtances” of negligence or - poſitive 


tranſgreſſion in a our own conduct, as we 


reprove in that of others. We muſt al- 


ways remember, that the ſervant, of Gon, 


and exhort with all authority, is never- 
theleſs directed . not to ſtrive: his ad- 


wonitions muſt be the faithful wounds of 


friendſhip, into which Charity is ready 


to pour her lenient balm; they muſt be 
delivered with love, and in the ſpirit af 
meekneſs; and every token muſt be given 
of courteſy and affection, in order-to con- 
vince the party reproved, that we aim nat 

ſo much at the offender, as at the offence. 


I cannot ſum up What has been ſaid on 


this oecaſion in a more proper and forcible 


manner, than in the admirably edifying 


words ſuggeſted by the Collect for this day; 
wherein we are taught to offer up our 


prayers to the throne of grace, that, in 
5 3 . con- 
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confortnity to the inffrud#ions of the illu- 
ſtrious Saint before us, we may truly re- 


8 pent according to his preaching; and, in 


imitation of his "example, may conſtantly 


ſpeak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and 


patiently ſuffer for the truth's ſake; that 
ſo, however dur werk of faith and our 


efforts of charity may be received among 


men, we may find a gracious acceptance 
with the:Gop:of glory, in the great and 


terrible day of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 


Jo whom, 'with ie FATHER and the 
God, be aſcribed, as 1s miof Mur,; all frorour, 
glory, adoration, and n 95 * Y withou 
E dy 
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5" Maxx XIV. 72. 
—— And when he thought thereon, he meu. 


_ character of St. Peter in the 
New Teſtament, like that of the 
ſon of Jeſſe in the Old, is calculated to 
receiving: each of them proclaims, in terms 
that demand our moſt ſerious attention, Let 
lim that thinketh he fandeth, take heed left 
he fall! When we dwell on the-tempo- 
tary defection of theſe Saints of God, we. 
conſider each of them as ſtanding, hke a 

beacon, to guard us againſt the danger of 
or wh ſelf- 


- 
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ſelf-confidence. They give comfort to the 
penitent, and warning to the ſecure. They 
teach mankind, that none, while on earth, 
are fixed ſo ſtedfaſtly, as to preclude the 
poſſibility of their falling ; and that ſhould 
they fall, true repentance, and. the mercies 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, will reſtore them 
to the privileges they had forfeited by 
5 Os | 
When we are told, that in the moment, 


Jak the backſliding Apoſtle diſowned 


all connection with his bleſſed Maſter; and 
confirmed the falſehood with curſes and 
 imprecations, the Loxn turned, | and:looked 
| upon Peter, what may we not ſuppoſe to be 
5 paſſing in the mind of his compaſſionate 
Maſter? what may we not conjecture to 
have been the ſenſations of this unhappy 

diſciple? It was a look that melted his 


heart, and cauſed ſtreams of true contri- 
tion © flow from m eyes: when he 


AAk. 3 —— 
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thought: thereon; he vept⸗ 3 RET he went 
out, and wept bitterly. That look of blend- 
ed pity. and concern produced immediate 


reflection on the, horrible nature of his 


crime 3 and we cannot wonder, that re- 
flection was inſtantaneouſly: ſucceeded by 


the. bitterneſs, of penitential ſorrow. 
Before we proceed farther in the i 
deration of the inſtructions to be drawn 


from the character and conduct of St. Peter, 


it will be neceſſary that we give ſome ſhort 
account of this very eminent Apoſtle. We 


are told, that he was a Galilean; and born 
at Beth ſaida 5 that the name originally : 
given him, on his admiſſion into the Jewiſh - 


Church by circumciſion, was Simon, Or, as 
he 18 ſometimes called, Simeon. To this 


name Was added by our Saen that of 
Cephias, which ſignifies a fore; expreſſed 
by the Greek word Heier; either with re- 
ſerence to bis natural firmneſs and con- 
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fancy, (though, in the inſtance juſt refer- 
red to, he ſo miſerably fell away from his 
own ſtedfaſtneſs,) or elſe, by anticipation, * 
applied to that folemn charge, which he 
afterwatds received, when he profeſſed his 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, as the Son of Gov 
and Saviour of the world that Rock, upon 
which the Chriſtian Church was to be 
built, and againſt which not even ie gates 
ef hell ſhould ever be ſuffered to prevail. 
The diſciples which were called from 
the erer erer of the fea of Galilee 

were chiefly fiſhermen ; and this great and. 


wes Apoſtle was in no reſpect exalted 
. above his fellow-labourers, either in bis 


* There can be no FT the Canfellivn « of the 
Truth, and not the Perſon who made it, is the Rock 
on which Chriſtianity was to be founded; St: Peter 
himfelf claimed. no preeminenete of the; kind, nor 
did he arrogate any diſtinctions and Privileges to 


himſelf in por ar of nas Lord * Nee $ * 
A 37 5391 
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9 in life, or in the diſcharge of his 


paſtoral office. Of him it may with truth 


be ſpoken, as of almoſt all the reſt of the 


Apoſtles, that Gop was pleaſed io chuſe | 


the unlearned of . this world to confound the. 
wiſe, and the weak and deſhiſed of this world: 


| 10 confound the mighty, that the faith of 
ſuch. as accepted and embraced the goſpel 
might not ſtand in the wiſdom of. * * - 


in the ſiouier of Go. 


Of che ſuperiority of this Apollo in in re 


ſpect to any prerogative of perſon or office, 


we know. nothing: nothing, at leaſt,” that 
can induce us to conſider him as the uni⸗ 
un Head and — goverhiag. of the? 


pre-eminence in his own order, we may 


teaſonably ſuppoſe him to have been en 


titled by his age and gravity: perhaps alſo 
che zeal and alacrity which led him on all, 


occaſions to be moſt. forward in met, 
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might have induced his brethren, with great 


propriety, to concede to St. Peter a more 
active e management of the infant 


Church: hut in no reſpect do we find him 
inveſted with any exeluſive power or para- 
nount authority Whatſbever: the Chriſtian 


faith, againſt which the gates of hell fhall 


never prevail, is built on tlie 1 5 9 
rhe Apoſttes and-Prophote, Yefus Chip Him- 


felf being the chief corne#-flonezwith'nio'par- 


ticular mention of any other ſupremacy. | 


In our remarks on the Feſtival of St. 


Andrew we obferved, that it Was in con- 


- ſequence of his brother's communication 


of the joyful news of the Mefiah," that St. 


Peter, wir that eagerneſs and zeal: ale 


2 . Fa 


£ diſtinguiſh his ,"haftened” to 


a converſe with Him. But! 1 WW not before 
85 He witneſſed our Saviour's tranſcendent 
8 power, diſplayed in the miracle immedi- 


_— connected wich our Apoſtle's pro- 
TED 5 0 N 3 | feſſion, 
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lon, that * became His avowed diſ- 


lowed Him. From this time we ſind St. 
Peter honoured with a particular intro- 


duction to the moſt ſtriking and intereſt- 


ing ſcenes of his Maſter's aw He became 
the witneſs of His: 


Than; of * abſolute dominion over the 


winds; and even of His authority over 


the ruler of tlie Haszogue to . n 
gour, and activity. 


We behold him moſt en ad 
his confidence in our Saviour's almighty. 
power, though unable to maintain that con- 
fidence in the moment of perſonal danger: 
Lon, if it be Thou, bid me come unis 


« Thee en the water.” There ſpake the 


ardour of affection, regardleſs of 'C 
n and only ſeeking to I the 
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death itſelf, in reſtoring the daughter of 
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Lord of Life: but when he made the dans 


gerous experiment, beginning to ſink, he 


cried, ſaying, Lox, ſave me.” He found 
that zeal itſelf, when not according toknow- 


lege, may be eſſentially defective, particu- 
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larly whert it is put off its guard, and em- 
barraſſed by unforeſcen difficulties. 
Of the very fame nature was the tranſ- 
action, to which the text alludes. Confiding. 
in his ſtrength to confeſs his perſecuted 


Maſter before his enemies, he was anxious 


for admittance” into the hall of Caiaphas. 


Had we only! been informed, that the very 


follower of our-Loxp who had been moſt 


active in His: defence he who had even 


drawn his ſword in the attempt to reſcue 
Him from His enemies, and had actually 

ae one of the barbarous aggreſlors— 
had we, I ſay, been told, that the very ſame 
Apoſtle had gone in the ſame night to the 
"oy n 8 * whither his Lord had 
. 1 5 been 


op 
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been conveyed, braving every danger out 
of anxiety for His fate, we ſhould have 
extolled his faith, and admired, his intre - 
pidity. And by ſentiments like theſe he 
was doubtleſs actuated, when he entered 
the threſhold of the prieſt: but, too ſecure 
of ſtanding, he took not heed, and ſuddenly 
he fell. An unexpected queſtion from one 
of the female attendants firſt alarmed, and 
then prevailed againſt him; ſo grievous 
indeed was his defection, that when his 
fidelity was to be declared with ſome pro- 
bability of hazard, not a ſimple denial only 
was the conſequence, but a denial accom- 
panied with oaths and proteſtations, tend» 
ing moſt heinouſly to aggravate his guilt. 


covered from his fall, and full of pious 
ſolicitude to make amends for his error, 
and to proceed with additional zeal and 
energy in the path, which was to lead 
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him through ſufferings to eternal glory, 
The firſt inſtance, in which he diſtin- 


| güne binaſelf, after the deſeent of tho 


Holy Ghoſt, was by converting three thou. 
fend" ſaulr at one time to the Chriſtian 
faith: ſo rapidly did the goſpel advance, 


and ſo mightily did it prevail through the 


influence of the Spirit of Truth, and the 
blefling vouchſafed by Him to the words 
this Apoſtle uttered, as the oracles of Gov; 


We ſoon after hehold two notorious of · 


fenders,” after his awful reproof, falling 
dead at his feet: wretched ſelf-deceivers, 


- who had kept back, through covetouſn eſs, 
" WP been abet to me and 
rats with — falſehood. m the 
ether hand we ſec him eftabliſhing,” com- 
forting, and ſupporting ſuch as were newly | 


converted to the (Chriſtian faith. And 
ouch. 
OR 1 8 ws 
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ſifins; by an extfaordinary viſion; to reg 
move from his mind choſe detp- rooted 
prejudices, Which, if ſuffered to remain, 
would only have ſerved to check his .ex+ 
ertions, and would have led him to conſine 


his labours to the Jews alone. DAVerhans | 


was: ; 


the Circumciſion was eſpecially committed 


to his care, ſhould, in that wonderful man- 5 


ner, be convinced, that God, Whoſe merey 


is, Over all His Works, 14 n reſtecter of. | 
perſons; but that, in every nation, he: that 
feareth Him, aud worketh ee, 1 


acrefited wink , 45 ft 


The ſame God, who ds * ah 


powerful [inſtrument of His mercy, for- 


ſook Him not, When called en to ſuffer 
Obriſts Kingdom. -By tte ee 5 


12 Bi U 4 , Herod 


Pa 


vation ſhould: be opened to. dae | 
and that St. Peter, though the goſpel of 
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open themſelves of their own accord to 
releaſe a captive, whom not all the powers 
on earth could at that time any longer de- 
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Herod: he is, bound with chains, ſtrictly 


guarded by ſoldiers, and ſentenced to a 


painful and violent death on the following 


day, By the Providence of Gop be is 


| Jnoſed from thoſe chains, delivered from 


the ſoldie.s, and the gates of the priſon 


tain. | But this, you will obſerve, was not 


an abſolute deliverance ; it was only a pro- 


longation of his uſeful life, till the work 


was finiſhed which he was ſent to per- 
form; it was but a reſpite from that ho+ 
nourable death, by which this Apoſtle, | 


together with his [brethren and fellow 
ſufferers, was to obtain the crown of 
martyrdom. For in the general perſecu- 
tion of. the Chriſtians at Rome in the reign 
of Nero, St. Peter, (wha had, by his ſuc- 
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object of that tyrant's reſentment, and 
who had given® ſome check to his licen- 
tious gratifications,) was carried forth to 
crucifixion, and, by bis own deſire, under 
circumſtances more humiliating, than the 
uſual manner in which that cruel puniſh- 
ment was inflicted, He was crucified with 
his head downwards, and was afterwards 


buried in the ſpot, whereon is erected that 


Church, diſtinguiſhed by his name, than 
which, excepting the Temple of Solomon, 


the world never beheld fo W _ | 


majeſtic an edifice. 
The Church is beat; to this holy 


Apoſtle for two catholic Epiſtles, in which 
the wars th converts to.Chriſtianity, where» 


er diſperſed, are addreſſed with peculiar 
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Maſter, Who, in His addreſs to His dif- 
ciples, while He tells the all, that Sn 
hed defired ro have them, that lie mig ht fift 
them as wheat; ſaith to Peter an particular, 
I have frayed for Tres, that TRV faith 
« fail not; thay is, may not utterly fail 
hee: adding, and thin; when thou art 
ee converted; flrengthen thy bretiren. St. 
Peter exhorts his converts to a patient ſub- 
miſſion to civil authority, even under the 
molt ſevere trials; and particularly encou- 
reges them to perſiſt in their duty, and not 
to fall from their own ſ 8. Every 
ou ſeems: to bear Apen, in indelible 
aQters; r erur el Ys cit- 


| Apa mer king, hav that knen 


ries and ages" we che ſentiments 
l | e . | 


5 red PETER, N 
. — his heart Was full Abu His 


Bleed Long Tha Mater!s Ihen do 


we diſcover ſuch attachment, ſuch profeſ. 
ons of fidelity, ſuch reliance oh. his on 


ſtrength? Inwhom, alas l do We find fach 


wh. 


weakneſs and timidity, ſuch abhect ir 


lotien, in the moment of difficulty ani 


danger? Where now are all thoſe proteſta- 
tions, . Though all men ſhould be offended 
« becauſe of thee, yet will never be offended! 


% Though I. Jhould ie with thee, Hes! will not 


4 7 deny thee! Lon, Tam ready 20 — 


© thee to frriſen; or to death! Twill lay des 
my lie for thy fake!” Where is all this 2 
confidence, when he 1 is charged with being | 
the perſecuted : 


one of the compriiiggsl g 9 
Jeſus, then under trial In the judgment- 


hall? „I know not the man:? =« FE know | 2 

not him of whom ye ſpeak: —« Folemify 05 

me x never knew him. O let us not 
nded; but let fear 8 
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Apoſtle, was ſuffered to fall away for a 
ſeaſon, that no one ever Afterwards might 


preſume on his on ſtrength: and he was 
enabled to recover himſelf, that no one, 


baving fallen, might ever add one fin to 


Oker. by abandoning himſelf to utter 


ſpair. We behold him, like an half. 
vanquiſhed hero, (whom the overpower- 
ing vehemence of the adverſary had for a 
moment compelled to deſiſt from the com- 
bat, ) returning to the charge with redou- 
þled vigour, and renewing the conflict un- 


.der a fixed determination to conquer or 


to die. By his own preſumption he had 
fallen from his integrity; by the grace of 
, Go D he was reſtored, and enabled to ſtand. 


Let us profit, by every particular of the 
caſe before us. Much as we may learn 
from the example, much as we may learn 


from the precepts of this man of Gop, 
perhaps ſtill more important inſtruftion 
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may be obtained from bis fall. There 


we ſee exemplified the weakneſs of human 
nature, whenever for good reaſons it pleaſes 
God to withdraw his preventing and aſſiſt- 
ing grace: we ſee, that though, under the 
divine guidance, we can do all things, yet, 
without it, we are able to do nothing that 
is good: we ſee, that to rely on our owl. 
ſtrength is the very extreme of weakneſs; 


to depend on our own wiſdom, the very 


fooliſhneſs of folly: and, laſtly, that though 


it is grievous to provoke Gop, it is yet 


more .grievous to be inſenſible of our fault. 
This was not the caſe with the bleſſed 
Saint, whoſe penitential tears lowed in ſuch 
abundance, as to que ich the wrath of the 
Almighty, and, by the merits of his Saviour, | 
to obtain his reſtoration to heavenly mercy. 
Alas! we provoke, but we do not repent., 
Too often, either through fear of imagined | 
un ger, or ä of de luſive 5 we do; 
in 
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in out actions. at leaſt, if not in words, deny 
dur Los. On ſuch occaſions His eye, 


though unſeen, is upon us, as it was in this 
caſe upon His offending, but much - loved: 


diſeiple. O that our hearts, like his, were 


ſo ſenſihle of the divine goodneſs; as to 


melt at the affecting remembrance! The 


grace of Gon is ever ſufficient: for us, 
if hy our own obduracy we defeat: not 
118. ſalutary operations. That grace Will 
ſtrengthen them that ſtand; will comfort 


and help the weak - hearted; will raiſe up 


them that fall; and finally will beat down 
Satan under our feet. > That grace ſupplied 


. the/Apoſtle of this day with fufficient-cou- 


rage, on a future o8cafion, to acknowlege 
bis divine Maſter, at the immediate peril 
of his life: to ftrive with unſfiaken con- 


| and thus to obtain the ineſtimable bleſſing, 
wWbich ſhall be the portion of all who con- 
M | | _ feſs 
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feſs a crucified Savioiwt "IRA men; that 
of being themſelves -hereafter confeſſed, 
acknowleged, and accepted by their Rx- 
DEEMER and JupoE, in that day, when 
He ſhall come in the glory of the Father 
and of the holy Angels, te render unto 
| every man according to his works, 


Now to Gop the Farurs, the SON, and 
the HoLy GuosrT, Three Perſons, and One 
God, be all honour, and glory, and praiſe, 
henceſc r and Vs evermore. AMEN, 
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St. Makx 1 20, 21. : 


And when He had gone alittle farther ak 


He ſaw James the ſon of Zebedee, and 


Jolin his brother, who alſo were in the 
ſhift, mending their nets : and ſtraighiway 
He called them. And they left their fa- 


ther Zebedee in the ſhift: with the hired 


ſervants, and went after Him. 


OD, in His infinite mercy, meets us 
with His bleſſings at ſuch times and 
places, and in ſuch ſituations, as to His 


8 


own unſearchable wiſdom ſeems moſt ex- 


pedient. Here He finds a number of hon- 
eft; - induſtrious fiſhermen, diligently. em- 
ployed in the duties of their calling; and 
in a fit diſpoſition to receive His invitation 
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305 sT. JAMES: 
to an employment of a nature very diffets 
ent from, and fuperior to, that i in which 
they were engaged. He therefore deems 
them wotthy to publiſh the Goſpel of ſal- 
vation to the world, and to become, as our 
Saviour Himſelf expreſſes it, fiſhers of men. 
He finds no reluctanes in them to obey His 
Wal. Mbongh Hevodhrs, hap 00) Aare. 
ment of eaſe, no ſplendour of wealth, no 
manner of earthly: gratification. By His 
powerful influence on their hearts, He in- 
elines them to prefer, before every other 
conſideration, the advancement of His 
Goſpel, the intereſts of His ſpiritual king- 
dof; aid the welfare of the ſouls of ten- 
Among the happy number thus choſen 
by our Saviour to be the inſtruments of 
conveying the light of the Goſpel to the 
world; was James the ſon of Zebedee, ſur- 
named ide Greut; He received that ap- 
Pekation, either becauſe he differed. is f 4, 
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thi other-hdly Apellis aß the fame tame 


or elſe becauſe he was the firſt of that iglos 
rious company, Who: follbwed his Blefſed 
Maſter in death, that he fliglit receivetin 
crown of life, As the proto:martyr among 
the Apoſtles, the illuſtrious title in queſt» 
ion Gent to belong to him with peculiar 
propriety; - though ſome have aſſigned eit 
to the diſtinction witk Which he was ho- 
noured (together with Sti Peter and St. 
John) by his divine Maſter, i being kd. 
mitted to thoſe manifeſtations of Bis power, 
and | thoſe myſterivug trariſactions 6f his 
life, which were for a time to be goncealet 
from the reſt of mankind, He was of the 
the ſame kindred and family irh the mo 
ther of dur Bleſſed Logn *; though in I 
W of ee 0 . is mot eM. ſtated, 
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Not that this circumſtance (however ho. 
nourable to 'our Apoſtle it might be CON» 
fidered by his-brethren) gave him any 
preference in His fight, who is no re- 
{peter of perſons ;” on the contrary, He 
on all occaſions declared, for the encou- 
ragement of every member of His myſti- 
cal body, that 6 wWhoſoever will do the 
i of His Father which is in heaven,” 
the ſame He will conſider in the tender 
#elation! of. _— or bite, or 


a to anob elttinen Senf 
j 


if] When v we -confider a2 e bers 
tion in which St. James Was found, when 
e was calletl to be a diſciple, we cannot 
hut admite his readineſs to obey the divine 
injunction. He is attending on his aged 

father, and aſſiſting him in the neceſſary 

buſineſs of his honeſt but laborious profeſ- 
or 05 another occaſion we hear the 
. of, * LOnD, kt me wy 7 and bury 
A - = my 
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my father.“ Would it have been very 


wonderful, would it, we may even venture 
to aſk, have been very culhable, if St. 


James had urged the age and -infirmities 


of his parent, and the [ſervice he might 


afford him, by continuing to leſſen the 
toil of his profeſſion, and ſhare in his la- 
bours? But his conduct exhibited a ſtronger 
inſtance of that faith, which brings into 


captivity.every: thought-to the obedience 


of Chriſt: we ſee him chearfully ſubmit- 
ting all earthly: concerns to the ſupreme 
diſpoſal and government of divine Pro- 
vidence; as knowing, that We are then 
more peculiarly the objects of GoD'sifa- 
vour and protection, when wes call all 
our care upon Him that careth for us.“ 
I have, however, formerly obſerved to 


you, that ſuch examples do not tall for 


our exact and ſerupulous imitation under 
* en Circumſtances of ſociety,” and 
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under the laws by which it now pleaſes 


Gon to direct the affairs of this life. Ex- 
.traordinary caſes and circumſtances de- 
manded extraordinary conduct. Though 
Abraham was called on to bind his ſon as 
a victitn on the altar, and the fon of Ze- 
bedet to ſeparate himſelf from his aged 
parent; ſtill a diſregard of the ties of na- 
tue and affection, a renunciation of our 
honaſt employment, and a departure from 
that ſituation wherein the Providence of 
Gon hath placed us, are by no means part 
of ou hriſtian duty. On the contrary, 
:the Apoſtle's: advice is, (Let every man 


adide in the ſame calling wherein he i 


called, with Gop:““ that is, in whatever 


prbfeſſion any of you is placed, therein let 


+hifn-continue; but always with Go, and 
zn His fear and love: and conducting its 
concerns with ſuch diligence, integrity F 
+ and rnoderationyas ferve'toihews hat the 
vas ＋ 1 9 
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bleſſing in that calling, in which the hanil 
of an all-wiſe Providence hath placed us, 
than in one, which is the reſult of our own 
wayward choice, of our own capricious 
preference. Here, doubtleſs, the caſe was 
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Chriſtian's moſt important object i is to ſe- 
cure the favour. and acceptance of Gop. 
Affect not to change, with reſtleſs impa- 
tience, the fituation to which you are 


called, provided it demands nothing from 
you, inconfiſtent with the dictates of an 
upright conſcience, or incompatible with 
the performance of the greateſt and moſt 
eſſential duties. There is generally more 


to expect the divine comfort and 


ſpecial, and was certainly warranted by a 


clear and evident direction from above: 
the word of Chriſt was accompanied wich 
power; and every conſideration of relative 
duty might reaſonably and properly be 
made to yield to a command ſo powerful, 
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o obligatory; and ſo indiſpenſable. It was 
therefore an act of duty on this ſpecial oc- 


caſion, and under theſe particular circum- 


ances, for the Apoſtle to reſign the care of 
his father, (whom Gop would, as he hoped, 
preſerve and protect,) and to follow Chriſt 
without delay. And if we may form our 


judgment of this holy Saint's diſpoſition to 


diſcharge his new and important truſt, 
from the name aſſigned to him and his 
brother St. John by the divine Searcher of 
the human heart, we may conclude, that 
there was no want of energy and zeal, no 
want of ſpirit or vehemence in either of 
theſe Sons of Thunder.“ The expreſſion 


ſeeins to imply, that their word was more 


than ordinarily powerful; while ĩt has ſome 
reference, perhaps, to their natural diſpo- 
ſition. This conſtitutional fervour, of which 
around itſelf: daculedly on a 
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particular occaſion ; when they felt an in- 


jury and affront offered to their divine 
Maſter ſo ſenſibly, as to be carried beyond 
all the bounds of charity, and to bring upon 
themſelves a merited rebuke from the Au- 
thor of benevolence and love. Theſe ſons 
of Zebedee, carried away by their reſent- 
ment, deſire to be permitted to call down fire 
from heaven to deſtroy thoſe Samaritans, 
who refuſed to receive their Maſter. Our 


Lonp's reply is every way conſiſtent! with | 
His general character of meekneſs, for- 
bearance, and long-ſuffering : : * Ye know 


* not what ſpirit ye are of: the Son of 


Man is not come to deſtroy mens? lives, 
but to ſave them.” To ſave them by 


the introduction and eſtabliſhment of a re- 
ligion, the grand object of which is to 


ſecure the peace and ſecurity of the pre- 


ſent life, and to promote the eternal att 
vation of its true profeſſors. 
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The forwardneſs of . theſe Apoſtles is 
alſo ſhewny in their venturing to ſolicit 
a ſtation of the higheſt pretminence in 
their Maſter's kingdom; which, at the 
moment of their making the requeſt, they 
concluded would after à certain time 
be eſtabliſhed ain earth. They employ 
their mother to bring forward their ambi · 
tious requeſt. Our Bleſſed Lon D imme - 
diately turns their thoughts to very differ - 
; ent  conteinplations. He tells them that 
| 2 | they knew not what they aſked : that they 
| E | | Were altogether ignorant of the | ſpiritual 
1 nature of their Maſter's kingdom. - And 
—_— they ſeem. to be as little aware at that time 
+ 1-2 of the ſteps which would. be neceſſary to 
lead them to it. Are ye able to be bap- 
£ tized with the baptiſm that I am baptized 
—_—_ with,” Which is generally interpreted to 
1 de a baptiſm. of n * and can ye 
1 drink of that cup,” meaning a cup of bit- 
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terneſs and forrow, © which Iam appointed 
to drink of?“ They confidently affirmed 
that they were able. And the future events 
of their lives confirmed this truth, that 
whatever thoſe expreſſions might mean, 
they were ready and willing to go to 
priſon and to death for His fake: but as 
for a. place at their Maſter's right hand; 
and at His left, this, He tells them, was 
not within His diſpenſation, in that hum- 


ble character, in which they then beheld 


Him; nor would it be diſpenſed: to any, 
except thoſe for whom it was prepared 
by His Father; and who ſhould be fitted 
M the diſpoſition of their fouls: to receive 

Our bleſſed Saviour, who evidently 
oa no opportunity to paſs by Him, of 
improving every incident from which an 
uſeful leſſon might be derived, from the 


circumſtance: of * preſumptuous appli - 
cation leaves on prongs ſome inſtruc- 
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tions of the utmoſt conſequence, reſpecting 
the virtue of humility: and His argument, 
drawn from His own perſonal character 
and conduct, is urged with a force which 
nothing could reſiſt: If I, the Son of Man, 
who am alſo the Son of Gop, came not 


to be miniſtered unto, but to miniſter, and 
to give my life a ranſom for many, let my 


diſciples, who aſpire to ſuperiority above 


their brethren, learn, that the path which 


leads to it, is through acts of more than or- 


dinary condeſcenſion and humility. © Who- 


ſoever will be great among you, let him be 
your. miniſter; and whoſoever will be chief 


among you, let him be your ſervant.” 


Of one of | theſe © Sons of Thunder p I 


cannot avoid obſerving, by the way, in what 


a very extraordinary manner the grace of 


Gov had ſoftened the fierceneſs of his diſ- 


poſition by its benign and gentle influence. 


His ineſtimable Epiſtles, e to the 
ie. | . iſtian 


n 
n 
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Chriſtian Church at large, whilſt Re are 
replete with the moſt excellent precepts 


for the regulation of mens! lives and man- 


ners, are more particularly diſtinguiſhed 
by a vein of Chriſtian meekneſs, gentle- 
neſs, and charity, demonſtrating a ſweet- 
neſs of . temper and character; entirely 
diveſted of that reſentment, or of that 
ambition, which marked the earlier wir. 
of his conduct. | 

Of the labours of the Apoſtle whom we 
now commemorate we have no certain ac- 


count, except that his miniſtry was chiefly 
exerciſed in Judea and its neighbourhood. 


In St. Luke's ſhort hiſtory of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, we are told, that this holy 
and faithful ſervant of Gop fell a victim 
to the love of popularity in that monſter 
Herod, who, upon his entrance on his go- 


vernment, being deſirous at any rate to 
| procure the favour of the people, « ſtretched 
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320 S8. JAMES 
out his hands to vex certain of the Church; 


and, actuated by theſe baſe and barbarous 


motives, „killed James the brother of 
tradition we learn, that he was apprehend- 
ed, as he miniſtered at Jeruſalem, and was 


| beheaded; having, as we obſerved, the bo- 


nour to be the ſirſt of the twelve diſciples, 
who received the orown of martyrdem, for 


the teſtimony of his Bleſſed Maſter. We 


ate fartherinfarmed, that fuch was the furm- 
neſs and the fortitude with Which he con; 
ducted himſelf at his trial, that 
ied and confounded, not ly withdrau 
his charge; but fell at the Apaſtle's ſeet;and 
implored his forgiveneſs: then, deelaring 
himſelf a convert to a Religion, cnpuble of 
adminiſt ering ſuch ſupport in arvotnent of 


ſovereſt trial, he yielded himſelf up to the 


fame honourable death, and ſhed his blood 
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rough the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
they feared no evil; they had this inex- 


hauſtible ſource of conſolation, that the 
Lonp, the Shepherd and Biſhop of their 


fouls, would ever be with them ; that His 
rod and His ſtaff would be their comfort 
1; and that the fame good- 
neſs and mercy, which accompanied them 
in the moſt trying moments of their life, 
their final admiffion to the glories of His 
kingdom, who hath promiſed ay n 
to His faithful ſervants; © 
To him that overcometh, will 1 grant 
to ſit with me on my throne, even as * 
_ © alſo" overcame, and am fat down ww 
my Father on His throne,” - 
Noto 0 the King eternal, immortal, Fo 
fible, the only trus'Gov, FxrTHER, Son, 


and HoLy Gnosr, beiaſcribed, as is moſt 
due, all honour and glory, thankſgiving and 


fraiſe, world without end. AMEN, 
12 SAINT 
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h of Chriſt, was (as it is admirably: | 
deſetibed by the author of the 


the Heeren) quick, and powerful, and 
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1 


the —. we ſhall leſs wonder at its  effi- 


appears to have been in ſome 4 pre- 
pared by divine grace för łhe reception of 
the good ſeed of the goſpel. This feems 
to have been the favourable Tate, in which 
the:pxeaching of our Bleſſed Saviour found 


the perſon, whom We this, y commemo- 


rate, and in whoſe: favour a teſtimony is 
borne, -ſuperibr vad every other co mmenda 


tion ; Behold: un ifraelite, indeed, in wh 
is nie! % Jt--15) true, that he is here 
called Nurhanael; but from a variety of 


hits afſeciate With St. Philip; under thet 
appellation: of Bani llt is not ati 


. names belonged 
tahimt i: l _ Ane Bartholomew is 
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derived frum his family; or a profeſſional 


deſignation, deſcribing him as GLLICIDIC. 
the / Thoimzan ſchool, Which e 


to have been a: ſe of ſome importance 


among the Jews *. From the ſhort, but 


r b {3 SS + 
3 The learned and accurate Biſhop Taylor, in his 
Life of St. Bartholomew, remarks, that, as a Son, the 


Apdſtle's name denotes no more than his being wha, 


the Son of Tholmai, a name not uncommon among the 


Jews: but it may relate to him as a diſeiple of ſome pur 
ticular ſect and inſtitution; it being a cuſtom for ſcholars, 


out of a great reverence to their maſters or firſt inſtitu. 
tors of that way, to adopt their names, as 'Ben-Ezra, 


Ben-Uzziel, &c. And this will be much more evident, if 


the obſervation be true, that among the members of the 
Jewiſh Church there were ſome who called themſelves 
Tholmæans, from Tholmai, ſcholar to Heber, the an- 


ciept maſter of the Hebrews, with whom Abraham was 


confederate, that is, joined himſelf to their ſociety, [Vide 
Bolduc. de Eccl. poſt Leg. c. vii. p. 45+ þ To all this, 


if, neceſſary, may be added the conſent of ſeveral learned 


men * who have given their pe in 1 Os 


of Nathanael and arthol 
* Apoſtles, P- 134], 
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that when he Was told of Jeſus, he was 
nb eartzed away with popular; prejudice 
but being. tall Kine ahi Was the 
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India, to — the Chiſtian faith; 
and from thenee he returned to the greatet 
Armenia; where he is ſaid by ſome to have 
deen crocified® with his head "downward, 


and by others to have ſuffered the di 


lomew was faſtened to the croſs at the fame time 4. 


place with-St; Philip / but that the conſternation of the 


barbarians at the earthquake which happened as this 


laſt Apoſtle expired, ¶ See p. 235 of this work,] induced 
them to take down St. Bartholomew, who was yet 


alive, from: the, croſs, to Which he had been bound 


with cords, and to diſmiſs him with any any 
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the very idea of which fills h with che 
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oui dv ]; for Elo i faithful that harz 
promiſed: He will never leave us nor Ver. 
Huli ur „He will make us more than con- 
4 querors 3 - — gy 
— — Which aſſault us. 

e edifyimg example of this bleſſed 
Baint- on Chriſtian Church may gather 


many important and inſtruttive leſſons: 


ſorne of them we ſhall here enumerate. 


Weite That à mind free from undue pre- 


palleſiions (as that of St. Bartholomew ap- 


ſor tha reception of truth. Indeed, where 
the judgment is obſcured by prejudice,” the 
light of divine-truth cannot eaſily / 
1 Nettle leſs than ſueh a miracle as threw 
that eminent Perſecutor of Jeſus and His 


goſpel to the earth, and converted him into 


à no leſs eminent Promoter of the Chriſtian 
e nee 
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as have a veil of obdurscy ſpread over their 
hearts, through which they are unable to 
behold and comprehend the ON 
truths of the goſpel of Chriſt. 

1 That true zeal, ſuch as the Apoſtle 
of this day poſſeſſed, ſtops at no diffi- 
cylties, is affrighted by no dangers, and 
parts with life chearfully, when the Pro- 


 vidence of Gop makes it our duty to ſur- 
render it, rather than renounce the faith 


of Chriſt. We every where ſee to What 


Carry men; even to ſuch a conduct as is 


tive might have been originally good: Gon 


forbid then, that where men are zcalouſly 


affected in a good cauſe, they ſhould be 


diſcouraged by any oppoſition. which: they 


may meet with from the enemies of the 


truth. To a lukewarm W 1000 5 5 
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| that reward, which Gop hath reſerved 
for Hig. faithful ſervants hereafter, | = 

Let a our minds then be influenced. by the 
conſciouſneſs of Goy's continual, preſence 
and . proteQion, | Let us remember that 


all our Ways are jew the eyes ef the Lond. 


condderation, added * devout. race * 
His af Ce; will keep us upright before 


| Gop, and unblameable i in the fight of men; 


and will enable us, howeyer thorny may 
be the path which leads to everlaſtin 8 glory, 
to perſiſt 1 in it without wearineſs, and ſo 


« to paſs through things temporal, - that 


ve finally ie loſe not che things eternal, * 
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ja a man, named Matthew, fitting ab the 
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e Follow me. And he arge, ONE - 

Bec: FFC 0 
CCC con okbrg no bene ry N = 

T T is a well-known obſervation, con 

firmed by general experience; e 

eminent virtue, if unhappily corrupted, 

becomes depraved and vicious in the = | 

treme. May we not invert the propoſition? 6 

And are we not encouraged: by the ſame 

experience to obſerve, with pecubar ſatis- 
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faction, that vice corrected and reformed 
is often ſeen to riſe to an eminent degree 


of perfe ion i Holineſt and virtue? If an 


example ſhould be wanting, it occurs in 


the character ef—the-Apoſtle and Evan- 
geliſt of this day, whoſe office (although 
his names of Levi a and Mayhew beſpeak 
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him of Jewiſh drigin) was that of a pub- 


Wan or tollegatherar'\ty.the, Rorhne; ah 
employment had in ur louie ſteem among 
tho deen \though among the Romans: it 
reputation, till it was rendered infamomby 
the iniquitous practices of thoſe who were 
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uffalts of vil "foci ety. We may Judge 
how famous men of this profeſſion were 
accotinted, When we find with whom they | 


are joined; as publicans and finners,” 


1 publicans and harlots, e Pompey: and 


heathens.” 


© This odium abs prejudice AY we nay | 
preſume, 3 its accuſtomed effect in ſuch caſes. | 
Thiough 1 in the firſt inſtance the employ- | 
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ent did not abſolutely carry « 


”Y it, yet a ſligma ſo univerſally a 


WBofrenee io generally diffuſed, the ha- 
bred and Jealouſy of a whole. country fo 


certainly incurred, prevented perſons of 
Eminence and virtue from engaging in 4 


profeſſion of this unpopular and diſhonour- 


able nature. It i is no diſparagement to a 


faint. of Gor to confeſs this, when Chriſt 
ellis Tlimſelf, "ſpeaking, of men of this 
deſcription, calls them fick, loſt, and, by 
yay: of eminence, Sinners. - He calls them 
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fenounce the temptations t to avarice, « 66 the 


Biden things of Gihoneſty,” and embrace 


the humble Lenden of Him who had not 
here t to lay His head. It called on hin 
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finger that ſo repented—over-a. wandering, 
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committed iniquity if his heart had been 


in any degree infected by the contagion of 
ſin, and the corruptions of evil ſociety, 
from that moment a new life, a total re- 


formation was to enſue in his x egenerate 


ſonl. Awake, the voice ſeemed. to {ay, 
« awake, thou that fleepeſt; and ariſe from 
the dead, and CxRsT ſhall give thee light, 


The. night is far ſpent, the day is at hapga | 
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fetters. of fin. from. the as: of, infamy 
exalt thyſelf to the peculigr. ſervige uf 
Heaven. Live and die a 4 


labours of. the Apoſtle, and, Evangeliſh 
atone. for. the errors and eee of 
the publican.” | 8 3 ont e We 
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Being dow # diſeiple or Tefus Chtiſt, 
we fee bim inviting thoſe of his friends 


whom he Hoped our Savibur's converſa- 
tion might affect as it had done himſelf, 


to partak artake of & feaſt at his houſe. At 
this feaſt che Saviour of che World, who 
v6 me not to call the right E 21. Put firm | * 


to repentance, condeſcetided to be preſent 
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he was eminently qualified, as having him- 
felt heard the wor ds and ſeen the actions 
of his Bleſſed Maſter which he. recorded. 
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Wo mißt in Judea, and for ſeveral.years. 
endeayoured. to convert the Jews to, the 
faith of Chrift. 1 Afterwards he journeyed. 
among epa rm Bert, 


qpin, where he mightily cinphed 0. 
error and idolatr LAY 


Frabable, that he was called tothe « crown 


the death. ark ep was yet 
in Paleſtine, (at the requeſt of the Jewiſh. 
converts, and at the inſtauce of the Apo- 
files,) he wrote the Goſpel, which, to this 


Thys:Golpel he rote, as is generally be- 
in the Hebrew. ; lage, for the 


uſe, of, his. countrymen: 4 * Was ſoon tran- 
8 flated 3 into Greek and the ttanſlation was 
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wears led to adore the Wonder uf tnealk 
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Fir „s, the; 1 of Irenæus, Origen,, Euſebiu 85 
Jerome, and Auguſtin on this ſubject, as quoted by 


Townfon in Alt Diſcout ſes on the Goſpels. Th 


learned, divine gives it as his on opinion, that St. 
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His Work like his 'conntr: 
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his brethren of, the common faith, $0 both of whom 
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F oft een Box furely the-covetous Man, 
Who makes gold his confidence, and truſt- 
eth in it as his chief happineſs, does in 
effect {ay to his treaſure, Thou art my 

God.“ It is the parent of fraud and in- 
Juſtice, of falſchood and oppreſſion, of many 
of che moſt peſtilent evils which are pre. 
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walent in the world. It tende to puff 
men up with pride; it leads them te form 
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which, we, are ſpeaking, it is the height 


of folly as Well as of wickedneſs ; fer 


it purſues, happineſs in à way wherein it 
dener can be found; great riches. being, 


in numberleſs inſtances, the oaſion of 


— — eſtleſſneſs, and miſery to the 
human mind, inſtead of affording any ad- 
ditignal comfort, peace, or ungut 
In every point of view, therefore it 
a moſt gracious act of mer in ux Bleſſed 
dee, Nis dinine Dirnen fs 


bo beate ner en _ | and bec 


AP ara ju van fe 
| him 


niſt ters of th mad. We 


5 — Tos 2 CE 4 —— 2 - * 2 — 2 1 — = 
ER TE TV 


3 = = 
I — —_ 
l oy 


| TONE RR 
f nds bed e- Wei dr wehelt 


ane 5 ee maflkind * Bis ex- 
rea, 


1 
. 
* 1 - — < * * 1 
- mah 1 N 
> : [ , ” 4 D Irs: 4 b 
* 5 . $ 
f of Fa 7 
1 


LS, $* Y * 
i * * = * N 
y 4 A * 
— — bh — 
. —— 7 


which oct: dan offer to our Prefer- 
= | ence and regard. 28 600; ee ee 
= "If wotld/einer inte 1 of 
—_— dat a Which 

'Y $5 diſtinguiſhed the character of che bleſſed 
om the” eninaring Furt 
. cCeobvetouſtteſs, and hill raiſe our affeRtiond ner 
* above this petifhable world,” the möft 
* gerous enerny to dur eternal falvation.” We fte 
all eniptoy Sul itt Care in attending. is the 
: ddr eGticefiis of u better Bie, aud man ek u 
_ cg 1 5 the 


e nog 


4 


_ Q 
— —— —̃ (·(2 
5 89 NY 


— 
CS 
* * P 
mg 6 ** => 


- 


JN 0. 


* 


3. MATTHEW. 358 | 


the wiſdoro which cometh from above, on 
our. conformity to which nothing leſs than 
a blefſed, immortality depends. We ſhall 
rely with unſhaken confidence on Him who 
hath promiſed, that if we firſt ſeek His 
kingdom, and the righteouſneſs thereof, all 


outward neceſlaries ſhall-be added unto us. | if 


Contented with ſuch; things as we have, 
and. truſting to Providence to inereaſe 
them as He ſhall think fit, by a bleſſing 
on our honeſt induſtry, we ſhall ſo uſe the 
world as not abuſing it; for the faſhion of 
this world paſſeth away. What frequent 
proofs. does the experience of every day 
bring to us of the uncertainty of riches!” 
In what an unexpected and ſudden man- 
ner do they often make themſelves G 0 
and flee away! So tranſient are they, ſo 
fleeting, that no human means can ſecure 
the continued enjoyment of them. Nor 
18 this all. Life itſelf 1 is on the wing, and 
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of Him that hath ſent us while it is day: 

let us be charitable according to our abi- 
| Hity: let us be rich in good works, © ready 

to diſtribute, willing to communicate; lay- 


ſtruction of this ſervant of 'Gop be ſet 


tages, whenever they ſtand in competition 


ST. MATTHEW. | | 
n we have heaped up riches, however 
laboriouſly, we cannot tell with any cer- 
taiffy who ſhall gather, at leaſt who ſhall 
enjoy, them. Let us then work the works 


ing up in ſtore for ourſelves à good foun- 
dation againft the time to come, that we 
may lay hold on eternal life.“ "Be it our 
eare, that neither the example nor the in- 


before us in vain: by the one we ſhall be 
taught to.forſake the world and its advan- 


with our duty to Gop: and from the other 
we ſhall learn the way which leads to 
heaven and eternal glory. His precepts, 
together with thoſe of his fellow-labourers 
1 the r will guide us in 8 caſe 
80 of fl 


* 
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of * difficulty and danger ; ; whether amidſt 


the ſmiles of proſperity, or through the 


Let us adore that mercy which raiſed up 
holy men, whoſe writings, given by the in- 


wile unto ſalvation. Let us value as we 
Let us read them diligently, hear them 


conſtantly, and obſerve them faithfully ; ; 
that ſo, receiving inſtruction from the Spirit 


\. of Gop, and laying up His words in our 


e hearts, we may have our fruit unto: holi- 


6 neſs, and in the end everlaſting life, rouge | 


n- Jeſus Chriſt ul Lord: : 


= DT ben with the FaTurR and the 

her HoLy Gnosr, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 

ws & honour, glory, and praiſe, world 28 

pts, end. Au N. 3 

rers 

eie ts 1 „33 1 
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darker ſcenes of tribulation and ſorrow. 


ſpiration of Go, are thus able to make us 


ought the facred oracles of eternal truth. 
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Are they not all miniftering Muiritt / 


* Feſtival which the Church calls. 
2 upon us to celebrate this day, differs 


. materially from every other which we meet 


with in the courſe of the year. We are 
not at this time reminded, as in ow: 
caſes, of the pre-eminent virtues of ſome | 


of the moſt diſtinguiſhed of our fellows. 
chriſtians, who chearfully devoted them- 
ſelves to ſufferings and death for the ſake 


of the goſpel : we have a ſtill higher 
ſubje&t for our contemplation; and our 
thoughts are raiſed. to the grateful conſi - 
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deration of a ſuperior order of beings, ſent 
forth as miniſtering ſpirits by the Father 
of mercies, to miniſter unto ſuch as ſhall 
be heirs of ſalvationss- 

Our ſubject will therefore lead us to 
conſider the mature, the, e 13 and the 
employment .c of Angels ®, . 

An ANGEL, In its ny! wah öl 
general ſignification, 18 another name for 

4 mieſſeriger,” an ambaſſador: - it is in t is 
ſenſe with the utmoſt propriety applied t to 
the heavenly ſpirits, nt forii on an errand 
iq of mercy to the heirs of ſalvation. The 
teſtimony of the ſacred writers concerning 


and —_———_ ede is 10 clear e 
n . off 143-4 
It has "KO A expedient, FEM BE Wg 4 
myſterious nature of the enquiry, purpoſely to avoid 
emering into the queſtion, what perſon, is mentioned 
in, holy Scripture under the high title of vnd w, Who 
is as GoD?f” 
conſider” the TubjeQ in a more diffuſive: and general 
view. ' 5 


? 


| deciſive, 


their appearance to holy perſons; on barge | 


And we have therefore endeavoured 'to 


ST. MICHAEL, 361 
deciſive, as to leave us no room to doubt of 
their actual exiſtence. That they are pure 
ſpirits, ſuffered to affume a' viſible ſhape, 
in order to accompliſh the purpoſes of 
their miſſion, ſeems. perfectly agreeable to 
the tenor of Seripture, as well as to the 
. opinion of the Chriſtian Church. 
By the Pſalmiſt they are deſcribed as 


WG excelling in ſtrength,” as fulfiting the 


edtarnandment of Gov,” and © denn | 
| ing to the voice of His word ;” and their 


eminent purity and holineſs cali” them 
0 the denomination of- the HOLY Angels. 
With reſpect to their office, © 'we are 


ehren told, that they attend upon the : : 


great King of heaven and earth, to receive £ 


/ 


His commands, and to execute His will: 
to declare the diſpenſations and decrees of | 
heaven to thoſe whom they may more 
immediately concern; and to confirm che 
n of thoſe extraordinary events, which 

required 
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required to be ratified in a miraculous and 
ſupernatural manner. * 

Of tho time of their creation we e haye 
no direct account. We read, chat, in the 
beginning of time, Gop made the heavens 


day of His work of creation He faid, © Let 
there be Light! Either of theſe periods 


might be aſſigned, if we were 


N conjecture on the ſubjeA, as « the 
3 their hallelujahs 3 the. throne of 
Gon... VVV Nhe, 


eee It is certain that 


during the earlier ages, when Gop held 


immediate communication with his people, 


frequent, and their intercourſe with man- 


ng o 


n 


2 


r Ag . 


r 


tion of the body of His fleſh.” Such, we 
| may preſume, and ſuch, indeed, we have 
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currence. But here we muſt ſpeak with 
caution; for in many paſſages of the Old 
ame whars'we read that the Ange 


chat, the ſenſe of the paſſage makes it 


impoſſible to be interpreted in any other 


way, than as the words literally tranſlated 


imply, THE! ANGEL JEHOVAn: the Word 


of Gop; the ſecond perſon. in the Bleſſed 


_ the Angel of the covenant of 
rendering Himſelf, for weighty 


en a eren reaſons, in ſome ſort viſible 


to human eyes, before His actual aſſump- 


much evidence for believing, was the An- 


* who wreſtled with Jacob—whio- ap- 
peared to Moſes in the buſh—to Joſhua, 
- when armin ee ee «ca | 
Manbah, with the promiſe of ſalvation 
ts Ural from their enemies. And when | 


the 


REST 


FA * 
a DIAS ALT Donne Wh nn CRE 
— ———̃ v——-—' = 


ST. "MICHAEL, 


the prophet Balaam, miſled by ambition 
and avarice, went on his impious journey, 
the Angel Jehovah rebuked him for bis 
diſobedience, and commanded him, ſay- 
ing. The word that 1 ffrall 1 
thee, that thou ſhalt peak . 1 07 

But, above all, when, in 3 
time, it pleaſed Gop to ſend His only be- 
Zotten Son into the world, then went the 


divine command forth, * Let all the Angels 
habitats of heaven the willing meſſengers 
of peace and comfort to all mankind. Not 
oilly the birth of Chriſt Himſelf, but that of 
His forerunner was foretold-by the tniſſion 
of an Angel. An Angel vindicated'the ho- 
nour of His holy and innocent mother; An- 

| Sens at His wait fang the hyma of Joy. 


of Gov worſhip 


7 7775 . 


. 101 is SL that Balsam 1 ihe nature ang | 


character of the Divine Perſonage whom he faw in his 


viſſon. Compare Numbers xxili. 12% 26. and Chap. 


XAIV- 13. with Chap. Xxil. 20, 35. 


„CC & ah i 6. 19 oem 
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* warned his adopted father to flee 
into Egypt from the fury of Herod, and 
again aſſigned the time of His return. In 
the courſe of His abode upon earth Jeſus 
was in an eſpecial manner * ſeen of An- 
gels _ When the temptations of Satan 
in the dees were brought to an end, 
Angels came and miniſtered to our tri- 
umphant- Saviour, then openly victorious 
over the powers of darkneſs. - When the 
hour'of His paſſion approached, an Angel 
appeared unto Him, and ſtrengthened Him 
in His bitter agony. Angels were His 
miniſters in His reſurrection, when He 
aroſe a conqueror from His tomb. They 
remained at the holy ſepolhbre to dls : 
niſter comfort to His afflicted ſervants, 
They taught the diſciples not to "regret 
the departure of their Lord at His glo- 
rious aſcenſion,. but to look. forward. with. 
oy and hope Ho: the boar. of His ſecond 


3 - | coming. | 


— 
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coming; And, it the infancy of Cheifti- 
anity, the hoſt of heaven ſhewed them- 
{ves intereſted in the ſupport of the reli · 


Bion of Jeſus; even as they had declared 
themſelves, at the birth of its Author; they 


reſcued the ſaints from the vengeance of 
their perſecutors; and ſmote the oppreſſors, 


in the pride of their hearts, with a deftruc- 
tion manifeſtly brought on them from Gov. 


With reſpect to their employment and 


| miniſtry, as far as we ourſelves are imme- 


MT concerned, it is our great {comfort 

to reflect, that they are continually. eh- 
2 in guarding and defending us; in 
fruſtrating the malicious deſigns of our 
enemies; in affiſting us in our conflicts with 


evil ſpirits, when they would ſuggeſt either 


vain or impious thoughts; and in enabling 
to gainſt the prineipalities and 

| powers of- darknefß ; in rejoicing in the 
converſion of ſinners; and in contem- 
. 


earth. The heart of the anxious parent 


9 
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plating, with rapturous delight, the myſte- 
ties of divine goodneſs as diſplayed in man's 
redemption, 1 which things Nap _ 
deſire to look Wn.” 9 

"Theo opinion of guardian-angels attendant 
on good men, by the appointment of Hea- - 
ven, was prevalent among mankind from 
the earlieſt ages of the world. The patriarch 
Abraham, diſpatching his faithful ſervant 
on anc errand of mis witnbiſt conſehjihce, 


tells him, the LoxD Gop of heaven and 
earth ſhall ſend his Angel before thee, “ to 
take eſpecial care of thee, and to proſper 
thee in the way wherein thou goeſt, and 
in the buſineſs whereon thou art Tent. 


And to this moment we are aſſured; that 


though they are not perceptible: to our 
outward ſenſes, they do ſtill, by divine 


appointment, ſuecour | and: deferid us on 


is | Hothed by the thought that his child, 
6 e . 


1 F [1 
r ee ab 


II . 
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| through. the various dangers of its tender 
0 years, is under the watchful care and | 


guardianſhip of its ſuperintending Angel *, 
Whien the Apoſtle St. Peter, miraculouſly 


delivered from priſon, was confidently. de- 
clared to be at the door of the houſe, here: 
the diſci ples) were aſſembled, they could only 


folve what they conceived the impoſſibility 
of the fact, by alledging that it muſt needs 


be his Angel; -a/ circumſtance which very 
ſtrongly confirms the idea, generally preva- 
lent of the exiſtence and ſuperiatendance 
of theſe guardian, ſpirits. But the verſe. 


of the text puts the matter beyond all poſſi- 


bility of diſpute ; for it deſeribes them as 
ſent forth, for the very. purpoſe of miniſter- 


ing to them that are MOM of er | 


* 111 is e 49 in alluſ ion to this, 4 our — 3 


faith, ** Take beed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe 


little ones; for in heaven their Angels do always behold 


* $7 
9 


— 6 The 


the face ol wy Father hich 1 is in heaven.” 


ea aas ea 


bit already conſidered: and in 
every ſituation of our life, which will admit 
of agy-degree of oompariſdn with His; wie 
have reaſon- to rejoice in an humble but 
confident hope of the ſame iiiter pbſſtioh in 
dur AO Hye Aero ſare, that 
Ko Harv of . dem us 
world, Gov wilt give His Angels charge 
over us, 10 keep us in all our ways When 
ve are called hence in the true fuith ad 
*Gop, the Angels will perform their 

Mee in conveying us to the'miatiſionhs 
of * bliſs and e 12s they are ſaid to have 


Angel with ths bund of the — 
— 0 B Fir | wall : 


| | 


4 * * [ = A F ** - 
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| ©; The. pr gipal uſe. 0 be made of this 


That we conſider. them as peculiarly pre- 
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will ſever the wicked from the juſt; en 


che ranſomed ſoul ſhall, through redeem- 


ing mercy,” be admitted to a degree of | 


_ themſelves, in the preſence of the great 


— x 


Go D and mL Ie Chriſt. mY 
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PO 
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di 1 miniſtering ſpirits, under the 
name An base of, Apgels, is this; 


3 


ſent in our, public, afſerablies for Alviue 


C > 


Reads: ds 

3 ee to 
Tm for the many benefits Which we re- 
iceivefremetheir miniſtrationa whereby the 
ꝓower and malice of the devil, uf our. will 
doncut with their efforts 50 deliwer us, will 
be defeated,; and the malignant deſigns af 
thoſe evil inſt uments employed by. him 
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for our deſtruktion will be rough ts 
A hin Sig ning ad mc ants 4} 

The intellectual and g A 
(Who inhabit thofe palaces} wherein no- 
thing butlight;/and tranquillity; and bleſſed 
iminortality for ever dwell)" are ſuch per- 
fett obſervets of that law which the Moſt 
High whom they love and adore hath 
given them that our Saviour Himſelf in 
His deine form of prayer, hath taught us 
0 ak of Gor, that Lis will may be done by 
vs on earth, as it is by thöſe bleſſed ſpirits 
. tet and, in confofmity to their readi- 
e neſs to help us forward in the work uf 
our ſalvation, let us at all times be ready 
to condeſcend to che loweſt offices for 
ine beneſit of dur fellow-chiiftiuns:Let 
us ntver deſpiſe thoſe; 'whio,! being re- 
deemed by the blood of Chriſt, are there- 
1 — and, p how- 
S022 ever 


: Mgt ; 


* 
C ˙ OI ä 


“ „„ n 
— ͤ — 


Y% 
<3. 1 


bons bea ren ad of then: fince; fu the 
unge b Aru chighrl in dignity; anti excellent 


hoſe Heavarihy Apirits : tw all, wrhEO, from | 
_ 16tranedds dm miiſgumled zbal, would fall 
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aver mean, howtyer humble may be their ö 
ſituation in the world, are under the. pro- 
destion of: cthefe miniſterinig ſpirits. Let t 
ust eher (nk iran, protection f 
tof\Angels as then moſt probably: feured, v 
When we gentinue ſtedfaſt in the faith of 0 


Ohtiſt. andi che diſcipline uf His Church; 


chert becher dnn more than merely in 
mamie} nil ln eternali /afuationg7int 
he ende (tiede htaif bog rer alt :ideH- 


-m glorys they) rs ABT ans! a 3 
ian Teklatexery i Wurſhip-imel nat, Laim 


24 thy-fclow-ervant! ds tlie: language of 


:ddwn. befote: em. And gt. Paul, among 
-the refers, likely to ſaſſauſte dhe Church, 
ſpoaks uf the w/or/bppingoaf \gets;>as 

ng lof thoſe irfegularities an religion, into 
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ST. MICHAEL. 3 
which weaker minds might be ſeduced. 
But our Bleſſed Saviour has given us the 
beſt inſtruction on this important ſubject; 
for He hath expreſsly ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip the Loxp thy Gop, and 2 
ONLY ſhalt thou ſerve.“ 

May this divine precept be written in 


our hearts; and let us look only to the 


mediation of Jeſus Chriſt for acceptance 
at the laſt. day; when, as we humbly 

truſt, wWe ſhall, with Angels, and Arch- 
angels, and all the company of heaven, 
be called to celebrate the high praiſes of 
their Father and our Father, of their God 


and our Gop; 


Ta 3 FATHER, Sox, _ Hol v | 
Gnos r, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
hanoar, and glory, and hraiſe, n | 
. for ever. 2 AMEN, 
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SAINT LUKE. 


CoLossians IV. 14. 


n, the beloved Aa 


N whatever ks of holy Scripture | 
the Evangeliſt of this day is mentioned, 

had is always ſpoken of in terms expreſſwe 
of the conſtancy of his faith, and the Juſtre 


of his emiable-charafter. He is repreſented 
as cloſely attached to the Apoſtle St. Paul, 


while others, on various pretences, had de- 


ee eee 
ted faithfully attached to his honoured 


nal Tharacker, 4 Well ag ? to his > evange- 
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lical, the Church alludes in her Collect for 
this day's erkice: *She co conſiders him, in- 
deed, under the character of an Evangeliſt, 
or a preacher of the golpel, as, for that 
reaſon, a phyſician of the ſoul; it being un- 
doubtedly true, that for diſcaſes of a ſpiritual 
nature no medicines can be ſa effectual, as 
thoſe of the doctrines and precepts delivered 
in the word of Gop. In applying to him the 
high character given by St. Paul tohisprin- 
cipal fellow · labourer, the brother © 20500 
with & d nls gu bel, Me dsseemine kim 
to be tliat eminent ſervant of Gop, (called 
alſo Silas, or Silvanus,) wWwho was choſen 
by the Churches to travel with che great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, as a diſperiſer of 
the grace which was adminiſtered by them 
boch, to the glory of the ſame 9500p a 
bozwoncy £57 © Prove) 26638 *. A 918 Ar þ:need 
Os 8 the Sue of the 42 Ea | 
ns, (From the K Sth. 26th, and ach Cliapets 
of the / Nas it app evidently, that Silas (or Silyanus) 


was the Luther 6 that — work 3 and it is well 
TT obſerved 


Ws 


0 
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I need ſcarcely obſerve to you, that the: | 
title of Evangeliſt was very ſoon after the 
introduction of Chriſtianity limited to thoſe 


obſerved by a writer, of whoſe learning and ingenuity 
there can be no doubt, though his religious tenets are 
moſt ynhappily erroneous, that Lucas, (that is, Luke,) 
is exactly the ſame abbreviation of Lucanus, a name 
derived from lucus, a grove or wood, that Silas is of 
Silvanus, from _filva,. a word of the ſame ſignification. 
ince, therefore, we find that amongſt thoſe Jewiſh 
riſtians particularly, who were moſt converſant 
amongſt the Greeks and Romans, it was cuſtomary to 
change their original Hebrew names, (withqut doubt, 
the more to familiarize themſelves to thoſe people, as 


Tabitha was exchanged for the Greek word Dorcas, and 


Saul for the Roman name Paulus,) it ſeems clear that” 
the name of the author of theſe hiſtories, which in the 
Hebrew moſt probably. was ſome word of ſimilar im- 
port, viz. belonging to a grove or wood, was tranſlated | 


indifferently by the Roman names Lucanus or Silvanus; 


and he was called by ſome Silas, and by others Lucas, 


as having both the ſame meaning; for many circum- 
ſtances concur to render it highly probable, that the 
Lucas whom St. paul mentions to Timothy in his 


Seoond Epiſtle, as the only perſon who remained with 
bim, is the very ſame as Silas, both which names, if 


re-tranflated-inito the original Hebrew, muſt be exx 
ome (ra ö . * * ** 1 
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four e perſons, who, under the 
inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, wivie, and 
delivered down to poſter 
infallible hiſtory of the life, doctrine, and 
miracles of Jeſus, Chriſt. Their appella- 
tion is derived from the nature of their 
writings; as containing thoſe g/ad lidings 
of pardon and peace, of grace and ſalva- 
tion, which the Son of Gop, the ſubje& 
of their goſpel, eame to deliver to man- 
kind. Theſe four authentic hiſtories (if : 
they may not rather be called one hiſtory, 
recorded by four inſpired writers) form a 1 
very conſiderable part of che New. Tela: 
ment; and, amidſt all the prevailing. hereſies 
in the early ages of the Chriſtian Church, 
they were conſtantly referred to,” as Writ- 


ings of indubitable authority. 2211 


Of the 'facred hiſtorians here- heben * 


of, none enters ſo minutely as the Eyan- 
geliſt St. Luke into the particn lars of aur 
1 t Saviour's ; 
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Saviour's birth, and the miraculous cir- 


*1; III 


opens with an acce 


me Prophets had ſpoken, as of one that 


ould ? be the Meſſenger ſent to prepare 
From this intereſting recital, St. Luke pro- 


declls to the annunciation and promiſe of 
dhe birth of Jeſus Chriſt made by an Angel 


of Gop to the Virgin Mary. He very 


child Ixsus. A ſign is given by the Angel 


to the ſhepherds, by which they might diſ- 


cover and diſtinguiſh/ the Saviour of the. 
world: . Ve ſhall find the Babe wrapped 
in Sc a and lying in a man- 


i 


ger.” But let it not eſcape our, obſerva- 
. 8 tion, 


6 Sk 


nces which preceded it. His hiſtory | 
nt of the extraordinary 


dar pair from Nazareth in Galilee to. 
ethlehem in Judea, with all the various 
nces of the humble birth of the 
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tion, how immediately this abaſement of 
the Son of Man is contraſted by an ac- 
know legement from heaven, that the Hea- 
venly Hoſt themſelves were intereſted in 


this event: for ſuddenly they were heard 


-praifing Gop, and ſaying, Glory to Go 
in the higheſt, and on earth peace; good- 
will towards men *. Thus carefully doth 


this Evangeliſt guard us againſt any falſe 


impfeſſions, which the ſtory of Chriſt 
humiliation might make upon our mihds; 
that ſo our faith in His divinity may re- 


main unſhaken. W hiſt we behold Him 


in ſwaddling-clothes, we at the ſame 
hear the Angels finging their hallelujahs to 
Him: bit He is hing in "_ cog" 


«<1; 


__ 


bY e more ee e amang men, e to the 
"obvious meaning of the words & Speis; and thus 


will the three grand purpoſes and effects of the Chriſ- 


tian Redemption be more fully declared; the laſt of 


which is the eſtabliſhment of univerſal benevolence in 


bows mind of every true n of the * * 
2 5 ö | bo! 
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and points the way to His abode: when 


He is circumciſed, as the ſon of Abraham, 


a name is given Him from heaven, as the 
Son of Go: and, at the laſt, when He is 


expiring on the croſs, the great luminary 


of heaven ſeems to withdraw itſelf, and 
all; nature appears to ſuffer With Him 
4 — — its e VIclriss 1190 02 


this :Evangeliſt's: vnitiungss - WHEY er 


engage a very great portion of our tinge, 

would carry us into a moſt extenſive 
field, of- enquiry 3. IJ ſhall rather, in .confor- 
Mity to my general purpoſe, give, you a 
ſhort, account of their author, and draw 
from it ſuch inſtructions as may properly 
Me derived, How: the lern. of thi 


18 i WESS 


- The . eiten us et St rw uke, or 
Silas, is, that he was borm at Antioch, in 


Syria, 


* n 


FI N 
2 I 


was that of medicine ; a ſcience not held 
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Syria, a city famous for agriculture, com- 


_ diſtinguiſhed as the place, wherein the 


diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt were firſt called 


in very high reputation; for, though its 
object is, of all others, the moſt important 
to our earthly comfort, its erid being che 


preſervation or reſtoration of health, yet it 


(after he flag: ebe his: end) to his 
native city, Antioch, this Evangeliſt is ſup- 


| poſed to have been converted toChriftianity 


by St. Paul; whoſe inſeparable compariion 
he became in his ſufferings for the goſpel; 
attending him in all his dangers; ſharing 


his dungeon; ſupporting and comforting 
him amidſt all his trials, and under all his 


* treatment at Jeruſalem; accom- 
5 panying 


Ws 383 
ing Wil m. Hi petifons voyage t6 
Rome, and leſſening the inonveniences 


6f tis ebntine ment there, by tlie difcharge 
of ev y End Mice, which reſpeck, Att; tach 


ment, and grateful win Protek him 


deere boy ad . 


Where this Evaftgeliſt, after the _ 


of his venerabie maſter St. Paul; preached 
the goſpel of Chriſt, is hot clearly deter- 
mined, for is tlie _ or 7 cee mannet of 
his deatli aſcertained; but it is genere ty 
ſuppoſed, that, about ane eightieth year of 
his age, he was dragged to his mattyrdori 
itt ſome city of Greece (probably Achaia®) 
Wm a Ae ſb unbelievers, who were not 


It was itt a that he committed his 


Goſpel to writing; and not at Alexandria in Egypt, as 
is ſuppoſed by ſome of the Fathers. Dr. Townſon 
proves very ſalisfactorily, that he did not write it in- 
Judea; and deduces a very ingenious argument againſt 


the other bypotheſis, from the method in which this 


Evangeliſt marks the diviſions of time. Diſe. vi. S2. 
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able to endure the wiſdom, and the e 


with which he ſpake. : 


_ Beſides the Goſpel, 1 which i 18 har 
his name, St. Luke alſo. wrote the hiſtory 


of the Acts of the Apoſtles. In compoſing 


the former, he is ſuppoſed to have had 
the aſſiſtance of his beloved c ion 
St. Paul; beſides which, he derived: his 
intelligence, as he; tells us, from thoſe, 


'« who, from the beginning, had been eye- 


witneſſes and miniſters of the word, In 
the latter work, he particularly relates the 


actions and the ſufferings of the chief of the 


Apoſtles, to whom he was a faithful friend 
and aſſiſtant, and in whoſe labours and ſuf- 


ferings he had hinaſelf. ſuchl a eonſiderable 
ſhare. His hiſtory is written in clear and 


perſpicuous language, in, polite. and elegant 


diction, and in a very exact and accurate 


manner. Both the Goſpel of St. Luke, 
and his Acts of of the _ are addreſſed 


to 


* — — 
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to a perſon of rank and conſequence, named 


Theophilus; either becauſe that was his 


real name, or becauſe the perſon to whom 


he writes was, in an eminent degree, a lover 
of God; that being the true interpretation 
of the word Theophilus: Whoever he might 
be, he appears to have made ſome profi- 
ciency in the knowlege of thoſe cred 
truths, concerning which the hiſtoria un- 
dertakes to give him more full and particu- 
lar information. To 'convinoe you that 
theſe were matters of the higheſt import- 
ance, and that they are conveyed in terms 


the moſt perſuaſive and eloquent, I need 


only refer you to the writings of this di- 
vinely- inſpired Evangeliſt: let me there - 


fore earneſtly exhort you to the diligent 


and frequent peruſal of theſe ineſtimable 
pages, which ſet before you“ the bleſſed 
% hope of everlaſting life,” through faith 


in our LotÞ and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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388 ST. LUKE. 

If you are perſuaded, chat the great 
malady of che foul is fin, and if you feel 
in yourſelves, from your | own perſonaf ex- 
perience, that you are ut every moment 


liable to its contagions influence, you will 


repair with eagerneſs to that Phyſician of 
ſouls, by the medicine of whoſe whole- 
ſome dofrines all the diſcafes of your 


ſouks may be healed. From Him you wilt 
learn what courſe to purſue, what reme- 


dies to apply, that your weakneſs" may 
be ftrengthened, and your fpiritual health 
may be eſtabliſhed: you will rejoice in 


thoſe, glad tidings of falvation, which the 


Evangeliſt of this day, in terms fo pecu- 


liarly affecting, publithed to the 'world 
you Will heartily thank and praiſe Go” 


for that ineftimable redemption wrought 
for us by Him, whom St. Luke deſcribes 
in his Goſpel to have been under every 
circumſtance of abafement às a man, al- 
1 2 W though 
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though He 7 a with divine ma- 5 


jeſty, being very, and. eternal Gop. * 


From the conduct of this Evangelit— | 
0m the unalterable attachment which he, | 
ſhewed to St. Paul throughout all his va- 


: ripus ſufferings, - let us learn, chat, as it. 


is, gur A * rejoice With them thar 
98 5 rejoice,” ſo. is it no les. our duty to 
1 © weep with ther that. weep ;”. ' elpecially, 
when their ſorrows are the effect, of their, 
9 5 attachment to the cauſe of Chriſt, 
and His. golpel, .. „Bear ye one another's, 
N ” faith tho Apoſtle, and ſa fulfil 
the law of Chriſt,! yo 10 alleviate the for- 
rows of thoſe around. us, is high point o of 
Chriſtian duty: this is that love which is. 
the fulfilling, of. the law; and it js one gf 
the moſt exalted inſtances. of that love, to 
encourage ſuch as may faffer for rightęouſa 
neſs fake to | perſeverance in well-doing. 


And though, in this highly-privileged coun- 


. try, 
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try, we may not be called to perſonal ſuf. 
ferings for the ſake of religion; yet will 
many opportunities be afforded, to thoſe 
who are Willing to improve chem, of - per- 
forming thoſe” duties of brothetly kindneſs, 


which the neceſſities of our fellow-chriſt- 


ians, in every age, and under various cir- 
cumitances, 'demand. We ſhall never want 
occafions to adminiſter relief and conſo · 
lation, to ſupport "thoſe whom Gop is 
pleaſed to viſit with afflletlon, and by our 
preſence, our counſels, and the offices of 
tender frietditilp, te cheer them in the 
gloomy night of their adverſity, 3 

8 Thus to apply thoſe healing medicines 
Which the goſpel affords, and thus wiſtly 


to adapt them to the diſcaſes of the foul— 


in plainer” terms, thus to affiſt and pray 
for, to echort and encourage our brethren 
"0 perſeverance 3 in enen is a work 
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Now therefore ye are no more ſtrangers and 

' foreigners, but fellow-cltizens with the 

ſaints, and of the houſehold of Gop: and 
are built upon the foundation of the Abo. 
files and Prophets, Feſtus Chrif Hi, imje 4 | 
being the my. corner: one, | 


T is a conſtant ſource of comfort and f 
- ſatisfaQtion to every profeſſor of Chriſ- 
tianity, that the religion which he has em- 
braced is founded on a Rock; that it is not 
an airy ſyſtem, the unſubſtantial produce 
of fancy, prejudice, or enthuſiaſm; but that 
it has its origin in the moſt perfect wiſdom, 
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is eſtabliſhed on the moſt deciſive evidence, 


and is eonfirmed by every mony that any 
matter of fact can with any justice or rea- 


ſon require. The objections of its adver- 
ſaries have been brought forward with all 
the artifice and all the virulence that inve- 
terate malice could ſa egelt: _ thoſe ob- 
jeHions have been fully and ſatisfactorily 
anſwered, in ſuch a manner, as has, con- 


duced. (0 The ſtill greatet honour, and ſtill 


more evident confirmation of the truth of 
The goſpel, than if it had Hover been. ed 


pee hildanagy, 85 Þ 
in qu ION, JUL 2 8 * N | : 


1 £4 4% - Sh 


The Collect for this day, We many 


die of thoſe admitable. prayers, has an 
immediate reference to a: portion of holy 


ol 


Seripture; it is, taken from the; paſſage 


which, I bave juſt; now Tecited, . wherein 
St. Paul animates the faith and hope of 
has. Epheſian converts. He thetein ac · 
knowleges the wiſdom and mercy of Gon, 
ky e who 
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Who hath built His Church upon the ſurs 
and immoveable foundation of the A poſtles 
and Prophets, Tefus Chriſt being Himſelf 
the chief cornerſtone. In this ſpiritual 
building (as Heretofore in the material) 
wells the pteſenee of Jehovah. Here are 
appointed facraments in the place of now 
cancelled ſacrifices; and the bleſſings of 
redemption are commemorated i in the moſt 


ſolemn act of our religion, i ina manner that 


correſponds with thoſe offerings upon the 
altar of Gop, Which foreſhewed the ne- 
ceffity of the one greut oblation, to be of- 
fered by the LAM without blemith, who 
taketh away all our ſins. Of this ſacred 
temple Chriſt is faid to be the chief corner- 
ſtone; the mighty bond of union, the pillar 
ihereon the whole edifice refts, and with- 


dut which 5 it would undvoldably fall to the 


ground; And it is founded on the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, as — of the truths 
a . which 


—— — 2 


* - C - ——= 
. - EL SS - 
— — 2 r r 1 
— * 2 2 . r — — . — 
— —_— —— 363 3 — * —2 - 2 * kak ol | 
\ £ * p = _—- * » WT = i 
LAS Ly * Au. _ r = b 4 Y ERS 1 — 
- a * = 8 
n = * = A 


== — —— „ — .. 
. — Se = oe Ca —— nn ee Ee — 
. —˙ S RnB 2 Pe 1 n n A —— - 
» * 5 
2 = REPS, 


\ 


— — 


— — _- - — 1 — . . 
—— — — — —ä—äöä—— - SAI n E 
ID 5 
i 


n cc 
: ERR ee EE Ce ̃ ͤ³—Uͤ⁰ö—m—F ears ao oe 
5 ' 1 Y _ = 
= FT ” Ku 0 F y 2 Tk. P N 2 % \ ] = 1 Bs 2A X 
s V2 =_ 3 


— B rg -_ 
$ 00 — ee — 


— 


* 
1 
0 
1. 
1 
. 
| 4 
= 
70 


PETIT IF 


8 n 
” s =_ 

r A 

8 1 


. 
==, Pals. 


_ 2 — — S * — 
. Rt oe 
— 
e 
= 2 2 


82 


398 | gr. SIMON AND Sr. Juvpx. 


which they received from above; which 


truths are eſtabliſhed on Chriſt, the baſis 
of that foundation, from which the whole 
divine | ſyſtem originates. The CONCUT- 
rent teſtimonies. of Apoſtles and Prophets, 
ſanctioned and confirmed by the divine 
authority of Chriſt Himſelf, give the ut- 
| moſt. aſſurance to the true believer, that 
his faith is ſtedfaſt and immoveable. He 


knows, that, in embracing the goſpel of 
Chriſt, he hath not been led aſtray by cun- 
ningly-deviſed fables z on the contrary, he 
hath every reaſon to be thoroughly per- 


ſuaded, that the words which he hath read 


aud heard concerning Chriſt Jeſus are in 
very deed the words of Gop. What teſti- 
mony can be more convincing, than that 
given to the Saviour of men, by them that 
were admitted to thoſe myſterious viſions 
and revelations, which, for a time, ſeemed, 


as it were, to open the ſplendour of hea- 


ven 


81. 
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ven to their eyes? Hear the declaration 
of one of theſe eye witneſſes of His humi- 
lation as a man, and of the majeſty of His 
transfiguration as the Son of Go. . He 
received from Gon the Father honour and 


glory, when there came ſuch a voice to 


Him from the excellent glory, THIS 18 


MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL 
PLEASED: and this voice, which came from 


Heaven, we heard, when we were with Him 


in the holy mount. 1570 
But the Divinity of our ie s per- 


fan, and the truth of His miſſion, as the 
Apoſtle adds, do not depend altogether 
upon that which happened on mount Ta- 
bor on the day of His transfiguration. 
„We have alſo, he tells us, a more 
4 ſure word of prophecy ; whereunto. ye 


„ do well: that ye take heed; as unto a 
light rhat ſhineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the ee ariſe in 


your 
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460 Sr. $1Hf0N AN Sr. ups. 
«your hearts? knowing khüs, that no pro- 


4 phecy of the geriptures is of any private 
interpretation; all tend to the gene- 


ral eſtabliſhment of theſe trutlis to which 


they refer; or rather, to Which they lock 


forward: for the prophecy catne not in 
« old time,“ nor indeed at any time, « by 
che will of man, but holy men of Goy 


« ſpake, as they w were' NEE 955 the 


4 Ghoſt.“ 7 


This then is that c ena 
which our Religion ſtands; this is the 


Nock on Which the Church to which we 
belong is built: an uninterrupted chain of 
prophecies exactly fulfilled: a feries of mi- 
racles, many of them public] y performed, 


1 5 and all of them admitted and believed with 


almoſt unanimous conſent: the Divinity of 


jeſus Chriſt, atteſted and confirmed by a 


voice from heaven, and afferted and de- 
elated beyond all poffibility of doubt by 
Way ** His 


s SIMON AND sr. JUDE. 401 
His reſurręction from the dead: Hs, doc... 


trines eſtabliſhed by. the teſtimony , of His 
Apoſtles, x plain, ſincere, unprejudiced men, 
the conſtant. companions and confidential 
friends of, the Saviour of. the world. They 
bad been from the beginning eye · witneſſes 
of their Maſter” 8 labours; they had re- 
ceived His heavenly ; inſtructions; 8 He had 
gradually poured the treaſures of ſpiritual 
knowlege.. into their minds; and the de- 
ſcent. of the Holy Ghoſt had fully im- 
parted to them all that was neceſſary, all 
that was poſſible for them to know. Theſe: 


forth,. ambaſſadors f for. Chriſt ; they went 
forth and preached every where, the Loxp 
working with them, and confirming the 


| word. with. fi igns. following. Theſe men, 
with death in its moſt horrible forms be- 


fore their eyes, concurred i in declaring their 


firm dealt that He, whom the Jews cru- 
N eißed 


gen, — qualified for their taſk, went 
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cified” and flew, was' no other tin ks 
eternal Son of Gov, who came down from. 
heaven, and aſſumed our nature, not only 
that He might teach us His true religion, 
but that He might offer Him ſelf a facri- 
fice, 'and make an atonement for .our fins. 
Theſe venerable witneſſes declared, at the 
peril of their lives , nay, they actually 
loft their lives by perſi ſting to declare, that 
they faw the deaf reſtored to the ſenſe of 


hearing, the blind to their fight, the lame 


to the uſe of their limbs, and even' the 
dead to life, i in obedience to Chriſt's s al- 
mighty and irreſiſtible command. They 
declared that they faw their Lokp, who 


had Hick (dominion over: death and the 


grave, voluntarily yield Himfelf up to the 
power of death; but, at the time foretold 
* Himſelf. Beins its bonds, and Filing 
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ſe Dr. Paley n the Eridence of ths Chviſia 
Religion. | 
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continuance of forty days, to the moment 


of His aſcenſion, giving His diſciples every 


proof of which they were capable, that He 


they had ſeen put to death by the invete= 
rate malice of the Jews, and the unpardon- 
ebe conceſſion of the Ro- 
2 governor ; who determined to releaſe 
a, tbr; "and to deliver 4 efus to be 
cracified. --Qn this foundation our religion 
ſtands; and the gates of hell will never 
prevail againſt it. 5 J 
But it is time for me now, in compli- 
ance wth: my original deſi ign in this work, 
ſome ſhort account of theſe two 

] har | ions for the. faith, which 

our Church calls upon us jointly to com- 
memorate this day: and therefore, I pre- 
Es jointly commemorated, becauſe an- 
D a 2 Dian 
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alſo from” his being ſtiled the Canaanite, 


the Church of Jeruſalem, and ſuffered" martyrdom" in 


| <6miniemoration of _ TO in ons ſeſtival. an 
14115 ; 45 7 2 . © 


To. * Baronius, inextions_ his 1 8 with 
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ut tradition” bath handed down ſome 
count of their having both of them on 
the ſame day exchanged a ſtate of fuffer- 
mo ing for a ſtate of glory *. ir . 
Ot the fuld b theſe, St. Simon, we re- | 
oeivè but little information from thie goſpel; 
except that from his name, the Zeuloi, and 


1 


* 


which has wei neee hig place to 


1 & * - 
„ . ne 2 OS: "8. WP; FE * 
ale it nne A hre x. 


ſome doubt of its authenticity i in point of fact. Care 
bl de taken not t6-eupfound 'the Apöſtle Be, Sirhon 


with. a ſun of Cleophas of the ſame name, who ſuc- 
ceeded St. James the Juft in the ſuperintendance of 


che 10th year of his age, in the perſeeution aader 
Trajan. . 
I know not for int telle the Hlafon has. met 
with ſo little countenance, which ſtates that dt. Simon tt 
and St, Jude were brethren, and both ſons of Joſeph | 
by a former marriage. ** Are not his brethren James, | 
and Joſes, and Siuox, and Jupas?” (Matt. xiii. 55.) fle 
This circumſtance, if admitted, would at once point 
out the propriety, with which the Church has united 55 


% ĩ Ee ing fy TOO 
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ſignify zeal and activity, we are led to con- 
elude, that the temper of this Apoſtle was 


warm and ardent, zealous and impaſſioned 
in advancing the interefts, and 5 ; 
promote the ſuceeſs, of the goſpel. _ 

6 After the miraculous effuſion of 55 
Holy Ghoſt upon the diſciples, on the day 
of Pentecoſt, hen they were qualified for 


| the exerciſe of their miniſtry, he remained, 


as we may preſume, at Jeruſalem, till, for 
the more wide diſſemination of the faith, the 


Apoſtles of Chriſt were diſperſed through, 
out the world, and, as ſome imagine, went 


even to the utmoſt extremities of Europg. 
Thus were tyrants and perſeeutors inſtru- 
ments in the hands of the Almighty for 


the advancement of His facred truth, till, 
in ſpite of the oppoſition of the world, the. 
fleſh, and, the, devil, the Chriſtian Church 
wasfirmly eſtabliſhed, and became the holy 


and venerable edifice which we now behold. 
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Wherever the Apoſtles went; the religion 
which they taught triumphed over every 
obſtacle; and their Lord, their faith, their 
baptiſm, became known to diſtant re- 
gions became known to our ſavage and 
| batbarvus anceſtors; Who, if any credit is 
to be given to ancient tradition, owe the 
light of goſpel- truth to one uf the holy 
Apoſtles whom the Church gratefully eom · 
memorates this day. It is recorded, on 
authority which there is every reaſon to 
conſider as authentie, that St. Simon, in 
the proſecution of his pious labours, eame 
into this our iſland, then a land of darkneſs 
_ the ſhadow of death *; and that, after 


* The 1 Biſhop Taylor, i in his $/ 
 Chriftiane, cites the various teſtimonies in ſupport ol 
this aſſertion, and the opinions of learned men on the 
ſubject. The following paſſage from the Greek Meno- 
. logies i is very remarkable Tech * * BPEKT ANI A 
Yyevouevory, rai ND To Moyo! 75 rlayyehis Gullthas 525 
vd rigen ee bet, Men. Gr. ad diem 
| 10 i. 
Wer, 2 6 . Ton- 


8 


conſiderable ſucceſs in the work of his 
miniſtry, he fell a ſacrifice to that zeal, 


which, to the lateſt moment, he mani” 


felted in the cauſe of his Bleſſed, Maſter, / 5 


But on this point it is impoſſible to ſpeak - 
with any degree. of certainty ; for darknels 


and impenetrable obſcurity veil thoſe great, 


and glorious actions, from which ſuch be- 


neficial conſequences were derived to man · 


kind. Far different were the rewards which 


the bleſſed Apoſtles propoſed to theraſelyes, 
by their exertions, from thoſe w hich reſult 


from the approbation and applauſe of the 


world, or from the moſt flattering diſtinc- 


tion, which the page of hiſtory could con · 


fer on them, Their works followed them 
to, thoſe regions of . bleſſedneſs whither 
themſelves are gone: there they are had in 
everlaſtin g remembrance—and though we 


„ ho are of yeſterday, and know NO» 
thing,” cannot record — of which 
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— 


we now feel the beneficial conſequences, a 


day is coming, when all that they have done 


ſhall be no longer buried in forgetfulneſs: 


their works of faith and labours of love 


ſhall be recorded before men and Angels, 


4 and then ſhall "Oy man have: ning 


of Gon.” 
- Of the other Apoſtle of this iu St. 
Julie; we know ſomething more. He calls 


| himſelf (and he is called of others) the bro- 
ther of James, and he was probably the 
| ſon of Joſeph. Two other names are like- 


wiſe aſſigned him, Lebbæus, and Thad- 


dæus *, the one expreſſive of his prudence, 
the other of his piety. He is frequently 
mentioned in the Goſpel in common with 


his holy brethren, and more particularly 
ok St. Jobn, on account of the n 


* This bd. (as wel as "ahi ie o 


Cephas, Barnabas, Didymus, &r. &c.) tends to con- 


firm the comjecture, that St. Bartholomew and St. Luke, 


as we have intimated, were known by the N 


names of Nathanael and Sitas, See PP: 328, 37 
propoſed 
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propoſed by him to our Loxp before His 


paſſion, as to the nature of that manifeſta+ 


tion, which ſhould be made to the choſen 


_ ſervants. of Chriſt, and not to the world. 


He left behind him a Catholic Epiſtle, 


inſcribed at large to the whole body of 
Chriſtians ; wherein he exhorts them ear- 
neſtly to contend for the faith once deli- 
vered to the ſaints; that faith which is ſo 


eſtabliſhed and confirmed, as to be worthy 


of the moſt ſtrenuous ſupport, and is capa- 
ble of affording to its profeſſors the moſt 
ſure ground of ſucceſs, whenever they are 

called upon to vindicate the truth and au- 
thority of their religion. We find him, in this 
Epiſtle, exhorting us to reſiſt, with all our 


power, the errors and miſchievous tenets of 


ſuch as Os or — OY the work; | 


2 He had eds] in view 2 5 th — prin- 


Teiplas, and the flagitious practices of the Gnoſtict, e 


-followers of Simon Magus, and the earlieſt abette 
3 man hereſy in the Church. 


$10 sT. SIMON AND sr. JUDE: - 


preſcribing, at the ſame time, that charity 
for their perſons, which is an eſſential cha- 
rater, and an infallible token of true re · 
gion: he directs us to fave them, though 
it be by plucking them, as it were, out of 
the Gre, into which their pride and im- 
ty, _—_ 2 LI to the auth 
DC - this Martyr's FF 
PE to have been a Perſian province, 
goſpel with great ſucceſs ; but having en- 
feavoured to withdraw the minds of his 
heaters from the ſuperſtitious ceremonies 
of their idolatrous prieſts, he at length 
experietced their vindictive reſentment, 
The improvement which we are Ter. 
Anired to make of this RAO is to bo 
2enlouſly alfoRed in de cauſe of our re- 


. „„ "gion 
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gion; frequently to meditate both on its 
external evidence of miracles and prophe - 


cies, and on its internal evidence of moſt 


conſummate holineſs and excellence: to 


| Rand forward, on all proper occaſions, with 
| fervent zeal" to defend that goſpel, for 


which ſaints and martyrs ſo chearfully ſhed 
their blood: heartily to join in that cha- 
ritable prayer, which our excellent Liturgy 


directs us to offer unto Gop; . that all who 


profels and call themſelves Chriſtiar 

hold the faith in unity of ſpirit, in the bond 
of . and in righteouſneſs of liſe : not, 
under a falſe pretence of zeal, to 
every ſpark of Chriſtian love ; nor to pro- 
mote what is really good by unlawful or 


unwarrantable means; not to lay too great 
a ſtreſs on the outward circumſtantials of 


religion, and yet highly to reverence the 


appointed ordinances of Chriſt, 'as the beſt 


$: S t | | | of i tel | al and genui e piety, 


TU 
* _*% 


— 


— - — 5 * — 
* : * r. = - — 2 — 
— — or bo Rb Io 


__—y - p - — 5 — — — — 
. — Cy — © E- — Sv == - 
1 — . 2 2 —— 74 — 
. — —˙ —w—— — => 
1 - - 


oy yo nga — mg 
— 


— 0" 
PIES 
8 


— 
Sn 


— ne ue 7 AA A re ine nr meh 


_ * 
; WJ A IRE 
1 
by e 
"4 K 4 


r I I ne ons 


| 1 ü 1 — 
* —_— SC, „ 
. ˙¹—ᷣ—ᷣ — t. r ⁰ W 5 
8 . * 
I ors: 


— 
J 2 
1 


I 


418. en AND sr. JUDE. 


| W. emuſt remember, that even truth itſelf 


is not to be proſecuted at the expence of 
Chriſtian meekneſs and charity: and that, 


(for our ſakes no doubt, ) our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's rebuke of His diſciples was record- 


ed, who, with well · meant, but injudicious, 
zeal for the honour of their Maſter, were 
deſirous of the power of calling down fire 
from heaven on His enemies when He 


tells them, that they knew not what was 
the truc ſpirit of the goſpel which Ile 
taught; and that the Son of Man came, 
nat to deſtroy men's lives, but to ave 


them £5; 

ITbis is the great PPS: of His abel this 
was the temper aud diſpoſition of its divine 
Author; this Was the leſſon taught to the 


firſt; profeſſors of Chriſtianity; whoſe zeal 


Mus tempered with meekneſs; ©, the law 
of kindneſs was in their lips,“ "whilſt the 
de erat; * ihe love was kindled in their 
n Xe hearts 2 


ST. SIMON AND sr. JUDE. 413 
hearts: to the errors of mankind they op- 
poſed undaunted firmneſs; but they pre- 


{cribed and practiſed that univerſal charity 


towards all men, which diſtinguiſhed the 


character of their Bleſſed Maſter, and 


which will be an undeniable teſt of the 
principles of His faithful ſervants even 
unto the end of the world. 

« By this ſhall all men know that ye 
are my diſciples, if ye have love one to- 


„% Wards another.“ gh 


© Now 70 Gop, the FATHER, the Sox, and 
tie HoLy Guosr, be all honour and glory, 
adoration and firaiſe, for ever and ever. 
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— is the fatience OM the Faint : 8 here | 0 
wy they that keep: the commandments : | 
Go, and the faith of Feſus." And I 2 
 feard a voice from heaven, ſaying unio „ 


— 


— 


me, * Write, Bleſſed are the dead which | 4 


"te in the Lozp From hencefort 4; bl 
„ 'Yea," "faith the Spirit, 06 bal they | it 


May ref Jr Heir Iabours.” 2 5 a wo 
Un Church, which has called . i 
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ERS — oo 


us to commemorate individually the 
heroic: piety of -many holy 3 perſons, -who | 
boldly ene death, in confirmation 4 
of the goſpel; now directs us to conſider, 5 f 
in one view, the triumphant faith and „„ 1 
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ligious fortitude diſplayed by all the Saints 
who laid down their Rves for the truth: 
we praiſe God for his mercy to every one 
of His ſervants, whem He was pleafed ſo 


to ſtrengthen and ſupport, as to enable 


them ts perſiſt, undifmayed, in theibprofel- 
ſion of the true faith. Of theſe ſpeaketh 


the Holy Ghoſt to the diſciple whom Jeſus 


loved, in the words. which I offer to your 


meditation this day. The * are indecd i in 


ſome meaſure familiar to your ears, as 
forming a part of one of the moſt. folemn 


. ſervices of, our religion. ; Often, with this 
voice from heaven,” does the miniſter of 


the goſpel pour balm into the wounded 
ſpirit, aud direct the afflicted to the foun- 


tain of everlaſting comfort. But they ate 
 adt«confated7to'the houſe of mourning: 
they not only turn out ſorrow into joy; but 
they render qur joy more joyful. I have 


therefor e ſelected them for your © 


-” 
— 
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tion, at the ſraſon when we commemorate 


the bleſſed cohſequences of the · labours and 


life and in death btoughit victory and glory 


to the truth, and by means of wWwhom the 


ſound of the goſpel went out into all lands, 


and its words unto the ends of the world. 


Our thankfulneſs is indeed molt; powers 
fully excited an this feſtival, Wherean the- 
examples of all chat are gont before us in 
be feilr, and love, and fav uf ND, a 


exhibited | to us by way of ;encdiariigement 
to engage in the fame. ſpiritual Watfare, 


to run the ſame ſpiritual eourſe, having 


8 A benen Which che lame 


Lon and Righteous Judge, whom they 


ſerved, will give: to us alp in * 


His glorious appearin gg. 
The Collect for this day: dat 


conſider that myſtical union, which it hath 
00 Pleaſed 
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which is there ſtiled the Body of Chriſt, 


which all whe are baptized in His name 


are the members. This communion and 
| fellowſhip we are required, as we regard 


the favour of Gon, ftudiouſly to maintain, 


and ir iolably to preſer rve's | that o there 
may be no ſchiſm in the body. Gon is 


faithful,” faith the Apoſtle, (by whom ye 
were called unto the fellowſhip of His Son 
diately adde, .. I beſeech you, brethrer 


ve all. peat the fame thing; that is, that 
fels the ſame faith; that fo there may be no 


ye may be perfectly joined together in the 


fame mind and in the ſame judgment. 


pt! JL AO H ent 3001 I need 


4 as $4 13 g "4 
Linse «£2 


v 


CP 


ALL SAINTS. way 
earneſt exhortation of the Apoſtle Was 
| occaſioned by thoſe diſputes an d conten- 


tions, which aroſe very early in the Chriſ- 


tian Church: and which, in a- gr Eater or : 

a leſs degree, have never ceaſed to diſturb 

5 or interrupt its peace to the preſent hour. 
And from his manner of expreſſing himſelf 
on this ſubject, we may readily infer the 
; great importance of the duty enjoined: 
x I beſeech you, that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation where witli ye are called, with 
hay RE and meekneſs, with long-ſuf- 
aring one another in love; en- 

arb to keep the unity of the ſpitit 


* 


and one ſpirit, even as ye are called in one 


one baptiſmn; one Gop and Father of all, 


8 * | E e 3 who 


— — 
——— — 


— 
2 


in the bond of peace; to which he adds 
the ground on which this union is ſo for- 
.cibly recommended % There is one body, 


hope of your es 8 Hung 3 $2 one Lonxp, one faith, | 
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„ If 1s. 
who is above all, and e 1 ooh in 


you an 20335 
- Having thus eſtbliſhea His Church on 


che firm baſis: of "univerſal charity, and 


peaeeful commutiion/ between its ſeveral 
members, Chriſt hath left no means un- 
employed -* for! the nerfacting the ſaints, 
for the work of the miniſtry, for the edi 
Fying of His myſtical body. Accordingly 
He gave ſome, Apoſtles ; and ſore, 
Prophets; and ſome, Evangeliſts; and 


fome; Paſtors: and Teachers ; that they 


might carry on with united zeal the great 


work of ſalvation in which they were em- 


ployed, * tilł we all come in the unity of 


the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 


of Go, unto à perfect man, unto the 
meaſure of the ſtature of the Giineſs 908 

«Chri f 3 "pi wy #* 2 8 bo 979” 171 757 2 

tf „Nos if we Voſgn to is abge ws 


29 neſs which the bleſſed Saints now enjoy , 
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Snot e Bens: c be 


of acquiring true firmneſs and reſoluti ro 


of mind, muft propoſe to our imitation the 
examples of thoſe holy men gone befare 
us, who, in thieir reſpective ages, and un: 


der a great variety of circumſtances, have 


given remarkable teſtimonies of their faih 
in Gop, and of their conſtant adherence 
to the truth of the goſpeL With this view 
it is, that at certain times are brought for- 
ward to our obſervation the conſpicuous 


virtues of thoſe heroes of Chriſtianity, who 


,-or were ready to ſeal, their teſti- 
Saviour in His path of fufferi ugs, towards 
that erownñ of glory; which He died 15 
bot for them. ger 

ie time would fait the, Were 1 0 at- 
tetnpt to ehüttletate the inrftünecs, which 
preſent thbmſeives to our View, of thoſe 
. 1e 4 Saints 


ir blood; and who followed their 
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a ALL SAINTS. 
Saints of Gop, who ſuffered the greateſt 
Indignities in the beſt of cauſes, the worſt 


of. torments for the nobleſt crown- They | 
Rad trial o cruel mockings and ſcourgings; 
yea, moreover, 7 bonds and rmferiſouments : 


they were floned, they waere loaded with 


darts,” they were pierced with ears, they 
were faſtened to tlie oroſa, they were be- 
headed; in a word, they were treated with 
ſpecies of inhumanity, that the moſt 


ingenious. malice cayld-znvent; yet, under 


all theſe ſufferings, they were animated 
and ſupported, ſo as chearfully to undergo 
Whatever the good Providence of Gop ſaw | 


fit, in order 10 render them eminent in- 


ſtruments of advancing the honour of His 
goſpel, and ey: e af His 
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the lame time their S. He 124 thor 
tion; vue! He told them alſo. to be of good 
He held out to their enraptured view the 
bright proſpect of eternal felicity fore - 


ſhewed to them, that they ſhould be kings 


and prieſts unto God, and ſhould reign for 
ever and ever: that they ſhould inherit a 


kingdom, which never ſhould be moved, 


eternal in the heavens. He bade them 


*, be faithful unto death, T and gave chem 
aſſurance of the crown of life; a crown 


intermixed with its jewels. He protniſtd 
them pleaſures, pure, ſpiritual, intellectual, 
and unallayed ; adequate to their uttnoſt 


capacity of enjoyment; and worthy of | their 


moſt refined affections. -He:promiſed then 
aſurg in heaven, ned | 1 abe 


differing entirely from the brilliant object o 10 
worldly ambition, which has ſo miny'thortis 5 
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pearl of ineſtimable price, worthy of theit 
utmoſt exertions to obtain, -and- purchaſed 
N which alone was equal to its va- 


lue, the preci 
He abet an hems with fe e ef filth 
to behold Gop: aſſuring them, that they 
ent glory: that they- ſhould-be admitted 


into His preſence, with whom is the ful- 
neſs of joy; and ſhould paſs a bliſsful eter- 


nity in the bleſſed ſociety of Angels, and 


with the Spirits of the juſt made perfedt, 


9 ekt the great wg 
Gos over All. 8 op * * „itte 4 EE. bY 


forms à principal part of the ſubjeR of that 


_ hand ure the n Holies 


e 


us blood of the Lamb of Gop. 


e happineſs of theſe ey Saints - 


r, 
rehited unto blood, are ſeen fitting on the 
throne of Him who likewiſe overcame, 


and is Himſelf. ſeated on the throne of 


His almighty Father. 

Animated by theſe hopes, the bleſſed 
1 all the tortures which the 
ingenuity of evil men, or the malice of 
evil ſpirits could deviſe. Myriads of pious 


and eminent Chriſtians fell by the ſword 


er the nen Winne Ln Nor 
9 which they preached, 


all theſe diſcouragements ; and the vine- 


yard which the Lon had planted, ding 
watered with the of theſe His ſer- 


vants, brought forth frat unto life eternal. 


and : ſent to teach others the fame, they 
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Nancy roſe ſuperior to all oppoſition. The 

enemy of man's ſalvation laboured with 
the utmoſt aſſiduity, to ſtifle; in the earlieſt 


period of its diſſemination, à doctrine, the 


tendency of which was to bruiſe the ſer- 
pent's head, to deſtroy the body of ſin, 
and to overcome the powers of darkneſs. 
Therefore were Prieſts, and Phariſees, and 
Emperors, exaſperated againſt theſe holy 
and harmleſs 1 ſouls, whoſe lives were un- 
ſullied, whoſe deportment was peaceable, 
and whoſe unbounded charity led them 


not only to love one another as brethren, 


but earneſtly to deſire that their very per- 


knowledge of the truth. Meanwhile the 


- Almighty, who knew that the 'adverſary 
. would be! foiled by the very b 
was forging ſuffered him to try What was 
9 of the /ſaints"—what! ns 
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ments arid walked" in the faith of Jeſus, 
Thus did it pleaſe Gop to ſhew the won · 


derful power of His grace, and to diſpoſe 
all things for the welfare of His Chufch, 


did the mercy and the wiſdom of GOD 


overcome the malice and the ſubtlety of 


thoſe who oppoſed the promulgation of the 


goſpel. And the bleſſed Saints, animated 
by the hope of glory, beholding the pro- 
miſed reward ſo ſtrongly preſented to the 
eye of their faith, ſaw the glory of Gop, 
and Jeſus ſtanding at the right hand of 
Gop. They ſuffered for the ſake: of their 
religion they ſuffered. readily they ſuf- 


fered; patiently they ſuffered, joyfully 


they prayed for this, een e they 
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If we, in'theſe days of comparative peace 


God' fuch | a :facrifice as this, in ſupport 
of His ſacred truth, ſtill let us live the 
life, though we die not the death of mar- 
tyrs. Let us devote ourſelves to the ſervice 
of true religion; let · us be ſtedfaſt in the 


all, let us throw ourſelves into the arms 
of Jeſus Chriſt for forgiveneſs of our fins, and 


the acceptance of our imperfect ſervices. 


Let us remember, that the bleſſed Saints 


care, with zeal and vigilancey with fear and 


aven is not now more cafily 
to be obtained, than it was in the earlier 
ages of Chriſtianity. Let us refleft; how 
much the ſervants of Gov then laboured, 


and let us ſtrictly examine into che ſtate 
| Fe gs of 


1 


of our o.]n fouls, Whether they did 280 
much to attain eternal felicity, or We do 
ton little, each man's conſcience, if heut - 
tend to its dictates, Will beſt inform hin. 


Be it then Gur eſpecial; care not to be 
aſhamed of that goſpel for which the Saints 


were. contented. to ſhed their blog 


us be conſtant and unifarm in our profeſ- 


fon; of the truth. And if we thould at any 
time be called on to:undergs-perſecutiany 


or reproach, or any diſtreſs, on account, of 


pray for thoſe that deſpitefully uſe. us, re- 
joieing that we are aceounted worthy thus 


Let us keep it ever imprinted on our 


| ral ce, .of; how: mall eſtimation is 
ds and human pleaſure: in the 


fight of Gov," when thoſe, whom: He beſt 
loved, and for whom. the brighteſt crown 


was preparing, endured ſuch afflictions as 
ra Six 4 ws 75 were 
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were ſuſtained by thoſe, who are with their 

Lon and Maſter in His paradiſe *. | 
Buch honour- have all His Saints —ſo 
precious inthe ſight of the Loxp were their 
ves and their deaths: and now are they 
ecrowned, and receive palms from the Son 
ce; — were not aſhamed: to 
But, above all, _ art d 0 Lon 


ne honour is without 
end, and thy . from generation to ge- 
neration. The inhabitants of the heavenly 
Jeruſalem--the generalafſembly and Church 
of the firſt-born- which are written in hea- 
ven the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect 
the glorious company of the Apoſtles—the 
goodly fellow ſhip of the —— no- 
ble army of Martyrs praiſe Thee! 

5 Now to Gop the Farnxx, &c. bY 
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EHE placing the Diſcourſe: on Trinity 
Sunday a little out of its courſe, via. at ie 
beginning inſtead of the end of the Moveabe 
Feſtivals, ſcarcely flands in need of an afio- I 


logy e there is a ſeeming propriety in con- 


necting with that goodly fellowſhiſr, that noble 
army of Chriftian heroes, the great object of ; 


their invincible faith, the Holy, Bleſſed, and * 


Glorious TRINITY. 


Their belief i in this dachte was the 20% 55 
of their joy, their hohe, and their conſtancy. 
They lived and died in the full perſuaſion, - 


that Gop the FATHER called them to their 
reſſiective trials; that Gop the SON would 
accefit and reward their Hier ſeverance in el. 
lowing His ſtehs; and that Gor the Hox xv 


GruosT would comfort them under all their 
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2 Tit, and wrought conviction and converſion, 


2 | all. glorivus BIN they dedicated themſelves, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


fu 8 and render them u over 

death, lougſi armad with all (its terrors. 
1 Thus ſuſiſorted, they marched on with that 
confidence which confounded their adverſa- 


LE 


r 


| even on tha executioners of thoſe" ſanguimary 
| deorees which'aimed:at. their lives. To this 


E their ſouls 'and\bodtes, efteemmg.nothing dear 


TRINITY 


Wh HxnnE ws X. 38, 39- 


Now, 56 the Juft ſhall live by faith? a but if 
_ any, man draw back, my ſoul Mall have, 
10 fleaſure in him. But we are not. of 
lem who. draw back, unto lerdition; ; but, 


1 of them that. Hur, to the  ſeving of the, | 


Jew 


' 7 Har * the juſt ſhall bs by faith? 1 


A is the language both of the. Old and, | 
Ne Teflament; as is evident to, all that 


| are duly, converſant with the facred, writ- 
| ings. The Prophet Habakkuk, to whom 


the words now read to you haye a reference, - 
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humility of the true believer, and the pride 
of him wht! refaſeth” to yield Ys? aſſent to 
the oracles of God. Behold, his ſoul, which 
15 J ifted 4, is not upright im him; but—the 
Juſt ' ſhall live by his faith. The Apoſtle 


oppoſes a juſtifyiug faith; to the works of 


* 


in the fight of Gov. I hardly need ob- 
ſerve to you, how wretchedly this doctrine 
of faith, as diſtin 1guiſhed from works, hath 
been ' miſunderſtood and miſinterpreted. 
Some well-meaning,” but miſtaken, Chriſ- 
an: finding the Apoſtle aſſert, that a man 

is Juſtifed by faith without works, have 
conceived,” that obedience, Which is the | 


the law, which, he fays, cannot juſtify 


1 Trl lit of faith, is net neceſſity to falvation : 


nit aware, that St. Paul Is ſpeaking only 
' of the works of the Mofnic dw; of ritual 
bſervances, on Which too great ſtreſs was 
aid by thoſe' Chriſtians, Who were 'newly 
e from J udaiſtn to a belief of the 


beg goſpel. 


\ 
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goſpel: To 7heſe it is that he ſays, à man 
is juſtified! by a lively and effectual faith, 
productive of holineſs in his heart and life; 
and not by thoſe ceremonial rites,” the ne- 
oeſſity for which had now — on ts heir 


. 


reception of Chriſtianitiy. ) | 


The Feſtival, at which we are now ar- 
rived, neceſſarily directs our thoughts to 


that great and fundamental article of our 


Religion, in Which the true nature and 
concerned In the different periods of the 


year, we conſider the wonders of infinite 


power and wiſdom in Gop the Father; ; 


the mercies of redeeming love in Gov! 


the Sox; and the ſanctifying influences of 


divine grace and comfort in Gov the Holy | 


Ghoſt. On this ſolemn Feſtival, which 
virtually comprehends all tlie reſt, we pro- 
leſs our belief, that theſe three Perſons, are 


One Gon; — «in this Trinity none is 5 
bien, 2 1 before 
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baloges or -after the ar none is me 


3 eee 0 na in yo 
co-equal; and therekore, that, in all things, 
at, all times, and, on all occaſions, the Unity, 
of Nature in a Trinity of Perſons, and the 
Trinity of Perſons in an Unity of Nature. 
is to be, worſhipped:” The humble; Chriſ- 
tian is contented to receive this myſtery on 
the authority of the word of Gon; With 
out preſuming to explain, what is neither, 
neceſſary nor poſſible to be fully compre- 
hended; by a finite, capacity." Lie knows, 
myſteries, as through à glaſs, darkly; or, 
as, the originial Word expreſſes it a in an 
ænigma, from which a certain POE 
nſcparable: | He knows, 
that we are: at. pieſabt in a ſtate of in- 
fancy, compared with chat perfection, to- 
27 Atte 5 1 Cor. xii. 12. 
ated f wards 
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wards which we are, or ſhould, be, ads, 
vancing: : that we now ſpeak On theſe ſubs. 


that we underſtand them partially, as chil- 


dren s: that we think. of them imper fect 


ly; as children: that divine and heavenly; 
things we know only in part; that of fu- 
ture events, Which are in the hands and at 
the diſpoſal of Gon, we can propheſy only 
in part: but we wait with patience for that 


hour, when that which is perfect ſhall come 
within the reach of our perception, and 


when that which is known, only: in part, 
ſhall be fully revealed; when we ſhall ſee; 
the glory of the Almig 


ourſelves alſo: are, known. In the mean 


** — r ann n 


. When we Gabs eder . 
— Vhichis N. Wr but 


ſhall 


lime and myſterious ſubjects, as children 3 | 


my, as it were, tage: 
to face; and ſfall know Him, even av:we, | 
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ſhalt if Bi As HE 75} which i is « _ 
glory of that glory.“ 


Til is che n ee had: 
Chriſtian, who accepts with implieit re- 
verence the revelation of Go concerning 
Himſelf; and preſumes not to bring to 
the ſtandard of his fallible reaſon thoſe 
myſterious truths, which are the objects of 
faith, but not of unprofitable diſquiſition. 

But it has been ſaid, with an air of le- 
vity, and an affectation of wit, ill ſuited 
to the importance of the ſubject, by an 
excellent poet, but a miſerable divine, that 
to contend” about modes of faith, is an ar- 


gument of ſenſeleſs bigotry : iat his, faiili 


cannot he wrong, whoſe life is in tlie r1ght. 


pride, the preſumption, and the indolence 

of mans his pride, which reſuſes to bow 
don itſelf to the revelation of Gop; his 
N ne which induces him to lock 


into 


diſtinctions ſhould be made on accoun 
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into the ark of Gov) with a profane and 
idle curioſity; and to pronounce deciſively 
upon ſubjects far j aboy 0 the reach of his 
boaſted reaſon ; and his indolence, which 
will not ſuffer him to {earch the Scriptures, 
and thoroughly to inform himſelf, whether 
- that which he is required to believe is, or 
14s not; the plain, cbnſiſtent, and obvious 
fenſe of thoſe Scriptures. It would have 
been much nearer the truth to have fahl, 
that kms liſe cannot be riglit, whoſe; faith: is 
gen wrong: and therefore we cannot 

without mueh ſorrow hear it aſſerted, that 
Ae dels, of faith, (Which are ſoftened irfto 


nter f; peculution and mene opinion,) 


ſhould be had, no civil 
of 
n; no interference whatſoever of au- 


-thority Ihould take place- A att Leber- ONS 
#22 I fich be the foundation, def Wh 


practice is the ſuperſtructure, it. is needleſs 


9 . * x ; * 
r N ? 
ont | a>; to 
, * 4 


* Ll \ * 7 "Ts 
F Þ os < * ——— — 1 a 
- 9 * 


n 
— L. 


c 
939 np 


ea oa 9 


446 TRINITY SUNDAY. 
to ſay, that where the foundation is is faulty 
and treacherous; all that is raiſed upon it, 
muſt of neceſſſty be unſtable, and become 
the ſport oi every wind and tempeſt. The 
true believer contends not about this or 
that mode of faith; as did the Gentiles, Who 
had gods many, and lords many; - for he 
knows of no faith but one the faith for 
which he cbntends, is that once delivered 
to the faints; and for this he defires car- 
neſtiy to contend, and to tranſtmit it, as far 
as his influence extends, pure and undefiled 


? 
* 
+. 


4 


95 to future r generations. He knows, that 


hout that faith, the ob- 
of which is the One ply true Gus, 
dere i. ve other Gop, it 1. impoſſible 10 
. 
8 he 


rar bur. 447 
Atous to die. Tle does not coffound an 
"article of faith with a matter of opinion, 
that he may treat them both with equal 
ihdifference: he conſiders faith to be tlie 


Elkt of Cob, and he humbly and earneſtty 


Addreſſtth himſelf to Heaven for a gift ſo 
valuable, ſo important to his acceptance 
With his Maker. He joins With fervency 


in that prayer, Which we have all of us 
"Preſented this day before the throne 'of 


"grace, that Gon would "Reap * him enen, 
"3 this' fuiiſß; and would not expoſe lim 
to the danger of being toſſed to and fro on 
che Wabes of ſcepticiſm and ettor. He 
Tra 70 de defended from all adverſity, 
nd more ininicdiate y fron mt calltmity 
ith Walde alex! other, a calamity not 
to be either en or coriceived, "hs a | 
pleaſurs of Ob £0 hd 
The Apoſtle,%in pagers. 
cares, , ahh. nun ii duft fm che | 
* / 


. 
profeſſion. 0 of that faith, hy which, the juſt 
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ſhall live, my ſoul ſeal, Have no fileafure, in 


him. "Be. could have no ſatisfaction in one 


whom he beheld depar ting from the truth; 


8 becauſe he could not but ſee that he wWas 
Ss. under. the SHAH, of Hewes | 


$4 + + ++ 


the. Mercy and, hy 5 Dom OY ore. — 
of them who ) draw back u unto  perdition ; 3 but. 


. ii that Peliguey, t to the ſaving of . . 


Da not as the ſeed ſonm amon 
pz „we ate not of the number 


f 8 — having. for. A time, riſen ſu- 
SFerior to earhj prejudices and delufions, and 


_baying embraged the doQrines of truth, do, 
in i MY of, perſecution, fall AWAY. from the 
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ate in the way of ſuch, as have wilfully - 


erred. from the paths e a righeo 
teouſnek. 1 
In. another Nies indeed, 1 tells ws, 
that they are not only in danger of being 
loſt, but of being loſt beyond the hope off 
e; for he fays, that it is imaſtble 
anin „in the ordinary eourſe of things, 
and under the ordinary means of conviftiong; 
for with Gon all, things are. poſſible; but, 
chat, humanly ſpeaking, it ts Impoſſible, ac- 
cording to the terms of covenanzed 5555 
far thoſe, who. wert ance enlightened, | and and. 
have. tafted of. the heavenly tilt, ond Wee: 
"ah fartakers of the. Holy Oleg, and: ave, 
iaſted the good word of Gov, and: Aber 
of the. world to come; if they tall fal amy, 
to renew them again unta. repentance; | Being: 
they erucify to. themſebves the Son f. Bo, 
del and put Him to an den ame.” Need 
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appro to the guilt of them that ctucified 


out Sa vdeur üs d blaſphetiter; for declaring 


Himſelf equal with Gop, who impieufy 
miſrepreſent Hint us d riert fallible man, 
Ie erfelves and detry Hith every üttri- 
but belong ing uo His with; Very aud 
FrenaitFrHov zi; Othy ſoul, pitytheit 
basdut Ls“ Bi abhor their thhBelief?"anto, 


| the en f fach müll 4364 |; perſdi hs” 


rite beldduergbe not tio united} for in the 
prefumptiom öf their Hearts) they difffonour 


the Sor O89, "reVitiig the” d6Qritis" vr 
HS DNR: "indi their atropante and 


avi weh E dhe Very funf hen of 
otcHgion)"ahd"rob us dr its ro effehs 
tiak Cofmfbrts“ ao e wht . 
e Pet habe not o Imperfely 
lad? bur dtp, 2s to be removed From 
dhe Mich By the lleight of men, and cün- 
ee 'of thoſe, that” are indefa- 
endeaVotirs to deceive the 


he” ignorant, 


" *; #4 
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8 rana i and to ſeducd che Mnwaty::, We 
know: the; danger and,-thei iohiefi.lof 
litenipg#D ſuch, as corrupt the Mord gf 
Sed, and make it ſpeak. aflanguage, Which 
done of gut fathers uderſtogd it. 1p ſneaks 
add to inenleste adottring direftly, oppor | 
gte to that; for; which'they were contgpted 
to. die. We know, that as,; there. is but = 
Ote tur Gov, there, cal be bub One, true 
Kaich ; that wa mu not only believe that 
He is but muſt belizye Him4obg.fuch as | 
He hath: revealel Himſelf 19, the children 
Of. mb 3 (TIE To7 521061 313 aaa Hach 0 
Having nblbed right principles offfaich | 
from the fountain of the. ſacred gracles. of : 
tniths we muſt maintain them. with: ited- f 
faſtheſs t6 the end of our lives z. and, abgye | 
ll; we muff adorn the doctrimes which We | 
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we not merely believe, uot merely; yield 
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an” unprofitable aſſent to certain truths, 


which we ſuffer not to influence our con- 


duct; but ſhall ſo believe in Gop, as to 
fear and love Him; to worſhip and obey 
Him; to ttuſt in His merey, and adore 
His power. We ſhall „ believe, to the 
Keing of dhe ſoul,” Our faith will de 


Fen Saas of thoſe virtues and graces, 


which' — ag and adorn the Chriſtian 
character. The word of the Lon will 
then have free' courſe among us; it will 
be "Fairly and candidly * interpreted, We 


ſhall open the ſacred volume, deeply im- 
Preſſed with a ſenſe of His infinite good- 


Refs, who Who hath given us ſuch a lamp for 


our: feet,” and ſuch a light for 'our paths: 
We ſhalt open it, not to cavil, but adore. 


Armed with - this impenetrable thield of 


faith, we ſhall be proof againſt the affaults * 
; either of unpeaſouable or of wicked men: 


We ſhall de enabled 10 give an anſwer to 
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fach, as enquire. of us concerning the 
grounds of our faith, or the foundation of 
our hope. And wben they behold us act- 
ing conformably to the dictates of both, 
| they will be conſtrained: to declare, that 
God is in us of a truth. They will be- 
hold our converſation, the tranſcript of the 
faith which we profeſs: they will be led 
to admire the power of divine grace in us, 
equally influencing our hearts to the belief 
of the truths, and our wills to the obſer- 
vance of the precepts, of the goſpel. 
: Great indeed are our encouragements to 
- hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith without 
- wavering. The Apoſtle aſſures us, that ſo 
long as we continue to do t] 1 , we are 
made partakers of Chriſt; we are rendered 
| capable objects of His mercy now, and 
mau be admitted to the participation of His 
glory hereafter; where, with Angels, and 
| Archangels, and with all the company of 
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from the ſepulchre, having looſed the bands 


of death, by chf impoſſible for 
Him to be holden. The Apoſtle here re. 


minds the Corinthians, that he had confi- 
dered the doctrine of Chriſt's reſurrection, 


as the baſis. of all his other 1 ctions: 
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« I delivered to you, firſt of all, this moſt 
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days and three nights, is applied by our 


Saviour Himſelf to his own approaching 
reſurrection; and his alluſion to it at once 


eſtabliſhes the fact, and juſtifies the inter- 
pretation. The prophecy in the ſixteenth 
Pſalm is ſo expreſaly applicable to this ſub- 
ject, that the enemies of Chriſtianity have 


text, and make it ſpeak in general terms 


what wag belonged to the Holy One of 
Gop. Dion wilt not, ſaith the Pſalmiſt 


in eee of Chriſt, Thou wilt not 


weave my ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou ſuf- 
Fer TIR R HoLY ONE 70 fee 'corrufution*: 


which St. Peter, in his celebrated Auer 


M4 i 2 
* No erfon acquainted with 1 1 3 


voede tö be informed, chat, to inſert the letter in the 
word Tvpn,, © thine Holy One, and to read-it.p>pn, 
would at once take away its appropriate ſenſe, and 
ive it 2 general application to the Salut at lurge. But 
whoever will conſult Dr. Kennicott's obſervations on 
this paſſage, will ſee the fraud completely detected, 
and the original text as completely eſtabliſſied. - a 
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nor any hopes of glory in a future world. 
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redemption wrought for us by Chriſt, our 
preſent ſufferings, which are but for a mo- 


ments will work out for us an eternal and 


Supported with ſuch hopes as theſe, the 


noble army of Martyrs ,the glorious company 


appoſedthe enemies of the truth, 
at. the. hazagd of every thing that was dear 

to them, in, this world : they were Janed, 
> ne Auen aſundar, they. were flam 
with the ſore, they. were deſtutute, affiieted, 
le rag FOR: TIO 
ſhaw them; great, _ oe troubles, panel 


VG Yiguicken them again, and bring them 


the; depths of. the earth; yen 
OW that, He would ſet them at His own 
right bend ee, pen alen. 


ASCENSION" DAY. 155 
them partakers of ns everlaſting king- 
dotn. +6059 n ot om aiv * 
Je hei Tons 884 
Saviour on mount Offver had ſeen Him 
uns towards chat place, which had Veen 


ons of the W rd hide 
hi: 8 and, in all their fubſequent Conflicts 
"With" the ehetties of what goſpel, "Which 
"they were com ifioned” to "publiſh to the 
"world, they, with 4 faith Koijlar to. that 


* 


of the firft martyr St. Stephen, took bed up : 


10 Juden, 4 beheld „ie Son of Man fan. 


Thy as the right ho hand 2 Ge. N paſta 


* 13 


"dads ke Web lee . they 0 were Con- . 
viniced)of che | poſſibility” of” this $5 the 


tranſlation / of Enoch, who a W, jalled . vith 
God, and fuddenly dſappedted; wi "Wi oy 
fuffering death; for. Gop took him and 
they Were farther etre by the Aces 
Page E | 1 1 * i ſion 
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avile Sci of; beholdings, 15 W ith amazement, 


s Assi, bax. 
_ how of the prophet Elijal, carriedrby a 
whirlwind into heaven. But that which 

they had fat ait thats! unt, and Meir 

Tauſiens had lo d tem, they had the pri- 


_a&tually.. aceqmpliſhed, before; their, eyes: 
and if they had been diſpoſęd to gueſtiqn 
aN videncg of their fight,, they, had. the 
arther teſtimony pf two Angels, who. he 
vitneßß to. the aſtoniſhi T7 fs... Je, 2 
"of 6 Galilee, 


nit why ſand Fe. Caring uþ. "into 
heaven? This ame 7 Hut, which 16 8 Laker 
FP from n into heaven, Kal. he. come, in 
Hike. Manner as e fave ſeen. Him G0 Into 


heaven. 5 He aſcended ; in 4 cloud and Be- 
hold, faith St, John, in, the book of Reve- 


ation, He cometh: with claudi, and every 


92. Hall oe Hin, dn Wo, uin: 
This then is the — of the Chriſtiagis 
bope; ; here may, his anchor be ſafely caſt; 


no florm e gan drive him from 
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wit ſtate f triinguillity,/which this article 
| of dur Chriftif faith, bur To RD'S aſoen- 
ſion to His F. ather and our Father, io i | 


God and but G65; Adminifters to kim i in 
the our of Acer fit ty.” mm ere n M8 0! 


Let im then be hh Peta AO 
our hearts, and the governing peigople of 


our Hyrs, to become poſſeſſed of that holy | 


frame of mind, which is fuited to our pro: 


ſpect of a bleſſed immortality: 15 Nothing 


will be ſo likely to produce this effect, 3 


4 diligent: attendance on the ſacred ord © 


nances of dur Religion; ; and of all Other 


ſervic ices, none will io tuch cohddeg 10 


3 N 
raiſe our affectioſis to the things : abeve, 
that wherein we commemorate His love, 


who died, and roſe again, and is gone into 


heaven to make interceſſion for us. 


To Him let us draw. nigh, in full A 5 


rance of faith, that He will hear our 


prayers, and accompliſh the defire of our 


rin 1 1 1 | ſouls ; 
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8 ewf „ 
fouls ; mare eſpeciall . hen We implore 


that heaveplyzmindednebs, which this Feſ- 


tive] ſo powerfully recommends, and for 
which the Collect for this day inftruQs us 
to aſk, in terms meet to. be ſpaken by the 
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165 An; werbſeech, Thee, Almighty Gop, 
that like 9s, we dn belirue thine only-begotten 
Sn cur Eonp JESS Cart ta have aſcend: 
Fd inge the Heavens 3 o due man allo in fart 
and mind hither, aſcend, and with Him con- 
inna, delt, who liveth and reigneth quit 


Tugg and the Nor Grogt, One Gap, 


ec. for evermare, AMEN: 
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dalle n ay. 

e + me, 118 my 2 Ad 

i will pray the Father, aud He ſhall give 

uon another Comforter, that He may abide 
gas With "a 808 ever; even the . of 
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TT 18 Ai os 0 3 55 this grand 
1 F eſtival, to inſtruct us in the nature, 
the office, the gifts and the fruits of the 
Holy Ghoſt. The words of the text de- 
cribe Him under two .charaters, each of 
them 'very< intereſting and important: to 
every member of the Cbriſtian Church. 
en called; A: Conforter, and the Sftirit of 
42 | . _ Truth, 
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4 'WHITSUNDAY, 


Truth. They who are expoſed to ſorrows 


and calamikigs, ſtand in need of a Com- 
forter; and they whoſe underſtanding is 
liable to be miſled, have need of the Spirit 


of Truth for their direction. This was the 
caſe with the perſon, to whom. the Saviour 
of the world thus affectionately addreſſes 


Himſelf, before His departure from them. 


He foreſa\s the trials, to Which their faith 
and conſtancy would be expoſed and the 


: Gris of Truth ls promiſed'to conſirm them 


in the former; the Shirit of Confoletion to 
fu pport them under. the latter to ſuſtain 
an in all the adverſities, which thair 
proſeſſion of a TOO we ang 
3 upon them. 5 
But ĩt is highly Ie, 1 e 


tion, in what manner this gracious promiſe 


1 introduced: and vou will do well to re- 


| member the previous condition of our Sa- 
wee interooion, and of the dente 


ANG 3. of 


WHITSUNDAY. 493 
of dus mold excellent. gift of Gop. % 
ye love me, (and certainly many of thoſe, 
to whom. our Saviour here addreſſes Him- 
ſolf, had profeſſed to love Him, ) demon- 
fixate the ſincerity of your love by v 
men to my commultniononcs :thus,' 
in your behalf: thus, and thus only, will 
ye bo capable of receiving the gift af thi 
Holy Ghoſt;i who can no more feſide in 
the impure tabernacle of a rebellious heart, 
than {ghz can have ee with! dart 
* or Gop- with Belial . 

The paſſage of Scripture 1 FLY 
eee to us: Firſt;-the preph- 


ration of the heart in man to receive the 


* 


benefit which we this day commemo- 


rate, as having been miraculouſiy oonferred 
en dhe N 1 which: is here pro- 
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494- | WHITSUNDAYS 
miſed to be 2 petitdnent e to-the- 


Gberch f Cn: bie, am won we 
Secondly, The all-powetful W 


Pr 3a heavenly Advocate with Gon the 


Father, in behalf of ſuch as /ove Him, and 
een His commandmem rt. Sibs09 
Thbirdly, The onſpeakatie-bleffing Cb 
prehended in the name and character of! 
the divine perſon here promiſtd to the 
Chriſtian Church, as its Comfurter, never 
to be taken away: from it, but eto abide 


with it for ever. And. i ür 


- Laſtly, The excellence of ſuch à guide 


as is here re e r che title of tho 


Sperit of Truth.” © 1 e 9 05 al! 50 *1 * 
Firſt, then, eee, prepara- 


tiom of the heart (neceſſary for the reeeß- 
tion of the heavenly Gueſt here promiſed: 


If oge love me, lech my: commandments; elt: 
is an eaſy thing for a man te y with Sti 
Peter, LoRD, thou knoweſt that I love thee : 


88 WANPSUNDAY: 495 
but the proof and teſt bf that love is our 
willing and active obedience to the divine 

Will. Profeſſions may be ſincert, or they 

may be entirely otherwiſe: we can have 
no doubt of their truth, when the practice | 

correſponds with them. If then we be⸗ 
hold the PT ofeſſor of Chriſtianity watchful | 

oven his conduct, and ſincerely/ exerciſed 
to davealways a conſcience: void of offence! 
towards Gop, and towards: man; we cans: 
not entertain a doubt, that this/perſon really 
feels the love which he profeſſeth: we can 

not doubt, that ſuch an one hath made a 

choice as wiſe as it is advantageous: that 

he-hath-avouched the Lond to be his Gop;: 
and hath reſolved to dedicate the beſt af- 

fections of his ſoul to His honour and ſer-: 5 

vice: that he no longer conſiders the world.: 

with its riches, its honours, or its pleaſures, 
as principally worthy of his regard but: 
ks We of chatten uiid 

BR e which 


not wilful ſinnets; neither can any media- 


496 whnravnDar 


which are prepared for-us hereafter, as the 
and purſuit; and to the all-gracwus Di- 
penſer of them, as the ſurn of all perfec- 
tion; as infinitely amiable in Himſelf, and 


as having every poſſible claim to the moſt 


fbvent and devout affections of our Hearts. 
Secondly, For ſuch as thbſe it is, that 


the all- powerful Mediator betwixt 2 


and mai hathi; in the Words before us; 4 
cioufly prormiſed to intercede: — 
nt, ken my cbmmandmem; and I will 


bee the Father.” . 8e dong 6s ye he in 


| :d-oppofition-to'my will and com- 
mandinents; ye have no pretenſions to iny 
interbeſſion ur your behalf. Gop hedreth 


* 


tion im their favour be accepted: fin unte- 
pented of can find no degrees of patronage; 
nor any thing thort of abhorremes at ny 
hands. Bar ä departed from che 

mrs. - | way 


WHITSUNDAY« 497 
way of my commandments, ye return to 
me with your whole heart, with full pur- 
poſe of amendment of life, J ill hray the 
Father ; and He jhall ſend you another Com- 
forter ;, even His Holy Spirit of Grace, to 
give. vigour to your reſolutions, and activity 
to your endeavours. The comfort: which 
you have hitherto: received from my pre- 
lence and inſtructions i is now about to be 
withdrawn from Yu: Ve. 4 little while; 
and the aworld: [eeth- me no more-. but let not 
Your heart be traubled. at this ſayings neither 
let it be afraid: Il is expedient: for you-that. 
I go away; for if I go not away; the:Coms 
forter, auill not came unto, you 3 But il I de. 
farts; I will, ſend Him unto yt another 
Comforter will; be ſent to you on my de- 
parture, who ſhall not leave you, as Lam 
about to do, but Jhall. abide with: you fr 
ever ; for in the unity of that Holy Spirit, 
ary auth my Church auchn even unto 
Wali K k Wo, the 
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he end of the world: ready to adminiſter 
to ths {ſpiritual neceſſities of all that call 
upon me in their time of need: to en- 
lighten the ignorant; to ſupport the weak; 
to correct what is amiſs; to ſupply what is 
vanting;ʒ to comfort the feeble-minded; to 


revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive 


ibe heart of the. contrite ones: to incline 


then to perform and accompliſh that which 
is good : to open their eyes, that they may 
behold and receive the things which belong 


to their preſent peace, and to their future 
_ happineſs : to incline their ears to liſten to 
dhe terms, on which ſalvation is offered to 


them in the goſpel ;\ and to enable them 


| with ſtedfaft confidence to purſue the path, 
' which that goſpel pointeth out to their 


ſteps... In a word, to make chem ſuch as it 
is their duty to be, in all holy converſation 
and godlingſs; and to teach them that (de- 
8 nying 


INTRODUCTION. | XIX 


in glory everlaſting ? But let us not be tempted 
to deſpair: for thouſands now in bliſs and glory 
had once the ſame difficulties to maſter that we 
have: they lived in the ſame valley of tears, and 
were ſet to ſtrive with the ſame unruly paſſions. 


Now dhe ume gracious Gon who enabled them 


to overcome will ſtrengthen us in like manner. 
T herefore let us regard our own intereſt, which 
is no hard command. obey our Maker's voice 


love entirely our Bleſſed Redeemer and the 


gies of Gon will work all 8 works i in us. 


* PI TY, 0 101 a 0 2 cure the Hindus of th 
creatures, who live below in the dark, frill | ſeeking 
"reſt, but finding none, "until" "they Jeet it in Thee. 
O take- away that, veil that blinds our eyes; and 
tut Us ſee. that there is a better world than this; 
a "happier People than thoſe we know : for how 
bfi is the kingdom of beavin, where our Lon 
reigu in the midſt of His Saints! O let us laut ap 
with the eye of faith, and ſer a glorious place, in- 
" comparably bey ond the courts of Kings ! ! rant, 
0 gracious 'God, , that” we may tread in the eps 
of alt thoſe that are departed hence in thy faith and 
fear. Let us learn of them to be humble and meet; 
a' AO: lite them, to the will of Heaven; to 

a 2 "govern 
FE. 


how ſhall we hope to be numbered with the Saints 


— 


— — — — — — — 
— ——— < as ry YA» 
—.— —ͤ — 


— — — 9 ——— —————— 
IRE . ———— — — — 
b 8 —. . Br rnne 120g yep ene ont nee 


we 0 10 
9 
1998 
4 5 1 
1 
1 
„ 
4 4 
1 
1 
+ 
1 
. 
1 
1 
N 
- 135 
1 
Þ + 
N 
| 
& 
: v 
. . 
15 
\ 
4 
1 
14 
11 
1 
$52 - 1 
+18 
7 
ti 1 
1 
: 7 N 
1188 
1 
: 1 
: q 
N 1 
158 
17 1 
Fi + 
: 4 
H [4 
18 
[4 
«i 
11 
- 
#3 
wn 
o 4 
' it's 
iſ. 
= 
es | 
1.288 
61 
A 
8 
15 
7 
M 
ir. 
G 
l 
1 
* 
& 
1» 
| 
2, 
2 
* 
X 
14 


ä K 
———— —— —„— 
F — F 


= 


p "ey." 


= 


XX INTRODUCTION: 
govern dur | ſenſes by the. rules of reaſon, and our 
reaſon ly the dictales of religion." . 


+ Threugh the grace Gob in Chrift Je "IF we 
A day to-dwell above: ' meanwhile let us join 


dum voices with their hymns, and ſay, Salvation, 


eto cur Cob, who: fitteth on the throne, and 10 
<wyhe Iams thatiredeemed us with His blood.” 
HaLEEHLU An. AMEN. 3 191 1 11 n OY 
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BOY — corded uf the Yield Apoſtles of o our 
Lozr D, that they hazarded their lives among 
barbarqus nations, rejected the flatteries of the 
World, and fought. the good fight of faith, before 
they.) Were. called from their painful labours on 
earth, to, A bliſsful . reſt in heaven. Let us rejoice 
that, we have o many examples of good men 
ſet 6 3 our eyes, who loved their Lord and | 
Maſter ] eſus Chriſt more than all the friendſhip 


| of the world, nay, than their own lives. Thrice 


happy are we, if in a right manner we celebrate 
their, kſtivals,, and follow their bleſſed ſteps in 
virtuous, and godly living ; then ſhall we alſo 
come * thoſe unſpeakable glories which they 
now enjoy, a and which are prepared for all thoſe 
who, like chem, unt 4 nk loye God. 
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ET AC 2 TMHIAR 
TE Ak he ſhall” be pardoned 
for expreſſing his wiſh that, in caſes. where at- 
tendance on the public worſhip is (from ne- 
ceſſity, and not otherwiſe) impracticable on any 


Feſtival,” his readers will employ a portion of 
their time in joining the Services of the Church; 


and the appropriate Lecture, to their ordinary 
devotions: to which he ventures to recommend 
as an addition, the Meditations and Prayers which 
are here ſubjoined, extracted from a work he, 


has the higheſt pleaſure in recommending to the 


attention of the pious Chriſtian®, as an excellent 
manual of pine devotion. 
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xviii INTRODUCTION, 1 


- MEDITATIONS * PRAY ERS 


4 th 


ren . 


SAINTS DAYS. 


How. ſhould we bleſs and praiſe God, who 


has inſtructed his holy Church with the heavenly 


doctrine of the Apoſtles, and has not abandoned 
us to the dim light of our o] reaſon, but in the 
holy Scriptures has graciouſly revealed whatever 
is neceſſary for us to believe band ee in er. 
der to dur eternal falvation! 

Loup, grant that we may with ee a 
ply; ontſetves to the reading of theſe acted vo- 
lumes. Give us grace to commemorate With 
all thankfulneſs the heroic piety of the Saints, 
ho fcrved the Logp in hunger and thirſt, in 
racks und in tortures, and Who en 
death without fear. 

We rejoice in the happineſs that they are ad- 
vanced to: but what mall we do that we may 
partake with them of the heavenly kingdom 
How ſhall we, who are but duſt and aſhes, and 
who are e oppreſſed with the burden of our fins; 

how 
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nying ung odlineſ t and worldly luftr) it be- 


hoves them to /ive ſoberly, righteeuſy and 


godly in this preſent world. 


All this is included in the mer of 


that Divine Perſon, whom the Saviour of 


mankind here promiſes to His diſciples / 
under the ſtile and title of THE Con: 7 


FORTER : to which He adds another. cha- 


racter, that of the Spirit of Trath;.in. cons ; 
tradiſtinction to the ſpirit of error and 
deluſion, which too often worketh in the | 
children of diſobedience 3 YL miſleading theix | 
erverting their Phi ut min X 


judgment,” 


and feducing their will; mi We 


the plaineſt precepts ; miſ-ſtatin ; 


obvious and intelligible, traths ; "rifles | 


preting the ſimpleſt declarations of the 
welt of God, to ſupport ſome Previous 
eption, or ſome unhappy prejudice 


| agninſ the truth. To obviate ſuch a com- 


ws. . 


ann of miſchiefs, the 8 * Truth 
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to inform the underſtanding, to 
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is here promiſed by Chriſt to His Church; 
recti y the 
judgment, to regulate the will, and to con- 
troul the affections: to give us a clear per- 
ception of the nature and extent of our 
duty, and alſo a ſincere. and. honeſt, deſire. 
to perform it: to repreſent things to our. 
minds in their true colours; and induce us 
to ſet a;proportionate value on the tranſi . 


tory poſſeſſions of the preſent world, and 


the glories reſerved for us in the world to 
come. This it is to be under the guidance | 


| of the Sirit of Truth; and this it is Which 
we are directed to aſk, in that admuable 


farm. of prayer appropriated to this ſeaſon; 
in which, we, ackngp lege, that the gra- 
cio deſign. of our merciful Gon, in ſend- 
ing ebe light. af His Holy Spirit, WAS, ta- 
„teach the hearts of His faithful people: 
and in which we implore the aſſiſtance of 
the ſame Spirit“ to give a right judg: 
a e EX I ment 
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ment in all things which relate to our 
eternal welfare, that we may ( rejoice 
evermore in His holy comfort.“ 
Me have now confidered the ſeveral par- 
ticulars of the words of the text, and we 
learn-from them, that if we would receive 
the benefit of our Saviour's interceſſion, 
we muſt. love Gov, and keep His com- 
mandments : we may then with humble 
confidence expect, that His goodneſs, whoſe: 
love towards mankind: was: even ſtronger: ' 
than death, will ſtill be continued to us, 
though He is in His kingdom of glory. He 
will there pray the Father to look with 
mercy upon us, and to vouchſafe us what- 
ever will be moſt conducive to our preſent 
and eternal welfare. In particular, He , 
will, by His all-prevailing interceſſion, ob- 
tain for us the ordinary aſſiſtance of that 
Holy Spirit, which was, as on —— _— . 
e beſtowed on the . hs. 
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extraordinary diſpenſation of the gift of 
languages, which was to enable the firſt 
preachers of the goſpel to publiſh it with 
ſuch aſtoniſhing rapidity to the different 
nations of the world, is not neceſſary now, 
and therefore is not to be expected by us: 
but the gentle, yet continual, the imper- 
ceptible, yet effectual, influences of that 
holy inſpiration, by which alone we are 
enabled to think thoſe things which are 


| good; and the conſtant direction of that 


heavenly Guide, by which we are enabled 
to perform that which is required; theſe 
ale now, and will be, neceſſary are 
af che — ſo to conduc us — 
things temhorul, that "we oat a we woe 


te things eternal. 
ve remains, therefore, for our, confitle- 


ration, ho this great and unſpeakable 


i be obtained; the comfort and 


ii : aſſiſtance 
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- INTRODUCTION. a 
4 And what hinders us from attaining the ſame 
happineſs ? They, who now reign in Heaven, 


once, like us, lived in this valley of tears, and 
ſtrove with the ſame temptations. Let us be 
followers of them, as they were of Chriſt. Let 
us be courageous in the profeſſion of the truths of 
the goſpel. Let us be contented to paſs through 
honour and diſhonour, through evil report and 
good report for righteouſneſs? ſake, and we ſhall 
reſt with them. For we profeſs the ſame reli- 


gion with theſe Saints we partake of the ſame 


holy facraments—we are nurtured in the ſame 
apoſtolic faith we are redeemed with the ſame 


ineſtimable price. God, who enabled them to 
overcome, will alſo ſtrengthen us. Go, Who 


| knew their doubts and. fears, will guide us.through 
all dangers, as he did his faithful Servants of old. 


If ye perſevere to the end, our ſouls ſhall depart” 


in peace, and ſhall go up to dwell in Heaven, 


where, With the choir. of Angels and glorified 


Saints, we ſhall for ever n the mercies. Ki 8 
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XIII INTRO Due rie. 
BLESSING, bonour, glory, and praiſe, be to 


en O Fucder of mercies, for having raiſed up 
boy men aß Gob, as infirumints to convey the 


Bight of the glorious goſpel of Feſus Chrift unto the 
world; and overcome the kingdom of darkneſs : more 


eſpecially we praiſe thy name for thoſe eminent graces 
aud virtues which ſhone forth inthe Saint ker, Saints] | 
wwe this day commemorate, who departed this 

with the fral of faith, and not reigus in bliſs and 


glory, We likewiſe praiſe Thee for all other thy ſer- 
wants ® who have departed this life in thy faith, and 


fear. Bebold with pity, Loxp, the dangers to which 


thefrailtyof our nature is perpetually expoſed: . grant 


that the examples of thy Saints may quicken us to 
follow them, as they did Chriſt, that we may, with 
a glad and willing mind, imitate their bunility, ſelf- 
denial, and courage in owning the truth": that we 


may leave an example of duty and obedience to thoſe 


that come after us; ſo that at the laſt, with. the 
Saints that are gone before, we may Ang eternal 
hallelujabs to the bonour of thy mercy, rough 
VE _ our Saviour. Amen. © 
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aſſiſtance of that Holy Spirit, ſo neceſſury 
to guide us into all truth, and to enable us 
ſtedfaſtly to perſevere in our duty. What 
chen faith the gracious Giver of this ineſti- 
mable gift? J ye, who are fathers, now 
chow to give good gifts lo your children, ow 
_ muck rather ſhall your Father which"is i 
heaven give His Holy Spirit io ihm hat 
"af Him? Devout prayer then is made the 
condition of receiving this greateſt of all 
bleſſuigs. And if men are deſtitute of 
chat Spirit of grace, by whieh they would 
be enabled to avoid evil and to do good, it 

is becauſe they neglect this great and indi{- 
bal duty of prayer. What wonder, if 
| their life be comfortleſs and full of diſſa- 
en, if they ſeek not comfort where 
alone it is to be found, in a devout and 
frequent communication with Gop? What 
wonder, if they feel themſelves forſaken. of 
God, who are contented to live without 
* 1 5 


f any 


. WHITSPNDAT. 
any ſenſe of His-- preſence in this life, or 
without any hopes of His favour in the 
world to.come?. ,,; .,, | 7 
But, in His other ade of * 901 
of Truth, He is attainable by an humble 
and frequent recourſe'to the word of Gop; 
given in mercy to His faithful ſervants, as 
a lamſ unto their feet, and a 25 unto 
| 11 5 Baths. 12) 40001 8 
„The introduction of ſin into the 1 
2 ought darkneſs, and propenſity to error 
together with it: and from that moment 
the complaint has been univerſal, that the 
Eknowilege of ſpiritual- things: ſurpaſſes our 
ability, unaſſiſted from above. As a remedy 
for this misfortune, it has pleaſed Gop to 
become our inſtructor, by opening to us 
the treaſures; of wiſdom and knowlege in 
His ſacred word; and - blefſed are they, 
whoſe delight is in the-law-of the Lon n, 
and Who exerciſe: themſelves tlierein day 


Wars Uu nb Jo 
and night; Who ſeck for divine 'wildotn in 
the oracles of truth; A /Zare# for Hef ur 
for dion rreafurts in hole wiitings which 
are given to us by iwſtirarion'of God" and 


which -are -}i#oflable for dofir ine, for rr. 


Arbbf;, for-corre io, for inflrutiion in Lig l. 
redaſneſi; chat 2he man f Gov, not only 
the miniſters of religion, but every ſincert 


profeſſor of the goſpel, may be rightly in- 


formed, and een n! unt * 
good rs. 


r ink of 
this Holy Spirit is to be fought,” is in-that | 


mn ſacred ofdinance of our religion, the 
munion bf the body and blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour, To fuppbſt it tö Ve 


2 merely eommemotative ſervice, deſigned 


only to put us in inind of what 'Chrift hutlr 
dene and fuffered for us, is to think very 
unworthily of this divine inftitution ; Whidh 
was ordained by Chriſt as an in 
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of grace, „for the purpoſe nnn 
and refreſhing, the;ſoul. Gon, ho is rich 
ards us by miracuious 


in mere rtf 14 
impulſe, but by ordina 


3 Fo 


communications, 


through the means which Himſelf bath ap- 
pointed: and if we ręject or deſpiſe the 


means, we muſt, be content: to fail of the 


| end. for which, they were ordained. Now 


rdon of our ſins i the purification of 
our corruptions,: the ſtrengthening of our 


infirmities, the reformation of our evil 
habits, and the confirmation of our god 
ones, we dare affirm to be che bleſſed ef- 
| fefts of ;a:devout obſervance. of this: holy 


. ws of che Lonp's Supper. Byrthis 


the gifts and. graces of the, Hay Spirit are 
"—_— to, every worthy. receiver, to par- 
don and. deliver him from all, bis, fins .fr 


confirm. and ſtrengthen hing in all goodneks,, 


and to bring him to eyerlaſting life; through 
Jeſus Chriſt. 785 Tit if) wo Lais ew 
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We e more properly con- 


clude this diſcourſe than With "that" piots . 
yto the Holy 7 
Spirit, which makes a part of one” of the . 


hymn, addreſſed immediately 


moſt ſolemn* ſervices of our Churcti, 1 


G. DI 


mean that of Ordination. Tus congre- 


gation is therein directed to to implore che | 


blefling of the Holy Trinity, and' eſp: 


of the Holy, Ghoſt, on the perſons conſe- 


crated to the ſervice of the altar, and on 
the whole body of Chriſtians at large. It 
is rather recommended to us by the piety 


of its ſentiments,” than by the harmony of 


its numbers, or the brilkiancy of! its expief- 
ions; yet in ſome particulars you will find 
it applicable not only to the ſpiritual ne- 


celfities_ of us; all, but to the. ſituation i in 
which we ſtand” at preſent, 3 our # 


national congerns and res 
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= Who doſt thy ſevenfold gifts impart; „ ante 
8 Thx bleſſed union from abo xe, -...... 


* | 2: comfort, life, and Peace, and love. 


* | Merge 3 13111 
Z "+ 8 brighten with perpetual light RE 
The dulineſs of our weaken'd fight: = = © 


_—_— Reute the licatt, and cheer the 1 
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Wich tte abunilance of thy grace? e 
| Keep far dur foes; give ts,” 9287 


| 5 Where Thou art Guide, inen uae.” 5.4 | 
f Teach s do know the FrRRn, Sun, W 
per And Taz of both, ta he but Que: i; 


„ That, trqugh the ages all Jong, rr ans 
1 may be our-endleſs. r 
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